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                                             INTRODUCTION 
 

This book is dedicated to Berit Backer, Kristoffer Gjøtterud and all 
other Norwegians and foreigners from other countries who greatly helped 
make peace in Kosova.1 If I were to write in detail about the contribution 
of all of these foreigners to Kosova, it would result in many separate 
books. With this dedication, I would like to at least offer a public token of 
gratitude to some of them who have made a special contribution and 
whose contribution can be largely documented. Consequently, in this 
book, based on documents and verifiable sources, I present the important 
contributions made by Berit Backer, Kristoffer Gjøtterud and other 
Norwegians, as well as others from foreign countries, that ensured 
Kosova’s future as a peaceful country with equal rights for all of its 
citizens, regardless of their ethnic affiliation.  

More concretely, starting with the main political developments in 
Kosova during the past 40 years, I focus first on the activity for Kosova of 
the Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NHC), namely, the activity of the 
Kosova Group within the Norwegian Helsinki Committee (KGNHC), 
which was coordinated by Berit Backer and Kristoffer Gjøtterud. To make 
it easier for the reader to clearly understand the significance of the activity 
of the KGNHC, which paved the way for internationalization of the 
Kosova issue in the framework of the Helsinki Process, I start with a brief 
summary of this process. Additionally, I continue with an elaboration on 
the activity of the KGNHC, including the context of its establishment. 
Furthermore, after a discussion regarding the context of the tragic death 
of Berit Backer, I examine the impact of the commitment and advice of 
Berit Backer and Kristoffer Gjøtterud alongside contributions of other 
Norwegians and foreigners towards peace-making in Kosova. By the end 
of this book, I draw a conclusion. 

Given that the primary purpose of this book is one of dedication, I have 
chosen to publish it without any commercial intent and have entrusted it 
to a publishing house in Kosova. As a gesture of gratitude, it may be 
presented to international friends and to relevant international institutions 

 
1 In this book, the term “Kosova” — the Albanian-language form — is used instead of  “Kosovo.” 
However, in direct citations (i.e., those with quotation marks) of  other authors’ works, the original 
form “Kosovo” is retained as it appears in the sources 
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- not solely in my personal name, but also on behalf of Kosova as a whole. 
The book has been published in English in order to ensure its accessibility 
to a broad international readership. In addition to the printed edition, it 
will also be made available online, thereby placing it at the disposal of all 
interested readers. 

Since I have collaborated with most of the individuals mentioned in 
this book - particularly in efforts to achieve peace in Kosova - I will not 
refer to myself in first person (“I”), but in third person (by name), in my 
capacity as both a collaborator and a witness to their contributions. 

 
 

      
                    Berit Backer         Kristoffer Gjøtterud 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE HELSINKI PROCESS 
 

The Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) was 
the starting point for the Helsinki Process, in the sense that it served as an 
arena for international conferences between the East and the West, based 
on the Helsinki Final Act (1975). In fact, the idea originated in 1954 in the 
Soviet Union, namely, by Minister of Foreign Affairs Vyacheslav 
Molotov. He launched the proposal for a security conference between the 
East and the West, with the United States envisaged as acting only as an 
observer. The proposal was refused by the West, with powerful Western 
countries labelling it as an attempt by the Soviet Union to prevent or 
hinder the rearmament of West Germany and to undermine the relations 
between Europe and the United States.2 Furthermore, Communist Party 
General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev, during the Party Congress of 1966, 
called upon European countries to jointly address and resolve political and 
military security issues.3 Moreover, the same issue was further addressed 
in the Bucharest Declaration of 1966 and the Budapest Appeal of 1969, 
including specific topics on which the conference could work.4 In this 
regard, Western European countries were open to a potential security 
conference, while U.S. President Richard Nixon and Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger were sceptical of the Soviet Union’s initiative. They 
stated that the leading U.S. position in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and in the bilateral talks with the Soviet Union 
may be weakened if the United States became part of a multilateral 
discourse about political and military security issues.5  

The United States and Canada were related to Western European 
countries through NATO, the Marshall Plan, and other means, and it was 
crucial to Western European countries for the United States to be part of 
the CSCE, to ensure achievement of the military outcome.6 Following 
numerous vicissitudes and initiatives, the Helsinki Final Act was adopted 
during the CSCE in Helsinki, Finland, in 1975.7 Inter alia, this was made 

 
2 Kleva 2007: 15 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
5 Ibid 
6 Ibid: 1 
7 Ibid: 17 
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possible by the United States and Canada obtaining membership in the 
CSCE equal to that of European countries. In fact, this marked the first 
boomerang against the Soviet Union by Western countries, considering 
the original plan of the Soviet Union for the United States to possess only 
an observer status.  

Nevertheless, in line with its agenda to prevent the unification of Germany, 
the Soviet Union insisted on securing the state borders following World 
War II during the Helsinki Process, resulting in the others’ approval of 
East Germany’s equal membership in the CSCE.8 

It should be noted that the CSCE has played a key role in the further 
consolidation of NATO and the European Community. NATO member 
states, also part of the CSCE, operated as a group from the start by 
consolidating their views prior to and during the CSCE conferences. 
Actually, upon West Germany’s initiative during the CSCE meetings in 
Madrid (1980–1983), the Lunch Club was established, with representatives of 
the United States, Great Britain, West Germany, France, Norway and the 
Netherlands convening regularly for lunch to address various issues 
deriving from CSCE discussions and negotiations.9 Afterward, following 
Norway’s initiative, Canada also joined the Lunch Club.10 Furthermore, 
European Community member states developed their political profiles by 
displaying their abilities to coordinate their views on international issues 
through the CSCE.11 Additionally, their work in the CSCE also contributed to 
their goal of the European Community becoming a political union.12 

The Helsinki Final Act, also known as the Helsinki Accords or the 
Helsinki Declaration, was not legally mandatory but it was regarded as 
politically and morally mandatory in terms of establishing norms under 
the principle related to human rights. 13 Therefore, the CSCE became the 
first regional forum in which participating countries, including Canada 
and the United States, could discuss the status of human rights and receive 
critiques on human rights violations. 14 This contributed to something new 

 
8 Stykket 2010: 34 
9 Kleva 2007: 24-25, 113 
10 Ibid: 25 
11 Ibid: 25 
12 Ibid: 25 
13 Stykket 2010: 11 
14 Ibid 
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in the European context. For the first time, human rights were enshrined 
as a separate principle in interstate relations, and, thus, the CSCE member 
states agreed that the human rights situation in their own countries could 
be addressed on different political levels.15 Two of the 10 principles of the 
Helsinki Final Act - specifically, the human rights principle and the 
principle of non-intervention in internal affairs - were identified as two 
evidently opposite points, with Western countries focused on the former 
and Eastern countries focused on the latter.16 In this regard, the human 
rights issue eventually became central during the Helsinki Process, which 
was implemented on two interconnected levels: the interstate level, 
represented by the CSCE member states’ delegations, and the civil level. 
In fact, the Helsinki Civil Process was the main driver of the human rights 
issue, becoming key to the negotiations between Western and Eastern 
countries during the Helsinki Process.  

The Helsinki Civil Process, also known as the Helsinki Movement, was 
characterized mainly by the activity of the Helsinki Groups, which later 
were known internationally as the Helsinki Committees. The activity of 
the Helsinki Groups in monitoring the observance of the Helsinki Final 
Act human rights principles marked the second boomerang against the 
Soviet Union and other totalitarian and authoritarian countries. 

The first Helsinki Group, known as the Moscow Helsinki Watch 
Group, was established in Moscow in 1976 under the leadership of Yuri 
Orlov for the purpose of monitoring compliance with the Helsinki Final 
Act human rights principles.17 This resulted in the establishment of two 
additional Helsinki Groups in Lithuania and Ukraine. 18 Moreover, in the 
same year, the Workers’ Defence Committee was established in Poland, 
followed by the establishment of the Movement for the Defence of Human 
and Civil Rights in 1977. The Committee and Movement in Poland 
resulted in the eventual allegiance of workers, intellectuals and the church, 
leading to the establishment of the Solidarity movement in 1980 and the 
Polish Helsinki Committee in 1982.19 Furthermore, in 1977, Charta 77 
was founded in Czechoslovakia by Václav Havel and others; it closely 

 
15 Kleva 2007: 36 
16 Ibid: 14 
17 Ibid: 30 
18 Ibid: 32 
19 Ibid: 33  
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resembled the Helsinki Groups and with strong international relations to 
the CSCE.20 Several opposing voices could be heard in Romania and 
Bulgaria in the early years following the Helsinki Process, but opposing 
movements surfaced only in late 1980.21 

Soviet, Czechoslovakian and Polish state authorities responded to the 
human rights activists with repression. In particular, Soviet state authorities 
reacted arrested, imprisoned and internally exiled members of the Moscow 
Helsinki Watch Group. This resulted in strong indignation among CSCE 
member states and led to the establishment of Helsinki Groups in other 
Western countries, whose primary aim was to defend human rights in the 
Eastern countries.22 The Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NHC) was 
among the first committees established, in August 1977.23 The following 
year, the Helsinki Group, also known as the U.S. Helsinki Watch Committee 
and renamed the Human Rights Watch in 1988, was established in the 
United States. Due to its reputation as a reliable informant on human 
rights issues, the U.S. Helsinki Watch has had an ongoing significant 
advisory impact on American foreign policy with regard to the Helsinki 
Process.24  

Norway, as one of the first countries in which a Helsinki Committee 
was founded to monitor the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act, 
became a pioneering country in the Nordic region. The initiative was 
taken through a petition in June 1977 and was signed by representatives 
from almost all Norwegian political parties.25 The Norwegian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (NMFA) sought to maintain the necessary contact with 
the NHC. This committee, then, established requirements for the Norwegian 
delegation’s work in the CSCE and conducted meetings in the NMFA 
regarding the CSCE. NMFA officials replied that the delegation’s work 
was in accordance with the requirements set by the NHC.26 The NHC also 
prepared summary reports to inform the NMFA about the human rights 

 
20 Ibid: 33 
21 Ibid: 34 
22 Stykket 2010: 42 
23 Kleva 2007: 34 
24 Ibid: 34-35 
25 Ibid: 119  
26 Ibid: 120 
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situation in various countries, including Malta, Turkey and Yugoslavia in 
the early 1980s.27  

In 1982, the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) 
was founded in accordance with an appeal by Soviet human rights activist 
Andrei Sakharov. Czech human rights activist Karl von Schwarzenberg 
chaired the IHF until 1991. In the framework of such developments, the 
reformist policies of future Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev were also key 
to the opening of totalitarian and authoritarian systems to the human 
rights principle of the Helsinki Final Act.  

From the start, the CSCE comprised 33 European countries plus the 
United States and Canada. These 35 countries included all members of 
the Warsaw Pact, which were allied with the Soviet Union; all NATO 
members, which were allied with the United States; and all neutral or non-
allied states in Europe except Albania. These latter states were mainly 
Finland, Ireland, Yugoslavia, Switzerland, Sweden and Austria. The 
Helsinki Process expanded after the end of the Cold War and the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. At the fourth follow-up meeting 
in Helsinki in 1992, 52 countries participated as full members of the 
CSCE, including the Central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union.28 
Therefore, the Helsinki Process must be seen as part of the Cold War, 
contributing to the significant reduction in importance of the Westphalian 
principle of non-intervention in terms of the issue of human rights and 
relationships among European states. This does not mean that the 
principle governing interstate relations was abolished or disappeared, but 
its importance was reduced as far as human rights were concerned. That 
is to say, the Helsinki Process had unforeseen consequences that have 
contributed to the reduction in importance of the principle of non-
interference, since the parties can monitor each other’s policies in a 
number of areas, highlight breaches of mutually binding agreements and 
when it is necessary, require intervention from established institutions.29 

Subsequently, the CSCE, as an arena for international conferences 
based on the Helsinki Final Act, contributed to the easement and 

 
27 Ibid: 120 
28 Norwegian Biographical Encyclopedia (2021): Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) 
https://snl.no/KSSE 
29 Stykket 2010: 12, 149 

https://snl.no/KSSE
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improvement of relations between the East and the West, despite the 
disagreements among CSCE member states. It particularly marked the 
commencement of a crucial stage in international relations, also known as 
the Helsinki Process, aimed at the formation of a new Europe and a new 
world order. After serving as an arena for international conferences for 20 
years, the CSCE was institutionalized in 1995 as the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).  

Compared to the later establishment of Helsinki committees in several 
Western countries - including Sweden in 1982, Denmark in 1985 and 
Finland in 1985 - the founding of the NHC in 1977 can be explained only 
as Norway’s great willingness to commit to world peace and the observance 
of human rights, in line with the humanitarian tradition of the renowned 
Norwegian humanitarian, diplomat and scientist Fridtjof Nansen. Leif 
Mevik, who headed the Norwegian delegation to the CSCE for almost 20 
consecutive years and who later served as Norway’s ambassador to 
NATO until 1998, addressed this perspective in his book, Security in Co-
operation: Main Lines in Norwegian CSCE Policy (1992). He writes, “The 
Nansen tradition in the Norwegian foreign policy is undoubtedly a 
significant reason for Norway’s preoccupation with CSCE humanitarian 
issues”.30 In other words, Norway, both in the frame of the intergovernmental 
Helsinki Process through the Norwegian state delegation and particularly 
in the frame of the international civil process of Helsinki through the 
NHC, has provided an invaluable contribution to the Helsinki Process in 
general. Moreover, this explains why the Kosova Group within the 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee (KGNHC), has had an important and 
direct impact on the internationalization of the Kosova issue in the 
framework of the Helsinki Process.  

In Yugoslavia, the activity against the hegemony of the Yugoslavian 
authoritarian regime was more powerful in Kosova and Croatia. This 
activity in Kosova after World War II was especially inspired and encouraged 
by Adem Demaçi and others. The situation during and after the 
demonstrations of the Albanians in Kosova in 1981 - with socioeconomic 
and political demands for the equality of the Albanians with other peoples 
within the Yugoslav federation - had a gradual effect on the early 
internationalization of the human rights situation for Albanians in 

 
30 Mevik 1992: 106 
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Yugoslavia. These demonstrations were even more massive than previous 
demonstrations with similar demands in 1968. The reaction of Belgrade’s 
government to the 1981 demonstrations in Kosova was much more brutal 
than that in 1968. However, the activity of the Albanians during and after 
the demonstrations of 1981 also resulted in the founding in 1982 of a joint 
organization, the People’s Movement of Kosova (LPK), by Jusuf Gërvalla 
and others. The LPK was known beginning in 1982 as the Movement for 
the Republic of the Albanians in Yugoslavia, beginning in 1985 as the 
People’s Movement for the Republic of Kosova and beginning in 1993 as 
the LPK. After the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Kosova Albanians’ 
opposition to the Yugoslavian authoritarian regime’s hegemony was 
strengthened by way of the establishment of the Democratic League of 
Kosova (LDK) led by Ibrahim Rugova. The LDK eventually became the 
Peaceful Movement of Kosova. In this regard, for their contributions prior 
to and after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the friends of Berit Backer and 
Kristoffer Gjøtterud, Adem Demaçi and Ibrahim Rugova, received the 
Sakharov awards. 

In the following photos, Adem Demaçi is receiving the Sakharov Prize 
from the European Parliament (1991) and Ibrahim Rugova is receiving the 
Sakharov Prize from the European Parliament (1998):  

 

     
 
 
Backer made an enormous contribution to Kosova beginning in the 

1970s. This involvement was particularly strong in the 1980s and the early 
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1990s, after her collaboration with the LPK in 1987.31 In coordination 
with her Kosova Albanian friends and representatives of the LPK branch 
in the diaspora, and with the help of her Norwegian friends – Gjøtterud, 
among others – she established the Kosova Group in 1988, which became 
an integral part of the NHC. This served as a lobbying sector for several 
years, having a significant impact on the internationalization of the 
Kosova issue within the Helsinki Process (IHF, etc.). 

In the framework of this activity, before the fall of the Berlin Wall, she 
guided the delegation of experts from the IHF and U.S. Helsinki Watch 
(Human Rights Watch) in Kosova in September 1989, with her aide 
Gjøtterud, to observe the human rights situation.32 Following this, bearing 
in mind that one of the main concerns of the Helsinki Process was 
encouraging and promoting democratic opposition forces under repressive 
regimes, Backer organized, along with her collaborators, the first visit of 
the Kosova delegation to Western countries; it was headed by Rugova. 
The delegation visited several Western capitals, including Oslo, 
Stockholm, and Vienna, with the main visit taking place in Oslo from 14 
to 18 February 1990.33 This took place shortly after the establishment of 
the democratic and social democratic parties in Kosova. In addition, 
Backer helped with and was the initiator of the Helsinki Committee in 
Kosova, in cooperation with Gazmend Pula and Shkëlzen Maliqi.34 
Furthermore, soon after the Declaration on July 2nd, 1990, by the 
Assembly of Kosova, Backer and her collaborators organized the 
programme for the first visit by the delegation of the Assembly of Kosova 
to Western countries.35 After being released from prison on April 21, 1990, 
Demaçi became the chairman of the Council for the Defence of Human 

 
31 After the establishment of  the LPK in 1982, the first General Meeting of  the LPK took place in 
July 1987 in Switzerland, under the auspices of  the LPK diaspora branch; it was also attended by 
delegates and representatives of  the LPK home branch. The meeting contributed to the 
reorganization of  the LPK, in terms of  expanding its ranks both in Kosova and in the diaspora, which 
established branches in almost all Western countries..  
32 Kenneth Anderson: Yugoslavia: Crisis in Kosovo, International Helsinki Federation and Human Rights 
Watch, New York, 1990 
33 Ann Christine Eek: Berita - the Norwegian Friend of  the Albanians. Introduction of  the book: Behind 
the Stone Walls…, 2003: p. 13. 
34 Ibid: p. 12. 
35 Kosova – info, periodical newsletter: Information on the Kosova situation from the Kosova – group 
of  the Norwegian Helsinki Committee: “Europe should be concerned”. No 2 – July 29th, 1990 
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Rights and Freedoms in Kosova and collaborated intensively with Backer, 
Gjøtterud and others.  

Gjøtterud was a well-known Norwegian physicist and human rights 
activist, and aside from his commitment to the Jews in the Soviet Union 
from the early 1970s – especially his dedication to Jewish scientists, who 
were prevented from leaving the Soviet Union – he was also committed to 
the Kosova Albanians’ cause beginning in 1988. He was an honoured and 
influential figure, chairman of the Committee for Jews of the Soviet Union 
since 198236 and a collaborator of the Moscow Helsinki Group,37 which 
was founded in 1976 by several well-known Russian human rights activists 
such as Yuriy Orlov, Lyudmila Alekseyeva, Anatoly Marchenko and 
Andrei Sakharov.  

Gjøtterud, with his influence in the Helsinki Process framework, 
supported (together with his wife Michaela) the activities of the NHC for 
Kosova. He even undertook this work officially, in his capacity as the 
deputy chairman of the committee, in which a distinctive sector for the 
Kosova issue was created. This sector was called the Kosova Group of the 
NHC and was later renamed the Balkan Group within the NHC. 

In the following, some of the many documents demonstrating the 
contributions of Backer and her collaborators to Kosova will be presented. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST FACT - FINDING MISSION TO KOSOVA 
 

Before the fall of the Berlin Wall, it was difficult to be objectively 
informed, based on first-hand data, about the human rights situation in 
Kosova. At the same time, Kosova lacked the support of foreigners and 
was in great need of foreign expert voices to inform and persuade the 

 
36 Norwegian Biographical Encyclopedia; Kristoffer Gjøtterud (2009): https://nbl.snl.no/ 
Kristoffer_Gjøtterud 
37 Research Magazine Apollon (1995) Kristoffer Gjøtterud: An open horizon: https://www.apollon.uio.no/ 
portretter/1995/horisont.html 

https://nbl.snl.no/Kristoffer_Gj%C3%B8tterud
https://nbl.snl.no/Kristoffer_Gj%C3%B8tterud
https://www.apollon.uio.no/portretter/1995/horisont.html
https://www.apollon.uio.no/portretter/1995/horisont.html
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political and diplomatic chancelleries in the West about the violation of 
human rights. Backer was almost the only one of these foreign expert 
voices. 

In the late 1980s, the general situation in Kosova worsened because of 
Milošević’s rise to power in Serbia, first as a chairman of the Communist 
Party of Serbia in 1987. Consequently, Backer with her collaborators, 
through the Kosova Group (which also became an integral part of the 
NHC), intensified the work to collect first-hand data about the human 
rights situation in Kosova. In 1988, with the instructions and advice of 
Backer and the support of LPK activists in Norway and Kosova, a 
Norwegian journalist who was a friend of Backer’s travelled to and stayed 
secretly in Kosova. During her stay there, she succeeded in collecting 
some relevant information regarding the compilation of a report on 
Kosova’s extraordinary political situation. 

Furthermore, Backer and Gjøtterud managed to encourage the IHF 
and the U.S. Helsinki Watch (Human Rights Watch) to send a joint 
delegation of specialists in the field to observe the human rights situation 
in Kosova before the fall of the Berlin Wall. Backer and Gjøtterud insisted 
that the Western countries had an erroneous impression of Yugoslavia, 
because they distinguished it as the best of the worst regarding human 
rights when compared to other authoritarian and totalitarian states in 
Eastern Europe. This particularly applied when human rights in Kosova 
were in question, where even access to information about the status of 
these rights was difficult compared to other areas in Yugoslavia. During 
this period, the IHF was led by Karl von Schwarzenberg as chairman and 
Jeri Laber as vice chairman. Laber was also the executive director of the 
U.S. Helsinki Watch at that time.  

In December 1988, on behalf of the U.S. Helsinki Watch, M. Bernard 
Aidinoff and Kenneth Anderson visited Yugoslavia. In their report, they 
recommended that “(…) given the barriers to collecting information in 
Kosovo, and given the extensive ongoing human rights violations, a 
special delegation of international human rights monitors should be 
permitted to investigate conditions”.38 

Consequently, a joint delegation of the IHF and the U.S. Helsinki 
Watch (Human Rights Watch), guided by Backer and Gjøtterud, travelled 

 
38 A Helsinki Watch Report (1989): As the Federation Disintegrates: Human Rights in Yugoslavia, p.37 
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to Kosova in September 1989. In January 1990, the delegation’s first 
report on the situation in Kosova was published. Following is a fragment 
and cover photo from the report of the members of the delegation of the 
IHF, including members of the U.S. Helsinki Watch (Human Rights 
Watch) and the NHC. It includes acknowledgments to Backer, Gjøtterud 
and others in the introduction. It also contains a copy of Pages 43 and 44 
of this report, where concrete suggestions are offered regarding the 
situation in Kosova to foreign policy makers in the United States, 
European Community and the Council of Europe.  
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THE FIRST TWO VISITS OF POLITICAL PARTY DELEGATIONS 
FROM KOSOVA TO WESTERN COUNTRIES 
 

Considering that one of the main concerns of the Helsinki Process was 
encouraging and promoting democratic opposition forces under repressive 
regimes, the KGNHC, with the help of Backer, organized the first official 
visit of the Kosova delegation led by Ibrahim Rugova to the Western 
countries, on February 14–18, 1990, starting in Oslo, Norway.  

The following is a facsimile of the agenda of the first official visit of the 
Kosova delegation led by Ibrahim Rugova to Oslo, on February 14, 1990. 
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Photo below (from the left): Kristoffer Gjøtterud, Berit Backer, Ibrahim 
Rugova and Shkëlzen Maliqi, during the abovementioned visit, concretely 
during the open meeting in the NHC on February 17, 1990: 
  

 
 
 

At the suggestion of Backer and Gjøtterud, to reflect the political-
democratic pluralism of Kosova, this Kosova delegation was composed of 
Rugova, chairman of the largest party, Democratic League of Kosova 
(LDK); Shkëlzen Maliqi, chairman of the Social Democratic Party of 
Kosova (PSDK); and Nufri Lekaj in the capacity of representative of the 
People’s Movement for the Republic of Kosova (LPK). According to an 
Albanian - Swedish journalist, Milaim Zeka, they were received by three 
Norwegian ministers and other senior parliamentary and cultural figures 
of Norway.39 In this situation, through her contacts, Backer lobbied to 
open the doors of Western politicians to the Kosova LDK and Peace 

 
39 The Albanian-Swedish journalist, Milaim Zeka, writes in an article for Kosova magazine Exclusive 
no.7/2000, titled “Short biography of  Berit Backer”, among other things, that Berit Backer: “(...) with the 
Albanian collaborators, for the first time brought a high-level delegation from Kosova headed by Ibrahim Rugova and 
accompanied by Nufri Lekaj and Shkelzen Maliqi. They were received by three Norwegian ministers and other senior 
parliamentary and cultural figures of  Norway (...)”.  
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Movement’s leader, Rugova, aiming to empower Kosova through 
international cooperation. As a respected personality from the intellectual 
elite of Kosova, Backer also participated as an encourager and observer in 
the preparatory meetings for the formation of the LDK. 

In the following, firstly, is one of Backer’s notes from the preparatory 
meetings for the formation of the LDK on September 12, 1989. Secondly 
is the facsimile of the article from Kosova magazine Exclusive no.7/2000, 
titled “Short biography of Berit Backer”, written by Zeka, who accompanied 
the Kosova delegation led by Rugova during the trip from Oslo, Norway, 
to Stockholm, Sweden, on February 18, 1990. 
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The second visit by the Kosova delegations to Western countries took 
place in Washington, D.C., in April 1990 and was organized by the 
Albanian–American Civic League (AACL). This occurred with help from 
Albanian–American Congressman Joseph DioGuardi,40 who had started 
advocating for Kosova earlier. In June 1986, DioGuardi presented a 
resolution for the protection of human rights for Albanians in Yugoslavia 

 
40 Fordham Preparatory School (n.d.); Hon. Joseph J. DioGuardi, CPA, Class of  1958: Joseph John 
DioGuardi was born on September 20, 1940, the son of  grocers Joseph (Giuseppe), Sr. and Grace 
Paparella DioGuardi. Joe’s father had immigrated at age 15 from Greci, or Katundi, an Albanian-
speaking village near Naples, Italy, that had been settled by the descendants of  soldiers who had arrived 
to defend Italy in the 15th century. As for Joe’s mother, she was the daughter of  immigrants from Bari, 
Italy: https://www.fordhamprep.org/alumni/hall-of-honor/inductees/single-post/~board/hall-of-
honor/post/dioguardi 

https://www.fordhamprep.org/alumni/hall-of-honor/inductees/single-post/%7Eboard/hall-of-honor/post/dioguardi
https://www.fordhamprep.org/alumni/hall-of-honor/inductees/single-post/%7Eboard/hall-of-honor/post/dioguardi


27 

to the U.S. House of Representatives, while his friend, Senator Bob Dole, 
presented the same resolution to the U.S. Senate. Serbian officials engaged 
Russian and Greek sponsors to lobby against this resolution in the U.S. 
Congress. However, an expanded version was re-introduced in Congress 
in June 1987 by DioGuardi and Dole and had an even greater effect. 
Subsequently, the lobbying activity by Albanian–Americans in the United 
States for Kosova was increased. In January 1989, the Albanian–American 
Civic League was founded, headed by DioGuardi; despite obstacles, he 
managed to travel to Kosova in November 1989 to take a closer look at 
the difficult socio-political situation. In February 1990, he travelled again 
to Kosova with the human rights staff of the U.S. Congress, led by Tom 
Lantos and John Porter. In April 1990, along with his collaborators, he 
managed to organize the first visit of the Kosova delegation to the U.S. 
Congressional Human Rights Caucus Hearing for Kosova in Washington.41 
This delegation from Kosova – led by Rugova, chairman of the largest 
party, the LDK – had broad representation, including Luljeta Pula, 
chairwoman of the LDK Women’s Association of Kosova; Shkëlzen 
Maliqi, chairman of the Social Democratic Party of Kosova; Hivzi Islami, 
chairman of the Farmer’s Party of Kosova; Mark Krasniqi, chairman of 
the Christian Democratic Party of Kosova; Gazmend Pula, chairman of 
the Kosova Helsinki Committee; Veton Surroi; Rexhep Qosja; Hajrullah 
Gorani; and Halil Matoshi.  

All of the ventures that were led by DioGuardi were strongly supported 
by the Albanian - American community in the United States, in coordination 
with some of the prominent Albanian - American activists: Brothers 
Ramadan and Xhim Xhema 42, Sami Repishti, Bruno Selimaj, Rexh 
Xhakli, Sergjio Bytyqi, Din Derti, Shaqir Gashi 43, Gjeto Sinishtaj, Shyqëri 
Ismailaj, Shaban Gjonbalaj, Gjergj Kalaj and others.44 

 
41 The albanian american civic league: changing history for twenty five years: https://www.aacl.com/our-25-
year-history 
42 Dashnor Kaloçi (2018): The secret letter of  the Albanian ambassador to the UN, on July 26th, 1986: 
“Congressman DioGuardi’s campaign was financed by Ramadan Xhema’s brother, Xhim Xhema…” : https:// 
www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-
financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0  
43 Interview of Bruno Selimaj on Kosova RTV21 (October 18th, 2023): https://youtu.be/cfqVMtXV 
1mw?si=3P3-xR50u5-O9afs 
44 Dashnor Kaloçi (2018): The secret letter of  the Albanian ambassador to the UN, on July 26th, 1986: 
“Congressman DioGuardi’s campaign was financed by Ramadan Xhema’s brother, Xhim Xhema…” : https:// 

https://www.aacl.com/our-25-year-history
https://www.aacl.com/our-25-year-history
https://www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0
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The following is an informative fragment from the official website of 
the Albanian - American Civic League, regarding the abovementioned 
visit of the Kosova delegation, led by Ibrahim Rugova: 

 

 
 
 

Photo below (from the left): Joseph DioGuardi, Ibrahim Rugova and Tom 
Lantos during the abovementioned visit, concretely during the opening 
meeting organized by the Albanian - American Civic League in April 1990:  

 

 
www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-
financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0  

https://www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.panorama.com.al/letra-sekrete-e-ambasadorit-shqiptar-ne-okb-kongresmenit-dioguardi-ia-financoi-fushaten-vellai-i-xhemes-qe-njihet-si-psikopat/#gsc.tab=0
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    During both of these visits, a member of the delegation, Shkelzen 
Maliqi, wrote the following in a commemorative Facebook post for 
Rugova and Backer: “In February 1990, Dr. Ibrahim Rugova and I, in the 
organization of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, visited 
Vienna, Oslo, and Stockholm, where we were welcomed by government 
officials, writers’ associations, the Nobel Committee, and NGOs of these 
countries. For ten days, we had over fifty meetings and presentations at 
public forums, where we testified about the massive repression of the 
Serbian regime in Kosova and the liberation and democratic goals of the 
Albanian resistance. In this photo (author’s clarification: see photo on 
page 24 of this book), if I am not mistaken, it must be the public debate 
that took place in Oslo. Dr. Rugova, I, and anthropologist Berit Becker - 
who had organized this entire trip and the presentations, spoke and 
answered questions from the public.  That same spring, in April, as the 
largest delegation, we were also invited by the American Congress, which 
gave a special stamp to the internationalization of the Kosova issue and to 
the promotion of Ibrahim Rugova as the political leader of Kosova. Glory 
to Rugova and Berita.” 45 In a comment on the same Facebook post, 

 
45Shkelzen Maliqi, “In February 1990, Dr. Ibrahim Rugova and I, in the organization of the 
Helsinki Committee…,” Facebook post, 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BFbZqGMCE/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BFbZqGMCE/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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Maliqi added the following clarification: “This visit was originally 
supposed to be organized in the autumn of 1989, with Rugova and me as 
the invited participants. Before our visit someone from the Albanian 
diaspora insisted that I be replaced by Rexhep Qosja, as the greater 
authority. Nevertheless, Berita informed me that the visit was being 
postponed, without giving details about the reason. I do not know 
whether, in the meantime, she spoke with Qosja, but during the visit in 
February she told me that she had preferred Rugova and me as a tandem, 
without going into the details of the influences involved. Nufri Lekaj must 
have been aware of the details.”46 
    Shkëlzen Maliqi’s Facebook post may be regarded as grounded in the 
available evidence, including the discussion concerning the invitation of 
Rexhep Qosja rather than Shkëlzen Maliqi. The organization of the visit 
and the selection of participants were the responsibility of Berit Backer, 
Nufri Lekaj, and Kristoffer Gjøtterud. Following internal discussions and 
at Backer’s insistence, the decision was made to invite Shkëlzen Maliqi, 
as the primary purpose of the visit and of the meetings held in Oslo, 
Stockholm, and Vienna was to present and promote the principal political 
alternatives emerging in Kosova during the early phase of political 
pluralization. In this context, Rexhep Qosja did not hold a leadership 
position within any political party in Kosova, whereas Ibrahim Rugova 
and Shkëlzen Maliqi headed two political formations that came to the fore 
immediately after the introduction of multiparty politics in Kosova: LDK 
and PSDK. In order to achieve a representative democratic balance 
among Kosova’s political currents, and again following Backer’s 
insistence as well as Gjøtterud’s recommendation, it was decided that 
Nufri Lekaj would represent LPK in meetings with Norwegian 
institutions and officials. At the time, LPK operated as a clandestine 
organization within Kosova and was therefore represented through its 
structures abroad. This was also due to the fact that the visit to Norway 
had a more demanding agenda and a higher-level profile.  As a result, the 
meetings conducted in Oslo may be understood as having had a distinct 
character of advocating democratic pluralism and political representation 
in Kosova. 

 
46Ibid 
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These two historical visits of the Kosova Albanian delegations to 
Western countries – namely, the visit led by Rugova in Oslo in February 
1990, organized by the KGNHC, and the visit led by Rugova in 
Washington in April 1990, organized by the AACL – increased Kosova’s 
para-diplomatic ties with Western countries. They also heightened the 
already growing popularity of Rugova in Kosova and in the Albanian 
diaspora. 

In the same year, the KGNHC organized a joint press conference at the 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee (an integral body of the International 
Helsinki Federation) for the chairman of the AACL, Joseph DioGuardi, 
and the secretary of the Council for the Defence of Human Rights and 
Freedoms in Kosova, Zekeria Cana — with the objective of further 
internationalizing the Kosova issue within the framework of the Helsinki 
Process. The conference also raised the issue of the entry ban in 
Yugoslavia, imposed by the Milošević regime against Berit Backer and 
Joseph DioGuardi. This event took place during Joseph DioGuardi’s 
European visit, accompanied by Osman Osmani and Mehdi Hajdari, from 
20 to 25 August 1990. Below is a photograph from the conference held on 
22 August 1990, showing, from left to right: Osman Osmani, Joseph 
DioGuardi, Zekeria Cana, Mehdi Hajdari, and Nufri Lekaj. 
 

 
 
    It is worth mentioning that, following the 1968 demonstrations in 
Kosova, a number of activists — including Tahir Kërnaja, Sami Repishti, 
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Maliq Arifaj, brothers Sergio and John Bitici, Peter Prifti, Rexhep 
Krasniqi, Safete Juka, and others — initiated efforts to internationalize the 
Kosova issue in the United States through the organization Albanian-
Kosovar Youth in the Free World.47 Following the 1981 demonstrations 
in Kosova, a significant contribution to this effort was made by activists 
such as Rrok Nikçi, Ahmet Zherka, Gjeto Sinishtaj, Kol Gojçi, Gjokë 
Martini, Gjergj Kalaj, Ndue Camaj 48, Naim Balidemaj, Esad Gjonbalaj, 
and many others, through the Jusuf Gërvalla Club based in New York. 
This Club, headed by Ramiz Llapatinca49, Shpend Haxhaj50 and others, 
functioned for a time as a branch of the LPK, with sub-branches in Detroit, 
Chicago, and Dallas. 

During the 1990s, activism for Kosova among the Albanian American 
community intensified, and was further strengthened by the support of 
organizations such as the Albanian American Civic League, Vatra – the 
Pan-Albanian Federation of America, and the National Albanian 
American Council, led by Ekrem Bardha, Harry Bajraktari, Ilir Zherka, 
Avni Mustafaj, and others.51 These organizations gradually gained access 
to, and the attention of influential members of Congress and senior 
policymakers. 52 In fact, the tradition of Albanian Americans advocating 
for the rights of Albanians in the Balkans has its roots in the early activities 
of the Pan-Albanian Federation – Vatra53, established in 1912 and led by 
Fan Stilian Noli, Faik Konica, and others. 

Vatra embraced liberal American political ideals and institutions, 
expressing confidence in President Wilson’s principle of self-determination. 

 
47 Ragip Guraziu: “Rinia shqiptare në botën e lirë” (2019): https://www.botasot.info/kultura/ 
1034688/rinia-shqiptare-ne-boten-e-lire/ 
48 Qazim Doda: “Rrok Nikçi….” (2015): https://qazimdoda.wordpress.com/2015/11/20/rrok-
nikci-ishte-kelmendasi-qe-vlente-me-shume-se-qeverite-e-dy-shteteve-tona/ 
49 Qazim Doda: “Na la Ramiz Llapatinca” (2020): https://qazimdoda.wordpress.com/2020/04/10 
/na-la-ramiz-llapatinca/  
50 Plava e Gucia Sot: “Intervistë me Shpend Haxhaj – Hoti, AA vision “Me Shqiptarët e Amerikës 
(Video)” (2018): https://plavaeguciasot.com/interviste-me-shpend-haxhaj-hoti-dhene-aa-vision-me-
shqiptaret-e-amerikes/ 
51 Harry Bajraktari: “National Albanian American Council – White House – March 31, 1999” (2019): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9z4AzcVg-4  
52 Elez Biberaj (July 18th, 2015): Professor Sami Repishti and the Struggle for Kosova’s Freedom and Independence; 
https://gazetadielli.com/professor-sami-repishti-and-the-struggle-for-kosovas-freedom-and-
independence/ 
53 Gazeta Dielli: “Conversation with vatra president Elmi Berisha” (2020): https://gazetadielli.com/ 
conversation-with-vatra-president-elmi-berisha/ 

https://plavaeguciasot.com/interviste-me-shpend-haxhaj-hoti-dhene-aa-vision-me-shqiptaret-e-amerikes/
https://plavaeguciasot.com/interviste-me-shpend-haxhaj-hoti-dhene-aa-vision-me-shqiptaret-e-amerikes/
https://gazetadielli.com/professor-sami-repishti-and-the-struggle-for-kosovas-freedom-and-independence/
https://gazetadielli.com/professor-sami-repishti-and-the-struggle-for-kosovas-freedom-and-independence/
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They believed these values could advance the Albanian national cause, 
especially in efforts to reclaim Kosova, which had been denied to Albania 
in the territorial settlements of 1913.54 For example, Fan Stilian Noli - 
educated at Harvard University and also a former Prime Minister of 
Albania for a period, tried his best to internationalize the Kosova issue 
through the League of Nations.55  

Similarly, Hasan Prishtina, a political scientist who also briefly served 
as Prime Minister of Albania, had confidence in Wilson’s principles of 
self-determination and sought his support. He considered that since the 
Albanian nation was divided in two after 1912, and almost half of the 
Albanian nation remained under the occupation of neighbouring 
countries, this presented a unique case of self-determination on the 
European continent. Prishtina was also preoccupied to ensure that the 
resistance of the Albanians in Kosova was directed solely against the 
oppressive Serbian regime, and not against Serbian civilians. On this 
matter, English historian Noel Malcolm writes, among other things: 
“Most of the wartime political leaders of Kosovo had left the territory by 
this time; a group of them, led by Hasan Prishtina, gathered in Shkodra in 
November 1918 and formed a `Committee for the National Defence of 
Kosovo`, known more simply as the Kosovo Committee. Hasan Prishtina 
was actively lobbying the American government for the inclusion of 
Kosovo in a new Albanian state, and in February the Committee sent a 
protest letter to the Paris Peace Conference about the killings of Albanians 
in Kosovo…. (….) In practice, the Kosovo Committee devoted most of its 
energies to supporting and, to some extent, directing the kacak movement 
inside Kosovo. In early 1919 it drew up a general set of rules for the 
movement, beginning with the following two points: 1: No rebel will dare 
to harm the local Serbs, but only those who stand with weapons in their 
hands against the will of the Albanians. 2: No rebel will dare to burn down 
a house or destroy a church”. 56  

Below is the letter from Hasan Prishtina sent to President Woodrow 
Wilson on December 18, 1918.57  

 
54 Guy 2012: 145 
55 Austin 2004: 239-241 
56 Malcolm 2001: 283-285 
57 A letter from Hasan Prishtina to President Wilson; December 18, 1918, p.11. Retrieved from The 
Institute of  Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of  the Albanians – Skopje (November 22, 2019). 
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Unfortunately, the policies of the Serbian regimes since 1912 - 

including those promoted through certain cultural institutions - have been 
marked by persistent efforts to exclude Albanians from the territory of 
Kosova. This has had major consequences.  

According to Malcolm: “Indeed it was the upheaval of the Albanian 
revolt in 1912 which both persuaded the Balkan states that the time was 
ripe for an anti-Ottoman war, and so fatally weakened the Ottomans that 
the war was quickly won. As the English traveler and politician Aubrey 
Herbert put it six years later in a memorandum on the Albanians: ‘In the 
end, like Samson in the Temple of Gaza, they pulled down the columns 
of the Ottoman Empire upon their own head. It was the Albanians and 
not the Serbs or Bulgars or Greeks who defeated the Turks”. 58 During this 
period of the First Balkan War, which was preceded by this powerful 
Albanian uprising against the Ottoman Empire in the spring of 1912, 
Serbia took advantage of the circumstances to occupy Kosova, including 

 
58 Malcolm 2001: 259 
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areas inhabited by Albanians in Macedonia. Serbian historiography 
presents this maneuver as “liberation”. Malcolm argues that: “Kosovo 
remained Ottoman territory until it was conquered by Serbian forces in 
1912. Serbs would say ‘liberated’; but even their own estimates put the 
Orthodox Serb population at less than 25%. The majority population was 
Albanian, and did not welcome Serb rule, so ‘conquered’ seems the right 
word”.59 

One of the few Serbs who protested against violence towards the 
Albanian population was the socialist leader Dimitrije Tucović. 
According to Norwegian Balkanologist Svein Mønnesland: “He regarded 
the Serb occupation of Kosovo as a classic colonial war, as an attempt to 
“commit premeditated murder against an entire nation” Tucović was in 
favor of a socialist federation in the Balkans..(…), he feared that Serbian 
politics would create such hatred that co-operation between Albanians 
and Serbs would be impossible in the future”. 60 In addition to Dimitrije 
Tucović's courageous reaction against crimes against Albanians, there 
were responses from others who had the opportunity to follow the situation 
closely. Lev Trotskij, who during this period was a correspondent in Vienna 
for the Ukrainian newspaper Kievskaia Mysl, was terrified by the 
barbarism of the Serbian forces. Meanwhile, the publicist Leo Freundlich, 
based on multiple evidence, published the book Albaniens Golgotha in 
1913. At the end of 1913, the European press reported a death toll of 
20,000 Albanians. Then, in 1914, the International Commission of 
Inquiry into the Balkan Wars (of the American Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace) published a report confirming systematic violence 
against Albanians with the purpose of ethnic cleansing. 61 The scholar 
Edith Durham, secretary of the Anglo-Albanian Society, also wrote about 
these barbarisms against Albanians in her memoirs, and she joined 
Aubrey Herbert as champions of the Albanian cause. 62 

The colonization programmes, which started with the decree of 
February 1914, were redoubled after 1918 and lasted until the Second 

 
59 The Guardian (2008): Is Kosovo Serbia? We ask a historian, Noel Malcolm: https://amp.theguardian. 
com/world/2008/feb/26/kosova.serbia 
60 Mønnesland 2006: 150 
61 Malcolm 2001: 264-265 
62 Robert Elsie (s.a.): 1912, Aubrey Herbert: A Meeting with Isa Boletini: 1912 | Aubrey Herbert: A 
Meeting with Isa Boletini (albanianhistory.net) 

https://amp.theguardian.com/world/2008/feb/26/kosovo.serbia
https://amp.theguardian.com/world/2008/feb/26/kosovo.serbia
http://www.albanianhistory.net/1912_Herbert/index.html
http://www.albanianhistory.net/1912_Herbert/index.html
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World War, aiming to make life difficult for the Albanians and force them 
to leave. Despite this, a significant number of Serb intellectuals were 
dissatisfied with the scale of the colonization process, regarding the oppression 
as insufficient to influence a larger mass exodus of Albanians from Kosova. 
This topic was prominent between 1937 and 1939 among the members of 
the Serbian Cultural Club in Belgrade:63 According to Malcolm: “One of 
the most distinguished members of this club was Vaso CČubrilović, a former 
member of the `Mlada Bosna` group of young terrorists who planned the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 1914; he was now a 
respected historian at Belgrade University. His own contribution to this 
debate took the form of a long policy paper, which he submitted to the 
Yugoslav government in 1937. Recognizing the limitations of the 
colonization programme, he wrote: `If we assume that the gradual 
displacement of the Albanians through our progressive colonization is 
ineffective, then we are left with only one course - that of their mass 
emigration`. As he pointed out: `At a time when Germany can expel tens 
of thousands of Jews … the shifting of a few hundred thousand Albanians 
will not lead to the outbreak of a world war.` CČubrilović proposed a whole 
range of methods to induce them to leave: The law must be enforced to 
the letter, to make staying intolerable for the Albanians... such as 
punishment for smuggling, for cutting the forest, for damaging agriculture, 
for leaving dogs unchained... any other measure that an experienced police 
force can contrive. From the economic aspect: the refusal to recognize the old 
land deeds … the requisitioning of all state and communal pastures … 
dismissal from state, private, and communal offices … When it comes to 
religion, the Albanians are very touchy. Therefore, they must be harassed 
on this score too. This can be achieved through the ill-treatment of their 
clergy, the destruction of their cemeteries … There remains one more 
means, which Serbia had employed very successfully after 1878: secretly 
burning down Albanian villages and city quarters”. 64 Malcolm considered 
that, “We may suppose that the figure for the emigration of Albanians and 
other Muslims from Kosovo in the entire period 1918 - 41 was in the 
region between 90,000 and 150,000”.65  

 
63 Malcolm 2001: 290-291, 295 
64 Ibid: 295-296 
65 Ibid: 298 
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During the Second Word War, the Albanian communists, who founded 
the Communist Party of Albania at the end of 1941, were determined to 
fight against the Italian–German occupying forces, because they found the 
solution to the Albanian national question to be in harmony with Leninists 
standing for the right of people to self-determination.66 Malcolm argues 
that many officials and functionaries in Serbia continued to work for the 
new regime of the occupying forces during the Second World War. The 
reason that a significant number of Albanians cooperated with the 
occupying forces in Kosova was that the Albanians saw them, at least 
potentially, as liberators from the former Yugoslav occupation. 
Consequently, the number of Kosova Albanians in the Communist Party 
was small, even though the first groups of Kosova Albanian partisans were 
formed in September 1942 and early 1943, into the Zenel Hajdini and 
Emin Duraku units, respectively. However, as the Yugoslav Communist 
Party tactically made some concessions to Albanian nationalism, the 
number of Albanian communists increased. This culminated in a strong 
official statement, issued by the Communist Party in Albania in December 
1943, calling for self-determination even if it meant the partition of Kosova 
from Yugoslavia. This statement led to the mobilization of Albanians in 
the communist movement, and, at the same time, the Albanians’ demands 
were secured at a meeting held in the village of Bujan in Albania, at which 
the two local committees of the Yugoslav Communist Party in Kosova 
adopted a resolution.67 During that meeting, delegates agreed to set up a 
committee for all of Kosova, and the Bujan resolution remained the 
official policy of this committee. The main section of the resolution states 
the following: “Kosovo-Metohija is an area with a majority Albanian 
population, which, now as always in the past, wishes to be united with 
Albania... The only way that the Albanians of Kosovo-Metohija can be 
united with Albania is through a common struggle with the other peoples 
of Yugoslavia against the occupiers and their lackeys. For the only way 
freedom can be achieved is if all peoples, including the Albanians, have 
the possibility of deciding on their own destiny, with the right to self-
determination, up to and including secession”.68 Albanians in Kosova 

 
66 Lekaj 2021: 117 
67 Malcolm  2001: 309, 313, 320 
68 Ibid: 320-321 
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were not allowed a referendum, despite the Bujan resolution, and Kosova 
was formally reoccupied by Yugoslavia. In the context of these developments, 
the Yugoslav communist government aimed to avoid any strong anti-
Yugoslav resistance in Kosova by launching a campaign to mobilize 
Albanians. In December 1944, some 30,000 to 50,000 Albanian soldiers 
were recruited to be stationed at the front to meet the needs of the 
Yugoslav armed forces in Serbia, Vojvodina, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, and Slovenia. A considerable number of these recruits were 
mistreated and killed by the Yugoslav communists, as was the case at the 
Bar tragedy.69 Therefore, anti-communist resistance after the Second 
World War in Yugoslavia lasted the longest in Kosova.70 Even at the end 
of the war, one of the most influential partisan commanders, Shaban 
Polluzha, who had led approximately 8,000 fighters and is estimated to 
have been joined by about 20,000 others, 71 resisted the reconquest of 
Kosova. 

After the Second World War, the Belgrade regime began to implement 
a new multi-dimensional hostile approach towards the Albanians in 
Yugoslavia: Albanians in Kosova and the Albanians outside the shrunken 
administrative borders of Kosova who were left within the borders of the 
Republics of Serbia, Macedonia, and Montenegro. Aleksandar Ranković, 
the vice president of Yugoslavia and second in command after President 
Josip Broz (nicknamed Tito), and simultaneously the minister of the 
interior and the head of the State Security Service (Uprava Državne 
Bezbednosti or UDB), had used repressive measures to instill fear throughout 
Yugoslavia. However, Ranković, being influenced by CČubrilović, was 
particularly violent towards the Albanians, intending to displace them 
from Yugoslavia. 72 In addition, other methods were used to manipulate 
and displace Albanians, including creating significant structural ethnic 
inequalities. On this subject, Malcolm writes: “The leading advocate of 
such a policy in the pre-war period, Vaso CČubrilović, had made a seamless 
transition in his own career from Serbian nationalist to Communist 
adviser, and had submitted another report to the Communist leadership 

 
69 Robert Elsie: “Kosovo and the Bar Tragedy of  March 1945”, p.3-4 (2012): http://www.elsie.de 
/pdf/articles/A2012BarTragedy.pdf 
70 Lekaj 2021: 120 
71 Malcolm 2001: 324 -325 
72 Lekaj 2021: 122 - 123 
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in November 1944 urging that `The only correct solution of the question 
of minorities for us is emigration`. Large-scale emigration began in 1953 
with, according to some reports, 13,000 `Turks` leaving Yugoslavia for 
Turkey. It has been estimated that between 1945 and 1966, roughly 
246,000 people emigrated to Turkey from the whole of Yugoslavia. More 
than half of that total was probably from Macedonia (where the recorded 
population of `Turks` had jumped from 95,940 in 1948 to 203,000 in 
1953); some of those who left may have been Muslim Slavs, and some, 
indeed, may have been ethnic Turks. Detailed figures for Kosovo are not 
recorded, but a total in the region of 100,000 for the whole of that period 
may not be an unreasonable guess. The 1950s and early 1960s formed, 
from the Albanian point of view, the nadir of the whole period of Tito’s 
rule. A strong ethnic imbalance remained in place: Serbs and Montenegrins, 
who were 27 per cent of the population of Kosovo according to the 1953 
census, accounted for 50 per cent of the Party membership and 68 per cent 
of ‘administrative and leading’ positions. In the factories, they also made 
up roughly 50 per cent of the workers…(…)  

The overall imbalance in public employment was never overcome: In 
1980, it was calculated that one in five Serbs had a state-salaried job, but 
only one in eleven Albanians”. 73  

In 1968, the demonstrations were initiated by a group of Albanian 
students in Prishtina, who were, in fact, the youth cell within a larger 
revolutionary clandestine group founded in 1963, led by Adem Demaçi, 
with the main demands being, “We want a republic”, “We want a 
constitution”, “We want a university”, and the like. Moreover, these 
demonstrations had an indirect impact in the context of a political process 
that had begun under the Yugoslav leadership in 1966, resulting in the 
new Yugoslav constitution of 1974. The root cause of this process was 
Aleksandar Ranković, who had become very powerful using his high 
positions in the Yugoslav leadership and his neo-Stalinist approach. The 
UDB was accused of abuses, namely, terrorizing the people and 
eavesdropping on Tito, which resulted in the removal of Ranković from 
all leadership positions.74 Regarding the impacts of this process and the 
demonstrations of 1968, Mønnesland writes: “After the war, Albanians 

 
73 Malcolm 2001: 336-337, 340 
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were more exposed to oppression than any other nationality. After the fall 
of Ranković, the Albanians gained a certain kind of freedom for the first 
time. Although some Serb nationalists protested against the ban on 
Serbian domination, accusing Albanians of “irredentism” and “separatism”, 
the reformation process did not stop. In November 1968, powerful 
demonstrations erupted against the Serbian regime in Kosovo. One was 
killed, and 37 were injured. The demonstrators demanded the republic 
status for Kosovo. The demonstrations were opposed by the communist 
party, and the leaders of the demonstrations were sentenced to long prison 
terms. However, in the same year, constitutional amendments were 
adopted that made Kosovo an “autonomous socialist province”, and the 
Serbian name Metohija was removed from use, as requested by the 
Albanians. The advancement of the status of Kosovo and Vojvodina to 
“autonomous socialist provinces” gave them the right to have their own 
constitutions and parliaments and the greater rights of economic self-
government. The period from 1968 to 1980 was increasingly characterized 
by cultural prosperity. In 1969, an independent university was established 
in Prishtina, dominated by Albanian students and teachers”. 75  

The cultural–political progress of Albanians during the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, including the introduction of the Kosova Constitution in 
1974, was a major achievement. However, at the same time, there was no 
guarantee of a solution to the Albanian issue in Yugoslavia, because 
Kosova had not evolved into a formal republic that could guarantee 
political security to its citizens after the death of Tito, whose priority was 
political power and stability and not the political future of the Albanians 
in Yugoslavia. 76 Even Tito’s rapprochement with Albania’s leader, Enver 
Hoxha, was strategic. Malcolm argues that Yugoslavia’s reconciliation 
with Albania was because Tito had previously feared the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia by the Soviet Union and needed the support of all anti-
Russian states in the Balkans. Albania, during that time, had broken 
relations with the Soviet Union and did not receive subsidies from that 
nation.77  

 
75 Mønnesland 2006: 223  
76 Lekaj 2021: 129 
77 Malcolm, 2001: 339 
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One of the main justifications for why Kosova could not have the status 
of a republic was based on a doctrine developed in the Soviet Union, 
which also served as a cornerstone of the Yugoslav federation. According 
to this doctrine, republics were designated for nations, not for nationalities. 
However, this criterion was not consistently upheld. For instance, the 
Romanian-speaking population of Moldova, bordering Romania, had its 
own republic within the Soviet Union. 78  

Therefore, the 1981 demonstrations, in addition to demanding equality 
and security for the Albanians of Kosova, were also a consequence of the 
broader socio-political context in Kosova. In this regard, Mønnesland 
writes the following: “The rebellion of the Albanians may seem strange at 
a time when they had managed to acquire more rights than ever before. 
But the “boom period” in the ’70s influenced the raising of national 
awareness, especially among young people, which inevitably resulted in 
increased political demands. Why should Kosovo not have republican 
status when it has more inhabitants than Montenegro or Slovenia? The 
dissatisfaction was also fed by the fact that Kosovo was still the poorest 
territory in the country”. 79 These demonstrations were even more massive 
than the demonstrations in 1968, and the Serbian government’s response 
to the 1981 protests was significantly more brutal. Police forces injured 
hundreds of demonstrators, while dozens were killed. Moreover, after 
Milošević came to power in Serbia in the 1980s, the plan of dismantling 
Kosova’s institutions, established under the 1974 Constitution, began. 
 
 

THE FIRST VISIT OF THE DELEGATION OF THE ASSEMBLY 
OF KOSOVA TO WESTERN COUNTRIES 

 
On March 23, 1989, the abolition of Kosova’s autonomy was imposed 

under the police and military siege of the Assembly of Kosova. This 
aroused great indignation among the Kosova Albanians, which resulted 
in mass demonstrations and protests during 1989 and 1990. In addition to 
imprisonment and persecution, dozens of the Kosova Albanians were 
killed by Milošević’s police and military forces during these demonstrations. 

 
78 Ibid: 341-343 
79 Mønnesland 2006: 239 
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On July 2nd, 1990, the Albanian delegates of the new legislature of the 
Assembly of Kosova, which began its work on December 4, 1989, took 
the courageous decision to adopt a declaration proclaiming Kosova an 
equal and independent political entity within the Yugoslav federation. 
The proclamation took place at the entrance of the Assembly building 
because delegates were not allowed to enter the Assembly, which was 
surrounded by numerous police forces, a special unit and the Serbian 
army. The statement was read by Muharrem Shabani and was signed by 
all Albanian delegates of the new legislature of the Assembly of Kosova.  

At that time, immediately after the Declaration on July 2nd, 1990, the 
most active delegates of the Kosova Assembly moved into exile in 
Slovenia to avoid arrests and torture, while the Migjeni Association in 
Ljubljana took care of their placement and accommodations. The delegates 
chose Muharrem Shabani, Skënder Skënderi and Bujar Gjurgjeala to 
represent them as a delegation of the Kosova Assembly in international 
meetings during their visits to Western countries. In this regard, Backer 
and her collaborators organized the visit of the delegation of the Assembly 
of Kosova to Oslo. The delegation of the Assembly of Kosova was 
accompanied from Slovenia by the activist of the Migjeni Association, 
Fadil Demiri. 

Both before and after this visit of the delegation, Backer lobbied for the 
Kosova issue not only within the IHF but also through direct mutual 
correspondence with the diplomats of the Western countries and with the 
European Parliament. In fact, the programme of the visit by the delegation 
of the Assembly of Kosova to the Western countries was organized by 
Backer and her collaborators at the KGNHC. The delegation was received 
not only by national Helsinki committees in each of the countries they 
visited but also by government officials, parliamentarians, representatives 
of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and members of the media, 
both print and broadcast.  

To illustrate this, eighth facsimile of documents will be presented. The 
first facsimile is a letter from the Council for the Defence of Human Rights 
and Freedoms in Kosova, and three political parties from Kosova, sent to 
Nufri Lekaj. The second, third, fourth and fifth facsimiles are Backer’s 
communications with the European Parliament, with the Helsinki 
Federation, with the U.S. Helsinki Watch (Human Rights Watch) and one 
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of Backer’s correspondences with diplomats of Western countries. The 
sixth facsimile is a letter addressed to the delegation of the Assembly of 
Kosova by Kristoffer Gjøtterud, in his capacity as Deputy Chairman of 
the Norwegian Helsinki Committee. The seventh facsimile is a fragment 
of the Kosova-Info newsletter regarding the programme of the Assembly 
of Kosova delegation’s visit to Western countries. Kosova-Info was a 
newsletter published at irregular intervals by the KGNHC and distributed 
through the Helsinki Federation. In the framework of cooperation 
between the KGNHC and the LPK, the newsletter Kosova-Info was also 
distributed by LPK activists (Rexhë Ibërdemaj and Ibrahim Kelmendi) in 
the relevant German institutions. In fact, even when KGNHC organized 
the first visit of the Assembly of Kosova’s delegation to Western countries, 
the LPK activists in Germany (Ibrahim Kelmendi, Sabri Kiçmari and 
Rexhë Ibërdemaj) accompanied the delegation to the meetings with the 
German parliamentarians.  

The eighth facsimile is an article by Backer published on the front page 
of Appell, the official newspaper of the NHC, edition no. 3/4 1990, regarding 
the visit of the delegation of the Assembly of Kosova to the Western 
countries and the worsening of the general situation in Kosova. In this 
article, titled “Kosova under the full police control”, she provides information 
about human rights abuses in Kosova and at the end of this article she 
suggests, “It is important that the Norwegian authorities address the 
abuses in the international forums in which the country participates”. A 
photograph accompanying the article depicts the delegation of the 
Assembly of Kosova (from left, Skënder Skënderi, Muharrem Shabani, 
Bujar Gjygjeala, accompanied by Fadil Demiri), during their visit to the 
Norwegian Human Rights House in Oslo. 

Furthermore, the ninth and tenth facsimiles are from edition no. 3/4 of 
Appell (edited by Ole Drolsum). The ninth facsimile states that, “A 
delegation from the International Helsinki Federation was arrested in 
Kosova in early September. The delegation was interrogated, had all its 
papers confiscated and was then placed under house arrest in the 
provincial capital, Prishtina. They were expelled from Yugoslavia for 3 
years. The delegation collected information on the human rights situation 
in Kosova. Six weeks later, general secretary Bjørn Cato Funnemark of 
the NHC was arrested in Kosova”. The tenth facsimile includes the names 
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of the representatives of the Board, Secretariat and Council of the NHC. 
Not only were the Board and the Secretariat represented by personalities 
with socio-political influence – such as Stein Ivar Aarsether, Gjøtterud and 
Bjørn Cato Funnemark – but also the Council of the NHC was represented 
by highly influential people, including Council Chairman Reiulf Steen, 
who, during his political career, had served as a leader of the Norwegian 
labour party in 1975–1981, as parliamentarian in 1977–1992 and twice as 
a minister, and Deputy Council Chairman Jan Petersen, who, during his 
political career, had served as a leader of the Norwegian conservative 
party, Høyre; as parliamentarian; and as foreign minister. During this 
period, Jens Stoltenberg, currently the secretary general of NATO, was 
also a member of the Council of the NHC. 
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    The eleventh facsimile that follows is a press release issued by the 
Information Secretary of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, Aleksander 
Gleichgewicht. In this statement, released immediately after the 
proclamation of the 2 July Declaration in Kosova, the Norwegian 
Helsinki Committee reiterates its position in favor of a peaceful resolution 
of the Kosova question, and issues a strong appeal to the Norwegian state 
to engage in halting the violence of the Milošević regime in Kosova. 



52 

 
 
 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HELSINKI COMMITTEES IN 
KOSOVA AND ALBANIA 

 
In response to leading the successful lobbying activity and the informal 

diplomacy of the Albanian political emigrants, Backer was barred from 
entering Yugoslavia in early 1990;80 that prohibition applied to Joseph 
DioGuardi in July 1990.81  

However, this pushback was all in vain, because after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall (1989), there was no stopping the Kosova human rights and 

 
80 Ann Christine Eek: Berita - the Norwegian Friend of  the Albanians: Introduction of  the book; Behind 
the Stone Walls…: 2003: p.13 
81 The albanian american civic league: “changing history for twenty-five years”: https://www.aacl.com/our-
25-year-history 
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diplomatic activities. Regarding this, it is worth noting that the KGNHC 
encouraged and supported the establishment of civil society in Kosova, 
namely, the Kosova Helsinki Committee, through concrete cooperation 
between Backer and Gazmend Pula. They also continuously supported 
the activity of the Council for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedoms 
in Kosova, where Gazmend Pula was also a founding member. The 
Kosova Helsinki Committee was founded in April 1990, under the 
leadership of Gazmend Pula, chairman; Ekrem Beqiri, vice chairman; 
Agni Dika, secretary and members Shkëlzen Maliqi, Veton Surroi, Arbër 
Xhaferi, Drita Mekuli, Muhamedin Kullashi and others. Before this, by 
the end of 1989, the Council for the Defence of Human Rights and 
Freedoms in Kosova was established. This was led initially by Bajram 
Kelmendi, Zekeria Cana, Zenun Qelaj and others. Indeed, the Council’s 
endeavours only increased under the leadership of Demaçi, after his 
release from prison on April 21, 1990.  

In fact, the establishment of the Council for Human Rights and 
Freedoms, the Kosova Helsinki Committee, the Kosova charity 
association Mother Teresa (1990) and the organization for the rights of 
women and marginalized groups known as The Qiriazi Sisters (1990), 
which also were the nucleus of civil society in Kosova, further helped the 
affirmation and support of the peaceful resistance in Kosova led by LDK 
behind the leadership of Rugova. In addition to Rugova and his fellow 
party members - such as Edita Tahiri, Alush Gashi, Avni Spahiu, Skënder 
Hyseni, and Shaqir Shaqiri - other activists in Kosova also played a crucial 
role in strengthening diplomatic ties with Western countries. In particular, 
the chairman of the Kosova Helsinki Committee, Gazmend Pula, and its 
members - Veton Surroi, Arbër Xhaferi, and Shkëlzen Maliqi - were 
instrumental. Their collaborator, Muhamedin Kullashi, emigrated to 
Paris and made a significant contribution to the internationalization and 
broader understanding of the Kosova issue in France, both through the 
Kosova Committee in Paris and as a professor of philosophy at the 
University of Paris 8. It is worth emphasizing that the chairman of the 
Kosova Helsinki Committee, in addition to being a member of the 
delegation, also served as a key companion to Ibrahim Rugova during the 
first official visit of the Kosova delegation—led by Rugova—to the U.S. 
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Congressional Human Rights Caucus hearing for Kosova, held in 
Washington in April 1990. 

The organization within the framework of Albanian political 
emigration was also strengthened. On October 19, 1991, the government 
of Kosova was established in exile, headed by Bujar Bukoshi, who first 
settled in Ljubljana, Slovenia, and then from 1992 in Bonn, Germany. 
Until that time, LDK branches were established in Western countries and 
coordinated by the LDK Office in Stuttgart, Germany, headed by Hafiz 
Gagica. In this regard, most meetings between Rugova and representatives 
of the German state, along with representatives of other European states, 
were coordinated through the LDK office in Stuttgart, which played the 
role of a liaison office for Kosova. 

By 1978, Backer had been contacted by Amnesty International, 
namely, by her friend Melanie Anderson, about one particular prisoner of 
conscience, Demaçi, who became the best-known Albanian dissident in 
Yugoslavia. During this period, Backer worked at the Peace Research 
Institute Oslo as a researcher, specializing in the Albanian population in 
Yugoslavia and Albania. Amnesty International, with a range of other 
international organizations (PEN writers’ associations, etc.), demanded 
freedom for Demaçi. However, Demaçi was not released until April 21, 
1990. He spent 28 years in various prisons in former Yugoslavia for his 
passionate advocacy of Kosova Albanian rights, later becoming a symbol 
of the Kosova Albanians’ freedom and equality struggle, despite which he 
remained a sworn opponent of the politics of revenge and national hatred. 
In December 1991, he was awarded the Sakharov Prize by the European 
Parliament. He was also nominated for the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1994. 
Demaçi was one of the closest friends and collaborators of Backer. Until 
1996, he was the chairman of the Council for the Defence of Human 
Rights and Freedoms in Kosova.  

The importance of Backer’s cooperation in the field of building civil 
society in Kosova is also reflected in the following letter from 1990, sent 
by the initiators of the establishment of the Council for the Defence of 
Human Rights and Freedoms in Kosova. Backer’s opinion was requested 
concerning the members of the Board.  Additionally, as one of the 
examples of continuous moral and financial support from the KGNHC 
for the civil society development and activities in Kosova, is a document 
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from 1993 sent as a gratitude letter from the Council for the Defence of 
Human Rights and Freedoms in Kosova to the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee. Three photographs are also included. The first shows Backer 
and Demaçi at one of the working meetings at the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee in 1990. The second depicts the chairman of the Kosova 
Helsinki Committee, Gazmend Pula, and the chairman of the Council for 
the Defence of Human Rights and Freedoms in Kosova, Adem Demaçi, 
during a visit to the Norwegian Helsinki Committee. The third 
photograph shows the chairman of the Kosova Helsinki Committee, 
Gazmend Pula, accompanying the chairman of the Democratic League of 
Kosova, Ibrahim Rugova—who was also the head of the delegation—
during the first official visit of the Kosova delegation, led by Rugova, to 
the U.S. Congressional Human Rights Caucus hearing for Kosova, held 
in Washington in April 1990. 
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The influence and support of the KGNHC was not absent for Albania 
either. This support was provided within the framework of an additional 
project of the KGNHC, known as the Action Norway–Albania project 
(ANA), directly supported by the NMFA, namely, Minister Johan Jørgen 
Holst. Under the leadership of Backer and with Nufri Lekaj as the 
coordinator, the project facilitated the provision of emergency aid from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway to Albania. In this context, with 
the assistance of the project, the Centre for Human Rights and the 
Rehabilitation of the Politically Persecuted by the Totalitarian Regime 
was established as the first NGO in Albania and served as the initial 
foreign-supported organization for human rights and democratization in 
Albania. This NGO continued its operations beyond 1994 under the 
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leadership of Kozara Kati and others. Additionally, the ANA project 
facilitated the establishment of the Albanian Helsinki Committee  through 
cooperation with individuals such as Arben Puto and Kujtim Çashku. The 
commitment of the KGNHC, particularly with the support of Backer, 
helped Albania secure representation at the meeting of CSCE experts. 
Furthermore, in 1993, in the framework of the activity of the ANA project, 
Lekaj, as part of the coordination between the Centre for the 
Rehabilitation of Political Prisoners in Tirana and the Balkan Centres, 
took the initiative during a meeting in Greece to establish a centre in 
Kosova for the rehabilitation of former Albanian political prisoners, which 
began its activity in 1999, led by Feride Rushiti. In this context, this 
activity was also supported by Adem Demaçi, in his capacity as Chairman 
of the Board of the KRCT – the Kosova Rehabilitation Centre for Torture 
Victims. 

On the 25th anniversary of the founding of the Albanian Helsinki 
Committee, professor Shaban Sinani published an article on December 8, 
2015, titled, “The Albanian Helsinki Committee, the first swallow of 
democracy in Albania”. Sinani wrote: “The Albanian Helsinki Committee, 
today remembers and honours its 25-year path of action as an organization for 
the protection of citizens’ rights in the country. This committee is the first 
non-governmental organization that was created in Albania, precisely in 
the first days on the threshold from the vigilance society to the society of 
basic human freedoms (...). Its establishment was immediately greeted by 
Western press agencies and European and American radio and television 
programs, which had intensified their broadcasts on the developments in 
Albania.  

“Today, we pay homage to all those who encouraged its establishment 
and raising, in particular to the well-known activist, researcher, humanist 
and benevolent of the Albanians Berit Backer, the end of which remains 
obscure even today; or to the determined activist Christine von Kohl, who 
over time had become a worthy spokesperson for the great concerns that 
Albania had gone through in the conditions of the control society and the 
lack of recognition of individual freedoms (…).  

“There have been quite a few achievements in the activity of the 
Albanian Helsinki Committee, but on this jubilee day let’s single out three 
events – signs of his life; 1. The request for the release of political prisoners 
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only one day after the establishment, resulting in the earliest voice uttered 
within the country in defence of this layer that had been deprived of 
freedoms and existential rights, precisely because it had dreamed of them; 
2. Contributing participation for the conception and inclusion of an 
essential chapter on human rights in the Basic Provisions, which played 
the role of a constitution in the first transition towards a liberal democratic 
society; 3. Special role for the abolition of the death penalty. In all three 
of these issues, the advocacy of the Albanian Helsinki Committee, in sync 
with European and international factors, has been more than important”.82 

The Danish–Austrian journalist, Christine von Kohl, was one of the 
international contacts of Berit Backer. She worked in Vienna as a foreign 
correspondent and in Belgrade from 1968 to 1985. She contributed to a 
variety of media across Europe. Back in Vienna, from 1990 to 1994, she 
worked as a consultant for the Helsinki Federation and established the 
Association for Refugees and Displaced Persons from Bosnia–
Herzegovina in Austria. During the Yugoslav Wars in the 1990s, she was 
recognized across Europe as one of the most reliable radio and newspaper 
reporters on the Balkan conflicts. 83 

The first regional workshop, offering a perspective of Albania, Kosova 
and Macedonia, was conducted in Tirana on December 8–10, 2000. This 
workshop was organized by the Rehabilitation Centre for Torture 
Survivors in Tirana in collaboration with the Rehabilitation and Research 
Centre for Torture Victims. The chairman of the centre, Adrian Kati, 
referred to Backer and Lekaj during the opening speech, saying, “We 
express our special gratitude for the work of Mrs. Berit Backer in the 
service of Albanian culture and in aid of the former politically persecuted. 
We also want to greet Nufri Lekaj, one of the creators of this 
collaboration”.  

Below are a facsimile of Shaban Sinani’s abovementioned article in the 
Albanian newspaper Telegraf and a facsimile of a document describing the 
workshop, including Kati’s opening speech: 

 
82 Shaban Sinani: The Albanian Helsinki Committee, the first swallow of  democracy in Albania (December 8th, 
2015): https://telegraf.al/opinion/shaban-sinani-komiteti-shqiptar-i-helsinkit-dallendyshja-e-pare-e-
demokracise-ne-shqiperi/ 
83 Austrian Broadcasting / Österreichischer Rundfunk (April 8th, 2017): Ein fast unbemerkter Abgang: 
Christine von Kohl gestorben / An almost unnoticed death: Christine von Kohl died: https://oe1.orf.at/artikel 
/214323/Christine-von-Kohl-gestorben 
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It is worth noting that the Kosovar Rehabilitation Center for Torture 
Victims (KRCT), founded in 1993, and led by Feride Rushiti since 1999, 
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was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2025 on January 16 by 
Swedish parliamentarian Magnus Jacobson. Below are four facsimiles. 
The first, second and third facsimiles are about the establishment of the 
KRCT, and the fourth facsimile is Jacobsson's proposal to the Nobel Peace 
Committee to nominate KRCT. 
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THE COMMITMENT OF BERIT BACKER WITH HER FRIENDS 
AND HER INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS, PAVED THE WAY 
TOWARDS INTERNATIONALIZATION OF THE KOSOVA ISSUE 
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE HELSINKI PROCESS 
 

It is worth noting that Backer’s suggestions and advice regarding the 
Kosova issue have been appreciated not only by certain political and 
diplomatic circles in the West but also by experts in the field, such as Harry 
Hodgkinson. Hodgkinson, who was an intelligence officer, was also an 
expert on the Balkans. He visited Albania before and during World War 
II, joined the Anglo - Albanian Association on his return to England, and 
corresponded with Edith Durham for many years.84 The Anglo–Albanian 
Association supported the Albanian cause beginning in 1912, but after the 
World War II, its prime concern was for the fate of exiles from Enver 
Hoxha’s Albania. 85 In 1985, Hodgkinson was appointed chairman of the 
Anglo–Albanian Association and was in correspondence with Backer. He 
appreciated her advice that the association should focus more on the 
situation of the Albanians in Yugoslavia. In fact, according to scholar 
James Pettifer, “Hodgkinson had foreseen the disintegration of Yugoslavia 
long before the foreign policy establishment in Britain and was not slow 
to point out the years of fatal ignorance of Balkan realities in official circles 
that [have] led to so many tragic policy errors. Although strongly pro-
Europe personally, he had no illusions about the role of the European 
Community in the Balkan crisis, or the fatal complacency the Maastricht 
process had engendered in Foreign Office thinking about the region”.86 
When Hodgkinson died in 1994, he was the first Englishman buried with 
the Albanian flag. 87 He demonstrated his great respect for Backer in a letter 
written to her in 1987: “It was a pleasure to meet you at Doreen and Anton 
Logoreci’s, and a great privilege to be able to profit from your immense 
stock of knowledge and compassionate understanding of the Kosovars. I 
very much fear that we all took advantage of your kindness and must have 

 
84 James Pettifer (October 1994) Obituary: Harry Hodgkinson: Obituary: Harry Hodgkinson | The 
Independent | The Independent.  
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87 Interview with Bejtullah Destani (August 2023): Bejtullah Destani | PRIZMA | T7 - YouTube 
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exhausted you by our questions and speculations. It was forbearing of you 
to undertake that impromptu seminar with such goodwill and kindness 
(...). When next you visit your friends in Manor House, perhaps we might 
arrange a luncheon party round the corner here with Anton and Doreen 
and Ishan Toptani (...)”. 88 Ihsan Toptani, a political scientist,89 and Anton 
Logoreci, a writer and for many years head of the Albanian Service of the 
BBC in London,90 were two of the leading Albanian veterans in exile in 
London. Together with some isolated examples of other Albanian 
veterans in exile, such as Professor Sami Repishti in the United States,91 
they were not only preoccupied with fighting the dictatorial regime of 
Enver Hoxha in Albania but also provided their valuable contribution to 
the internationalization of the Kosova issue. For this reason, with the aim 
of coordinating and strengthening the broader activity of the Albanian 
political emigration in relation to the stronger internationalization of the 
Kosova issue, Backer organized a meeting in London in 1988 between 
Toptani and one of the representatives of the LPK. In this context, Toptani 
also supported the activity of KGNHC by offering his valuable advice. 

Professor Sami Repishti, a dissident from Albania, initiated a petition 
in 1986 in the United States signed by him and by a dissident from Serbia, 
professor Mihajlo Mihajlov, who was a friend of Demaçi’s. This petition 

 
88 Ann Christine Eek: Berita - the Norwegian Friend of  the Albanians: Introduction of  the book; Behind 
the Stone Walls…: 2003: p. 12 ; Letter from Harry Hodgkinson, London, 22nd of  April 1987.  
89 Andrew van der Beek (June 13th, 2001): Ihsan Toptani Albanian champion of  his country’s freedom: “Ihsan 
Bey Toptani, who has died aged 92, was prominent in the war-time Albanian resistance to Italian and 
German occupation, and gave invaluable help to the British military missions. He went on to become 
the doyen of  the Albanian community in this country, a keen member of  the Anglo-Albanian 
Association….”: https://amp.theguardian.com/news/2001/jun/13/guardianobituaries 
90 Anton Logoreci (April 1982): Riots and trials in Kosova: Why the Albanian population in Yugoslavia took to 
the streets: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/03064228208533359 
91 Elez Biberaj (July 18th, 2015): Professor Sami Repishti and the Struggle for Kosova’s Freedom and Independence: 
“….Professor Repishti cooperated closely with and was an authoritative source for human rights and 
democracy promotion organizations, such as Freedom House, Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch, and the State Department’s Bureau of  Human Rights. He also published numerous 
articles in the U.S. press as well as in the émigré Albanian newspapers (...). Similar to many other ethnic 
groups, the Albanian-American community was politically fragmented. Professor Repishti displayed 
an ability to work with people across the political spectrum – political party leaders, clerics, scholars, 
students, and businessmen – and succeeded in building significant support from the community. He 
was instrumental in the creation of  three organizations that played a critical role: The Albanian 
Kosovar Youth in the Free World, the Albanian-American Civic League, and the National Albanian 
American Council (…).”: https://gazetadielli.com/professor-sami-repishti-and-the-struggle-for-
kosovas-freedom-and-independence/ 

https://amp.theguardian.com/news/2001/jun/13/guardianobituaries
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/03064228208533359
https://gazetadielli.com/professor-sami-repishti-and-the-struggle-for-kosovas-freedom-and-independence/
https://gazetadielli.com/professor-sami-repishti-and-the-struggle-for-kosovas-freedom-and-independence/


67 

was personally delivered on September 4, 1986, to U.S. Vice President 
George H.W. Bush.92 It read, in part: “The situation in Kosova remains 
very tense. Yugoslavia is going through a political, economic and social 
crisis which threatens its very foundations. Yugoslavia is a very sensitive 
spot in the divided continent of Europe. An American Consulate in 
Prishtina would generate a feeling of security among the local Albanian 
population, it would reduce the existing tensions, it would contribute to 
the political stability of the region, and consequently of Yugoslavia itself. 
An American Consulate in Kosova would definitely serve peace in the 
area by defusing a potentially explosive situation which could greatly 
complicate the present delicate balance of the historically turbulent Balkan 
Peninsula…”.93 It is important to mention Backer’s role in this request to 
open a consulate in Prishtina, because her opinions about the situation of 
Albanians in the Balkans were highly appreciated by experts in the field, 
including human rights activists within the Helsinki Process. Therefore, 
her suggestions supporting an American consulate in Kosova were part of 
the aforementioned report by the delegation of the first fact-finding 
mission in Kosova, organized by Karl von Schwarzenberg, chairman, and 
Hester Minnema, programme director of the Helsinki Federation; 
Kenneth Anderson, a representative of the U.S. Helsinki Watch; and 
Gjøtterud and Backer, representatives of the NHC. This was of great 
importance, especially considering the significant advisory impact of the 
U.S. Helsinki Watch (as a part of the Helsinki Federation) on American 
foreign policy. According to one of Backer’s closest friends, Ann Christine 
Eek, the report of the first fact-finding mission in Kosova “…. was to a 
great extent based on the information gathered by Berit Backer. It details 
the cunning methods used by the Serbian authorities against Albanian 
intellectuals and politicians, in the process of reducing the autonomous 
province of Kosovo to a mere part of Serbia in March 1989”.94  

In other words, Backer, as a foreigner and as a well-informed and highly 
regarded person regarding the Albanian issue and politics in Yugoslavia 
in general, was able to convince many with objective arguments, including 

 
92 Sami Repishti (2022): Petition for Kosova - 1986:  https://gazetadielli.com/peticioni-repishti-for-
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93 Ibid 
94 Ann Christine Eek: Berita - the Norwegian Friend of  the Albanians: Introduction of  the book; Behind 
the Stone Walls…: 2003: p 12 
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that an American consulate in Kosova would serve to stop the further 
deterioration of human rights in Kosova. Another argument of hers was 
that the American consulate would serve to stop a potential war in 
Kosova, and that, unlike other areas in Yugoslavia, the eventual outbreak 
of war in Kosova had the potential to expand the war beyond Yugoslavia 
and Albania. In January 1990, this delegation’s first report on the situation 
in Kosova was published, in which it stated that, “The possibility of 
opening a U.S. consular office in Prishtina in order to raise U.S. visibility 
there has been mentioned informally on occasion. Although the Helsinki 
Watch and the IHF recognize the many factors that go into such 
a decision besides matters of human rights, including budgetary and 
personnel questions, from the standpoint of human rights in Kosovo it is 
a useful and constructive idea”.95 

Six years later, in 1996, the situation in Kosova had deteriorated 
greatly, and the U.S. State Department estimated that the time had come 
to open the American Consulate/Office in Kosova. The office was opened 
in the capital of Kosova, Prishtina, with open celebration and the 
participation of many local and international authorities, among them, 
Kosova President Rugova and U.S. Congressman Elliot Engel.  

Moreover, Backer also cooperated with the Migjeni Association in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia headed by Sali Kabashi, with the aim of coordinating 
and strengthening the general political activity of the Albanians around 
the Kosova issue. In response to the political developments in Yugoslavia 
in 1989, numerous constitutional amendments were passed in the Republic 
of Slovenia, introduced parliamentary democracy to the country. On 
December 30, 1989, Slovenia officially opened the spring 1990 elections 
to opposition parties, thus inaugurating multi-party democracy. The 
activities around the Kosova issue undertaken in Slovenia by the Migjeni 
Association during this period were important, as this was the first 
Albanian association in former Yugoslavia. A facsimile of a fax sent by 
Backer to the Migjeni Association, in the Albanian language, will in the 
following be presented as an example of the cooperation between Backer 
and the Association. The facsimile reads: “I am sending you the 
informative newsletter Kosova-Info, of the group for Kosova within the 

 
95 Kenneth Anderson: Yugoslavia: Crisis in Kosovo, International Helsinki Federation and Human Rights 
Watch, New York, 1990, p. 43 
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Helsinki Committee. As well as information about the European Community. 
I hope for an exchange of information from both sides. Regards, Berit 
Backer”: 

 

 
 
 

In other words, from 1987 to 1993, Backer made a special contribution 
to the internationalization of Kosova’s issue within the framework of the 
Helsinki Process. Additionally, the role of NGO (Helsinki Committees) 
gradually became a central one in the development of the Helsinki 
Process.  

Based on the Helsinki Declaration (1975), also known as the Helsinki 
Process, the CSCE appeared structurally different from the Council of 
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Europe and the United Nations (UN). These differences were less 
bureaucracy and greater involvement of human rights NGOs such as the 
Helsinki Groups (Helsinki Committees). Therefore, the Helsinki Process 
was implemented on two interconnected levels: the interstate level, 
represented by the CSCE member states’ delegations, and the civil level 
through the activities of the Helsinki Committees on human rights, which 
led to the founding of the International Helsinki Federation for Human 
Rights in 1982. Consequently, the Western countries’ main criticism of 
Eastern countries expressed in the CSCE’s meetings (with follow-up 
meetings) held in Belgrade (1976–77), Madrid (1980–83) and Vienna 
(1986–89) was related to human rights violations. Hence, the role of 
NGOs (the Helsinki Groups) gradually became a central one in the 
development of the Helsinki Process.96 In fact, when the Conference of 
Vienna began in 1986, Sakharov was still in so-called internal exile, and 
most of the human rights activists in the Soviet Union were either interned 
or persecuted by other state means. 97 Anatoly Marchenko, a dissident and 
one of the founders of the Moscow Helsinki Group, managed to secretly 
send an appeal to the CSCE’s delegations at the Vienna meeting, 
requesting support to improve the conditions of detention in the Soviet 
Union. Through this appeal, Marchenko requested, inter alia, that the 
prisoners should be provided with food more often than every two days. 
Marchenko died in prison on December 6, 1986, after 20 years of 
imprisonment. His death was honoured with a moment of silence initiated 
by the head of the American delegation to the CSCE, Warren Zimmermann, 
which prompted the Soviet delegation to the CSCE, as well as those from 
Bulgaria, East Germany and Czechoslovakia, to leave the meeting. The 
delegation from Hungary did not act in the same manner during that 
meeting, symbolizing the first disruption to the cohesion of the Treaty of 
Warsaw.98 Sakharov was released in December 1986, due to pressure from 
the West. Hence, during the process of CSCE’s regular meetings in Vienna 
from 1986 to 1989, the principles of the CSCE regarding the increased 
participation of NGOs in the process were established.  

 
96 Maria Raquel Freire 2003: 71-72. 
97 Norwegian Biographical Encyclopedia; Andrej Sakharov (2005): http://snl.no/Andrej_Dmitrije 
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98 C. Van Esterik and H. Minnema 1991: 2-7 
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In the framework of this political context after 1986, when the Helsinki 
Committees were granted the opportunity to have influence over the 
Helsinki Process, Backer founded the KGNHC with Albanian and 
Norwegian collaborators. This was for the purpose of internationalizing 
Kosova’s issue in the framework of the Helsinki Process.  

Backer had many international contacts, and her advice was 
appreciated not only by experts in the field of Albanian studies, such as 
Hodgkinson, but also by influential personalities in the fields of human 
rights, politics and diplomacy who were interested in Kosova and 
Yugoslavia in general. Among them were Karl von Schwarzenberg, Jeri 
Laber and Warren Zimmermann. As chairman of human rights for the 
IHF in the 1980s, Schwarzenberg especially pushed for adherence to 
human rights in Europe. He contributed significantly to issues of human 
rights in the former USSR, Bulgaria, Kosova and the Czech Republic.99 
For his contribution to the IHF as a chairman until 1991, Schwarzenberg 
and Polish activist Lech Walesa shared the European Human Rights 
Award in 1989.100 Schwarzenberg also played a key role in the Velvet 
Revolution (1989) and served as a chancellor under his friend Vaclav 
Havel when the latter was elected president of Czechoslovakia. Later, 
beginning in 2008, he served twice as his country’s foreign minister;101 he 
is also known as a supporter of Kosova’s independence.102  

Laber was the co-founder of the IHF and served as its vice chair from 
1988 to 1995. In the 1970s, she was an Amnesty International activist as 
well as the co-founder of the U.S. Helsinki Watch, later known as the 
Human Rights Watch. She served as its executive director and senior 
adviser from 1979 to 2001 and was a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations in New York City and a board member of PEN America.103 

 
99 Government of  the Czech Republic (13th of  July, 2010): Karel Schwarzenberg - Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of  Foreign Affairs: https://vlada.gov.cz/en/clenove-vlady/karel-schwarzenberg-74276 
100 RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty (May 12th, 2016) Forty Years Of  The Moscow Helsinki Group: 
https://www.rferl.org/amp/russia-moscow-helsinki-group-timeline/27731056.html 
101 New York Times (20th of  November, 2023): Karel Schwarzenberg, Renegade Czech Prince and Politician, 
Dies at 85: https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/19/world/karel-schwarzenberg-dead.html 
102 Radio Prague International (22nd of  February, 2008): Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg wants Kosovo 
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103 Pen America, press release (June 22nd, 2011): Human Rights Pioneer & Author Jeri Laber to Join Board 
of  PEN American Center: https://pen.org/press-release/human-rights-pioneer-author-jeri-laber-to-
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Furthermore, Laber established the practice of human rights fact-finding 
missions; had friendships with dissidents from Communist countries, 
including Vaclav Havel; raised awareness through the media about human 
rights abuses; and lobbied the U.S. government on human rights,104 
including the situation in Kosova. As an example, Laber testified before 
the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations’ subcommittee on 
European affairs on February 21, 1991, saying that, “We urge that the 
U.S. government use its economic leverage against the federal government 
of Yugoslavia because we judge the situation in Kosovo to be a consistent 
pattern of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights. 
And specifically we would like to urge that pressure be kept up between 
now and May with regard to the provision of the foreign assistance law 
that bars bilateral financial assistance to Yugoslavia and requires United 
States representatives to international financial institutions to oppose 
loans to Yugoslavia. I would even urge that this probationary period be 
extended if there is no real improvement seen by May”.105  

In a report from the U.S. Helsinki Watch dated October 1, 1992, titled 
“Yugoslavia: Human Rights Abuses in Kosovo 1990–1992” and edited by 
Laber, she writes the following: “Since the government of Slobodan 
Milošević assumed direct control of Kosovo’s governance and security in 
1990, the human rights situation has worsened dramatically. Although 
‘ethnic cleansing’ practices employed by Serbian forces in Croatia and 
Bosnia–Hercegovina are not as brutally pronounced in Kosovo, the 
deliberate economic and social marginalization of Albanians in Kosovo 
has less overtly forced the emigration of Albanians from the province. 
While Albanians are being forced to leave, Milošević’s government has 
provided incentives and encouraged the settlement of Serbs in the province 
– a practice conducted throughout Serbian-occupied areas of Croatia and 
Bosnia–Hercegovina. Indeed, Serbian policy in Kosovo has been 
described by Warren Zimmermann, the former U.S. ambassador to 
Yugoslavia, as ‘a typical colonial situation’. Moreover, the increasing 
presence of the Yugoslav army and Serbian paramilitary groups and the 

 
104 Columbia Harriman Institute (October 26th, 2016): The Reminiscences of  Jeri Laber: https://api. 
harriman.maptian.com/sites/default/files/2018-04/LABER1-2.pdf 
105 Hearing before the subcommittee on European affairs of  the committee on foreign relations united 
states senate, one hundred-second congress, first session, February 21st, 1991: Civil strife in Yugoslavia: The 
United States response: https://li.proquest.com/elhpdf/histcontext/HRG-1991-FOR-0002.pdf, p. 116 
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arming of Serbian civilians in Kosovo raises serious concern that the 
province may be the next scene of bloodshed in the Balkans”. 106  

In other words, Laber, Kenneth Anderson, Fred Abrahams and other 
activists of the U.S Helsinki Watch (Human Rights Watch) were 
important informative and advisory voices for the American government 
and the international community in general regarding the issue of Kosova. 
For example, the Helsinki Watch report of December 1, 1996, titled 
“Persecution Persists: Human Rights Violations in Kosovo”, written by 
Fred Abrahams and edited by Jeri Laber, stated, “Human Rights 
Watch/Helsinki calls on the international community to maintain the 
outer wall of sanctions and make human rights conditions on the ground 
in Yugoslavia a central component of bilateral and multilateral relations. 
Specifically, the international community should: Deny Yugoslavia 
membership in the United Nations, Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Council of Europe, International Media 
Fund and the World Bank until the Yugoslav government respects human 
rights without regard to ethnicity, cooperates with the War Crimes 
Tribunal, and allows the OSCE monitoring mission in Kosovo to return; 
and Refrain from offering any preferential trade status to Yugoslavia until 
human rights abuses desist”. 107 

As for Zimmermann, he was an American career diplomat best known 
as the last U.S. ambassador to the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
before its disintegration. He was a highly influential figure within the 
Helsinki Process because he previously (1986–1989) had led the U.S. 
delegation at the CSCE. According to Hella Pick, a British–Austrian 
journalist who was the UN correspondent for The Guardian, “Zimmermann 
resigned from the diplomatic service in 1994 in protest at President Bill 
Clinton’s reluctance to intervene in the Bosnian war; but he did not leave 
matters there. He campaigned ceaselessly to persuade America that it 
must act to end Serbian aggression in the killing fields of Bosnia, and wrote 

 
106 Human Rights Watch (October 1st, 1992): Human Rights Abuses in Kosovo 1990 – 1992: 
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a perceptive, and deeply moving, account of his experiences in Yugoslavia, 
The Origins of a Catastrophe (1996) …” 108 
 

       
  Harry Hodgkinson     Karl Schwarzenberg                Jeri Laber            Warren Zimmermann 
 
 
 

The activity of KGNHC was also supported by Backer’s close and 
influential friends in Norway, including Marianne Heiberg, a well-known 
researcher at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, and her 
husband, Johan Jørgen Holst, a political scientist with scientific research 
experience at Harvard University and the minister of defence and minister 
of foreign affairs of Norway during the 1980s and early 1990s. Additionally, 
Holst was internationally recognized for his influence on the achievement 
of the Oslo Agreement between Israel and Palestine in 1993. Through the 
lobbying of Backer’s friend, Heiberg, a meeting was held between Minister 
Holst and one of the LPK representatives in 1989, who informed Holst in 
detail about the serious situation of the human rights in Kosova, arguing 
that the “Kosova Republic is the best solution to the serious human rights 
problem in Yugoslavia”. Minister Holst demonstrated understanding 
regarding the difficult situation of human rights in Kosova, and even 
indicated to a certain extent a perception of the necessity of advancing the 
political status of Kosova within the framework of the Yugoslav Federation. 
Before and after this meeting, Backer also organized meetings between 
one of the representatives of LPK with some of her other friends in 
Norway: Reiulf Steen, Torkel Opsahl, Per Schreiner and Kjell Høybraaten. 

 
108 The Guardian (10th of  February, 2004): Warren Zimmermann: Principled US diplomat who resigned in 
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It is worth mentioning that during Rugova’s first official visit in Norway, 
he also met Reiulf Steen, among others, through an arrangement made by 
Backer.  

In fact, besides Heiberg and Holst, other influential Norwegian friends 
of Backer who supported the work of the KGNHC were Reiulf Steen, a 
politician and leader of the Labour Party in 1975–1981, parliamentarian 
in 1977–1992, and twice minister,109 including being a chairman of the 
Council of the NHC in 1990;110 Per Schreiner, a principal officer, director 
general and senior advisor at the Ministry of Finance in 1963–1992;111 and 
law professors Torkel Opsahl and Asbjørn Eide, founders of the Institute 
for Human Rights in Norway in 1987. In 1992, Opsahl was appointed by 
the UN Secretary General as a member and then chairman of the UN 
Commission on Crimes in Yugoslavia.112 Meanwhile, Eide led the 
working groups at the UN regarding the issue of indigenous people and 
national minorities in the periods 1982–1983 and 1995–2004 and was the 
president of the advisory committee of the Council of Europe for the 
protection of national minorities in 2003–2006,113 including being a member 
of the Council of the NHC in 1990.114 Furthermore, among Backer’s 
friends were Kjell Høybraaten, a former politician and businessman, and 
Jan Egeland, a political scientist, deputy foreign minister of Norway in 
1992–1997 and a humanitarian leader. 

Egeland was the first Norwegian official to visit Albania together with 
Backer and approve the Action Norway Albania aid project. Moreover, 
Egeland was an internationally well-known diplomat; he coordinated the 
first direct secret talks between Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization that led to the Oslo Agreement of September 13, 1993. The 
same year, he participated in the UN’s work for the release of prisoners of 
war and peace negotiations between Serbs, Croats and Bosnian Muslims 
in the former Yugoslavia. In 1997, Richard Holbrooke, President 
Clinton’s special emissary for Cyprus, asked Egeland to assist in the work. 
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He did that until 1999, while he was an advisor to Colombia’s president 
and foreign minister and the advisor for the high commissioner for peace 
in the peace process with the guerrilla groups FARC and ELN.115 Egeland 
was named one of the 100 most influential people in the world by Time 
magazine in 2006 and also served as a special adviser to the general 
secretary of the FN in 2007.116 From 2007 to 2011, Egeland served as the 
director for the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs; from 2011 to 
2013, he was the European director at Human Rights Watch; and since 
August 2013, he has been the secretary general of the Norwegian Refugee 
Council.117 

After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, Norway has demonstrated a 
special commitment to peace and human rights in the world. In fact, this 
dedication by Norway is based on a long tradition, since the time of the 
great humanitarian activist, diplomat, academic and Nobel Prize winner 
Fridtjof Nansen (1861–1930). In addition to being the symbol of the 
Norwegian humanitarian tradition, Nansen became an important point of 
reference for the direction of Norwegian foreign policy in the 1990s. 

According to historian Ingrid Olstad Busterud, the political scientist Jan 
Egeland became one of the most central actors in shaping the new direction, 
with a footing within both voluntary organizations and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. In his master’s thesis in 1985, Egeland argued that small states such as 
Norway could play important roles in promoting peace and human rights 
throughout the world. As state secretary in the Foreign Ministry, Egeland 
maintained his clear belief that Norway could act as a moral and humanitarian 
champion and that Norway had “a mission to carry out in the service of world 
development”. The desire to be a morally great power grew ever stronger. 
Despite changing governments, there was broad cross-political agreement that 
Norway had the resources and traditions needed to achieve international 
influence.118 

According to Ann Christine Eek, one of Backer’s closest friends, “Berit 
Backer was hired in the spring of 1987 by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs as a translator of Albanian documents and as an advisor on questions 
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concerning Kosova. In 1988, she was also working for the Ministry of Justice 
to provide information about the difficulties the Albanians in Kosova were 
experiencing under the policies of the new leader of Serbia, Slobodan 
Milošević. Berit Backer’s written reports to the ministries reveal that she had 
connections to well-informed sources, who knew in detail what was happening 
in the province, even in the courts and prisons”.119 
 

                       
                                 Marianne Heiberg and Johan Jørgen Hølst 
 

         
         Reiulf Steen                              Per Schreiner                          Jan Egeland 
 

   
         Torkel Opsahl                           Asbjørn Eide                           Kjell Høibraaten                   
                                                   

 
119 Ann Christine Eek: Berita - the Norwegian Friend of  the Albanians: Introduction of  the book; Behind 
the Stone Walls…: 2003: p. 12 
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THE CONTEXT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KOSOVA 
GROUP WITHIN THE NORWEGIAN HELSINKI COMMITTEE 
(KGNHC) 

 
The establishment of the KGNHC in the framework of the NHC, a 

semi-state organization and an advisory one for the NMFA, was a 
challenging project, especially considering the strong, amicable relations 
between Norway and former Yugoslavia. After World War II, Serbian–
Yugoslavian propaganda gradually gained influence in Norway and 
extended this effect to other Nordic countries as well. This Serbian–
Yugoslavian propaganda was initially successful, using the story of 
Yugoslav prisoners in Norway during World War II as a biased tool 
implying that only Serbs were devout anti-Nazis and anti-fascists: on the 
one hand connecting the Serbs, partisans, anti-Nazis, anti-fascists and 
Yugoslav, and on the other hand suggesting that other people in 
Yugoslavia, particularly Albanians and Croats, were more likely to 
collaborate with the Nazis and fascists rather than oppose them. Building 
on this propaganda, Serbia fostered an amicable relationship with 
Norway, particularly because the latter emerged as the most proactive 
Nordic country in foreign policy after World War II and the most 
influential in international relations.120 Due to this relationship between 
Norway and Yugoslavia, coordinators of the KGNHC, such as Gjøtterud 
and Backer – who, in reality, was the leader of KGNHC – proposed that 
Nufri Lekaj, who was already recognized in the Norwegian media as a 
verified victim of torture by the Yugoslavian regime, be responsible for the 
KGNHC. 121 Nufri, having been portrayed in the Norwegian media as a 
politically persecuted former prisoner, was seen as a compelling example.122 
As a result, the Norwegian members of the KGNHC could not be directly 
accused by the Yugoslavian diplomacy of being anti-Yugoslav or of 
jeopardizing the Norwegian and Yugoslavian state relations. Their 
support for the KGNHC was legitimized through adherence to a crucial 

 
120 An interview of  Nufri Lekaj based on documents about his activity in Kosova from 1978 and in 
the framework of  Albanian political emigration in the period 1987 – 2008 (2014) p. 54: 
https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-
Kosoves-LPK 
121 Ibid: 68-69, 126 
122 Ibid: 109-117 

https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-Kosoves-LPK
https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-Kosoves-LPK
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principle of the Helsinki Declaration: the principle of respect for human 
rights. Given that Yugoslavia was one of the signatory states, that nation 
was morally and politically obligated to uphold the principles outlined in 
the Helsinki Declaration (1975). Even during the period of 1976–1977, 
meetings of the CSCE were held in Belgrade, based on the Helsinki 
Declaration. The Belgrade regime persistently attempted to maintain a 
false representation of Yugoslavia in the international arena. Among other 
things, they portrayed Yugoslavia as a state that supposedly, in contrast to 
authoritarian and totalitarian states in Eastern Europe, adhered to the 
principle of human rights based on the Helsinki Declaration. In this 
context, the activity of the KGNHC was also in coordination with the 
LPK.  

Nufri Lekaj - Muriqi, hails from the Muriqi brotherhood family in the 
village of Koshutan in Rugova (Kosova), tracing his lineage to Gjekë Preni 
(also known as Gjekë Stanishi - Rugovalia) who had the four sons (Dedë, 
Lekë, Lucë, and Palë) of the Muriqi brotherhood with whom he led the 
initial resistance in Rugova against the Ottoman Empire approximately 
400 years ago. 123 Being a descendant of Lekë Gjeka, Nufri proudly bears 
the surname Lekaj combined with the surname of the Muriqi brotherhood 
(Lekmuriqi). The Muriqi brotherhood of the village of Koshutan in the 
province of Rugova in Kosova has continuously provided important 
figures behind Albanians’ quest for freedom and equality: Sali Jaha, a 
member of the Albanian League of Prizren; Zhuj Selmani; Kajë Galja; 
Kadri Bajri; Sak Faslia; Rizë Zymeri; and many others, until the liberation 
of Kosova in 1999.124  

Nufri’s father, Rexhep, participated in the Kachak Movement in 
Rugova against the Serbian reinvasion of Kosova. Following the end of 
the Second World War, to evade imprisonment, he went to the province 
of Plavë-Guci 125, where his uncles (descendants of Alush Smajli Hoti) and 
nephews from the Hakaj family lived.126 Here, he married Nufri’s mother, 

 
123 Muriqi - Alias Bajraktari 2018: 18-22, 115-122  
124 Muriqi - Alias Bajraktari 2016: 5 - 30 
125 Until 1912, the Plavë–Guci region formed part of the Kosova Vilayet within the Ottoman 
Empire. The region’s population was predominantly Albanian. During the Balkan Wars, Plavë–
Guci was militarily occupied and subsequently annexed by Montenegro. This annexation was 
internationally recognized in 1913 through the Treaty of London. 
126 Muriqi - Alias Bajraktari 2018: 110-114  
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Hasnije Ferataj, the daughter of Ramë Ferataj, who, along with some of 
his family members – including An Ferataj and Medi Ferataj – were killed, 
injured, and persecuted due to their engagement in the self-defence 
resistance of the Albanian people of Plavë - Guci in 1912 - 1913.127 The 
son of Hasnije’s uncle, Mustaf Shala, was the first editor and then editor-
in-chief of the first Albanian-language newspaper in Yugoslavia after the 
Second World War, called Rilindja. 128 

In the 1960s, Rexhep returned to Kosova with his family, initially 
settling in Rugova before later moving to Peja. While attending high 
school in Peja (Kosova) in 1978, Nufri began demonstrating solidarity 
with the operations of the revolutionary clandestine Movement of 
Kosova. In the early 1980s, he was imprisoned by the Yugoslavian regime. 
After his release, apart from being denied the right to continue his studies 
at the University of Prishtina, he was the subject of a second indictment 
brought by the Yugoslavian regime. However, Nufri managed to escape, 
and at the suggestion of his friends at the LPK, he emigrated to Norway 
where an organization of Albanian emigration was needed. Thus, around 
1987, he was one of the political emigrant leaders of the LPK and the co-
founder of the KGNHC, later renamed the Balkan Group within the 
NHC.129 In terms of higher education, Nufri studied electrotechnical 
engineering in Kosova at the University of Prishtina, where he also 
participated in the demonstrations in 1981 and was arrested. In Norway, 
he continued his studies in sociology at the University of Oslo and in 
journalism at the Norwegian journalist school. At the same time, he 
gained experience as a co-author of research reports exclusively developed 
for Norwegian ministries, including an engagement with Amnesty 
International in London, and as a co-author of a research report on former 
political prisoners during the totalitarian regime in Albania. 130 Since the 
late 1980s, he has served as a certified interpreter in Norway. 

 
127 Cana 1996: 174 -177  
128 Fjalori Enciklopedik i Kosovës / The Encyclopedic Dictionary of Kosova: p.193; https://www. 
scribd.com/document/395724819/Fjalori-Enciklopedik-ZERAT-2014-3-4-Fjalesi-534298 
129 An interview of  Nufri Lekaj based on documents about his activity in Kosova from 1978 and in 
the framework of  Albanian political emigration in the period 1987 – 2008 (2014) p. 61 - 65, 109 - 121, 
126 - 127, 261 – 267: https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-
Popullore-e-Kosoves-LPK 
130 Ibid: 66 - 68, 73, 122-127, 245  

https://www.scribd.com/document/395724819/Fjalori-Enciklopedik-ZERAT-2014-3-4-Fjalesi-534298
https://www.scribd.com/document/395724819/Fjalori-Enciklopedik-ZERAT-2014-3-4-Fjalesi-534298
https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-Kosoves-LPK
https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-Kosoves-LPK
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In the following, some facsimiles of articles published in Norwegian, 
Serbian and Albanian newspapers in 1987–1991 are presented. Seven of 
them describe the organization of demonstrations in Oslo and other 
Scandinavian capitals with the demand of the Kosova Republic and 
Nufri’s appearances in the Norwegian media.  

On September 29, 1987, Nufri gave a statement to the Norwegian press 
that posed a significant challenge to the friendship between Norway and 
Yugoslavia. Through this statement, Norwegian readers were informed 
about the use of torture against Albanian political prisoners in Yugoslavia 
and about the political persecution of Albanians in Yugoslavia. This included 
the Kosova Albanians’ demand for the Republic of Kosova and a historical 
resumé of the Albanian people as a people of Illyrian origin. As a reaction to 
this statement, the Yugoslav Embassy in Norway influenced the Norwegian 
state bodies to question the truth of this statement in the Norwegian press by 
using the Yugoslav–Norwegian friendship formed during World War II as a 
tool to achieve this. In particular, this criticism was made by the deputy 
foreign minister of Norway at the time, Helga Hernes, who, on behalf of the 
NMFA, declared that the use of torture and violation of rights by the 
Yugoslav government in Kosova did not occur. In this context, Nufri insisted 
even more, through the Norwegian media, the veracity of the violence by the 
Yugoslav regime against Albanians in Yugoslavia. He received public 
support from Amnesty International in the Norwegian press and from his 
lawyer, Arild Farstadvoll, which weakened the influence of the propaganda 
issued by the Yugoslav Embassy in Norway. The Embassy`s main goal was 
that the Norwegian state would deport Nufri. This would allow the Yugoslav 
authorities to imprison him again. However, Nufri’s activity in the media 
urged the Norwegian Foreign Ministry to reevaluate the authenticity of his 
statements regarding the violations of Albanians’ rights by the Serbo–
Yugoslav regime in Kosova. Consequently, Thorvald Stoltenberg, the 
foreign minister of Norway at that time and an experienced diplomat, 
corrected his deputy minister, Helga Hernes, in a public statement: “Foreign 
Minister Thorvald Stoltenberg in the newspaper VG has corrected the 
statements of Deputy Foreign Minister Helga Hernes regarding the 
circumstances in the province of Kosova in Yugoslavia. He clarifies: Of 
course we cannot rule out the possibility of political persecution in 
Yugoslavia. I am happy to admit that we have a very special relationship with 
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Yugoslavia and we use this very good relationship in our conversations with 
the Yugoslavs. So, it is possible to express accurately and directly to friends. 
The circumstances in Kosova are very complicated. We have received 
information about special cases, about people arrested by name and surname. 
But neither Norway nor any of the other Nordic countries have been able to 
prove this”. 
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    Due to activities in Norway – such as the organization of demonstrations 
and statements in the Norwegian media against the Belgrade regime – 
Nufri was threatened in various ways by the Yugoslav Embassy. In one 
case, he was told, “Don’t play with fire”. This happened after a clash in a 
debate on Norwegian radio and television between Nufri and a 
representative of the Yugoslav Embassy. This threat was somehow 
repeated through the Serbian newspaper NIN on April 23, 1989, in the 
following: “Albanian separatists enjoy a dose of support from Norwegian 
newsrooms(...), but the other side has also been heard. The January 
demonstrations (number 4) did not have such a stir among Norwegian 
journalists(...), they were held on the occasion of the anniversary of the 
murder of three well-known Albanian intellectuals on January 17th, 1982, 
in Stuttgart, by the Yugoslav police, convincing passers-by that Germany 
had become a private hunting ground for the Yugoslav state. The fifth 
demonstration in the friendly country was massive(...), it had attracted 
attention with their strength and massiveness. The presentation on 
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television and radio continued. Who presents truth and falsity. This time, 
the other side was also heard. The second radio program has broadcasted 
the reasonable speech of the first secretary of the Yugoslav embassy, 
Milorad Djurović. Immediately with his reply, the political refugee Nufri 
Lekaj appeared, who, not thinking that he was playing with a boomerang, 
addressed him with a ‘counter-argument’, publicly insulting the Yugoslav 
diplomat with: lies, lies, lies. Immediately, some Yugoslav citizens with 
Yugoslav affiliation reacted to this(...)”. Moreover, the Serbian newspaper 
Ilustrovana Politika wrote on November 24, 1987, “They organized anti-
Yugoslav demonstrations in Norway, but also in Sweden(...). We are 
interested to know whether there are among them those who have served 
sentences for the counter-revolutionary events in Kosovo in 1981(...)”. 
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After the fall of the Berlin Wall, Nufri was optimistic until the Dayton 
Conference that the Kosova issue could and should be resolved peacefully 
with the help of the international community. For this reason, he was 
highly motivated to contribute in this direction. As co-founder of KGNHC, 
he had the opportunity as a delegate from the NHC to meet personalities 
with political influence at international conferences on human rights, such 
as the founding meeting of the Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly in Prague 
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(October 18–21, 1990)131 and a forum for peace and reconciliation of ex-
Yugoslavia in Verona (September 17–20, 1992), which was led by a 
committee of 13 members chaired by Marijana Grandits (Austria) and 
Alexander Langer (Member of the European Parliament). 132 Nufri used 
informal conversations to provide details about the violations of the rights 
of Albanians in Yugoslavia and argued that the recognition of the Kosova 
Republic (declared on July 2, 1990) was the best solution to the serious 
human rights problem in Yugoslavia, including political stability in the 
region.  

It is worth mentioning that at the founding meeting of the Helsinki 
Citizens’ Assembly in Prague (October 18–21, 1990), the sponsor and 
initiator of this meeting, Vaclav Havel, was, like Czech dissident Jaroslav 
Shabata, implicitly in favour of the creation of new pan-European 
structures. This included a pan-European reorganization that would be 
started through the Citizens’ Assembly of Helsinki. Even the KGNHC 
supported this idea, hoping that Kosova could be factored politically 
through the concept of human rights, and in that way be decolonized from 
Serbia, based on the principle of self-determination. Nevertheless, Slovenian 
Tomazh Mastnak’s idea received more support, which meant that the 
Civic Assembly of Helsinki remained an organization of various non-
governmental associations of citizens. In the framework of this meeting, 
on October 20, a special tribune was held for Kosova, Northern Ireland 
and Transylvania. In his speech for the tribune, Nufri criticized the 
approach that dominated the discourse of Western politics where they 
called for a united and integrated Europe and simultaneously undermined 
the right to self-determination for Kosova Albanians in Yugoslavia. Nufri 
described and characterized the hope for a united and integrated Europe, 
which envisioned including the Balkans and which did not take into 
account the solution of the Albanian issue in Yugoslavia, as a utopian 
euphoria. He said that this only replaces the utopian euphoria of socialism 
from which they had barely emerged and that they dare not be deceived 
again. This was especially true because, without solving the unsettled 

 
131 Shkëlzen Maliqi (November 3rd, 1990) The Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly – Prague. Newspaper – Koha, 
p. 2 – 3 
132 Newspaper “Appell” of  the Norwegian Helsinki Committee (1992): Conclusions from the Verona - 
Conference 
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national issues in Europe – particularly the Albanian issue in Yugoslavia 
– one could not hope for a united and integrated Europe.  

Also present at this meeting was a Kosova delegation headed by 
Shkëlzen Maliqi, who, in connection with this founding meeting of the 
Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly in Prague, which included Nufri’s speech, 
wrote and published an article in the newspaper Koha on November 3, 
1990. To illustrate more concretely Nufri’s participation in international 
and domestic conferences, two facsimiles are presented below. The first 
consists of a text by Shkëlzen Maliqi (3 November 1990) concerning 
participation in the founding meeting of the Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly 
in Prague. The second shows the participation in a session of the Human 
Rights Forum in Oslo focused on the Balkans/Yugoslavia. 
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In his writings, Nufri posited that the European Community, during 
the initiation of negotiations to resolve the crisis in Yugoslavia, should 
include the Republic of Kosova in these negotiations alongside other 
republics in Yugoslavia. He believed that the exclusion of Albanians from 
the negotiations risked an armed conflict that could be even more 
dangerous for peace in the region. In one of his articles published in the 
NHC’s official newspaper Appell, no. 2 1991 – in which some of the articles 
regarding the Kosova issue were translated into English and distributed as 
part of the information for the IHF – he wrote, “...Recently we have seen 
many news images from the conflict areas in Yugoslavia with particular 
emphasis on what is happening in Croatia and Slovenia. In this 
connection, it is pointed out that the conflict is a threat to security in the 
area and Europe in general. When it comes to Kosova, we think of what 
we have previously read and heard: violence, terror and murder, and as 
Professor Vojin Dimitrievic from Belgrade recently stated at an open 
meeting in Oslo: ‘In Kosova, we now have a strong racist attitude from 
the Serbian side against the Albanians’.  

“We get far too little information in the Norwegian media about what 
is happening in Kosova, because it comes in the shadow of the war in 
Croatia. The West and especially the EC [European Community] are 
committed to a peaceful solution to the conflict, but one becomes uncertain 
about the possibilities of such a solution when one underestimates 
Albanians and their desire to be present during the negotiations. A 
peaceful solution to the conflict in Yugoslavia will not succeed if one does 
not take into account what the Albanians in Kosova today demand, and 
these are moderate demands. The Albanians demand equality in a ‘New’ 
Yugoslav Union. The union agreement must secure the union’s borders 
and form the basis for a common economic market.  

“Albanians know today that it is completely impossible to form a state 
that can unite an entire nation. The ethnic groups in Yugoslavia are 
determined that they can live in different Yugoslav republics. An agreement, 
based on international law, is required, which will form the basis for an 
assurance of the rights of the minorities. As an example, we can refer to 
the ‘New Constitution of the Republic of Kosova’ which was adopted by 
the Parliament of Kosova on the 15th of September, 1990, and which is 
not recognized by the Serbian occupying power in Kosova: ‘Kosova is a 
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democratic republic consisting of Albanians (90%), Serbs and other (10%) 
people groups (this has been used instead of minorities), who bear the 
sovereignty of the republic’.  

“It must be pointed out that the Albanians do not demand secession 
from Yugoslavia and that their struggle has been aimed at independence 
and equality within the Yugoslav Union. However, this requirement has 
become a costly requirement for Kosova and the Albanians in the last 10 
years. A few hundred have been killed during demonstrations and public 
meetings, several hundred have been injured and thousands have been 
imprisoned on political grounds and detained. About 100,000 have been 
dismissed from their positions on political grounds (postal service, 
judiciary, administration, health care, police, university, school service, 
etc.). In these positions, only Serbian colonialists now receive twice as 
much salary as when there were Kosova Albanians in these positions. (...).  

“After an effort from the West, the Albanians again began to hope for 
a better future. The Council of Europe has condemned Serbia for gross 
violations of human rights in Kosova. The Congress in the USA and many 
others have done the same, both political parties and human rights 
organizations. The Albanians with their democratic leadership and the 
‘Gandhi of the Albanians’, Ibrahim Rugova, have earned a lot on the 
political line against the harsh Serbian repression. Regardless of the 
provocations from the Serbian side in Kosova, no Serb has been harmed 
or wounded by the Albanians. This shows the type of conflict one is 
dealing with here: a pure liberation struggle by democratic means against 
a colonial power.  

“The hope that the Albanians have had in relation to Europe and the 
world community at large has now begun to fade. The EC has summoned 
all the Yugoslav republics to negotiations in The Hague, but they forgot 
to summon the seventh Yugoslav republic, republic of Kosova (…). If the 
Albanians continue to get excluded, they may be forced into, what we 
must all try to prevent, an armed conflict with the Serbian colonial power. 
This in turn could lead to Albania intervening to stop the slaughter of the 
Albanians in Kosova (what military technology Serbia possesses is shown 
through their export of weapons to Iraq). It is obvious that such a 
development is not desired in the Balkans. It is therefore very important 
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for all parties at the negotiating table to not forget the Albanians who are 
willing to cooperate and want to participate in negotiations”. 

The following is a facsimile of this article:  
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In addition to being one of the political emigrant leaders of the LPK 
and responsible for the KGNHC, Nufri served as a representative and 
spokesperson for the Albanian Association in Norway (AAN). The 
following is a letter from February 1991, sent to the representative of AAN 
from the Royal Secretariat, which reads, “Their Majesties, the King and 
Queen, have given me the task of thanking you for your participation and 
friendly attention during the funeral of His Majesty, King Olav. Best 
regards, Carl-Erik Grimstad”. 
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In the realm of human rights activities, Nufri also gained recognition 
when, in November 1991, at the invitation of the NHC, he and his 
collaborator, Ole Drolsum, were invited to a solemn dinner at Akershus 
Fortress, Oslo, hosted by the former Prime Minister of Norway, Gro 
Harlem Brundtland. The dinner was also attended by a significant number 
of international experts, where the Prime Minister wanted to share her 
gratitude to them, for their collective contributions to human rights and 
democratic institutions at a global level. The following is a facsimile of the 
invitation to this event, from the Royal Norwegian Government: 

 

  
 
 

Upon Backer’s initiative, the KGNHC, established in 1988, continued 
its activity as the Balkan Group within the NHC (BGNHC). They did this 
to ensure that the information and activity of this group would not be 
completely prejudged as subjective to Kosova but would be as accessible, 
convincing and acceptable as possible for the chancellors’ offices in 
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Western countries. At the same time, it is worth mentioning that, around 
1990, the BGNHC managed to hold an official status in the framework of 
the NHC and the IHF. In other words, the NHC, as an integral part of the 
Helsinki Federation, supported the activity for human rights in Kosova 
through the BGNHC, as it previously supported activity of the Polish 
Solidarity movement. One of the dissidents of the Polish Solidarity 
movement, Aleksander Gleichgewicht, was even employed by the 
NHC.133  

The BGNHC gradually reached an understanding within the NHC, as 
a semi-state organization, about the following demand: “A Kosova 
Republic is the best solution to the serious human rights problems in 
Yugoslavia”. Thereafter, it continuously lobbied for an understanding of 
this request within the Helsinki Federation. Later, this request also 
resulted as the official position of the NHC. Accordingly, at the annual 
meeting of the NHC, held in the building of the Norwegian Parliament on 
March 19, 1991, NHC Secretary General Bjørn Catto Funnemark publicly 
proposed as one of the advisory points of Norwegian foreign policy the 
following: “A Kosova Republic is the best solution to the serious human 
rights problems in Yugoslavia”. This amendment by a semi-state 
organization, which was approved unanimously, was important, being 
perhaps the first case when proposals for political solutions were made.  

Following are three facsimiles of documents. One is a list of the names 
and addresses of the leaders of the KGNHC, then called the BGNHC, 
alongside those of some members of the board and leadership of the NHC, 
who jointly supported the activities of the NHC for Kosova. The BGNHC 
also had other internal supporters and collaborators who are not on this 
list, such as Aage Borchgrevink, and also other external supporters and 
collaborators, such as Shkëlzen Kukleci.134 The second facsimile is the 
information in the Kosova Albanian media regarding the official position 
of the NHC that was one of the advisory points of the Norwegian foreign 

 
133Inlandsarkiva (Maihaugen), biographical profile of Aleksander Gleichgewicht, online 
exhibition, https://www.opam.no/nettutstillinger/polen/no/1970-1990/gleichgewicht  
134 Shkëlzen Kukleci was one of  the earliest Albanian friends of  Berit Backer, who lived with Shkëlzen 
Kukleci’s family in Kosova, in the early 70s, during the period of  her studies on Albanians, in the field 
of  social anthropology. Some other external supporters of  KGNHC, residing in Norway, have been 
Ali Aliu, Hajrie Aliu, Isa Thaçi, Blerim Rexhepi, Jashar Etemaj, Afet Ismajli, Gëzim Haklaj, Anila Hyka, 
Anila Nauni, Rrahim Përçuku, Qani Dehari, Jonuz Emini, etc. 

https://www.opam.no/nettutstillinger/polen/no/1970-1990/gleichgewicht
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policy: “A Kosova Republic is the best solution to the serious human 
rights problems in Yugoslavia”. The third facsimile proves that, from 
1990, the KGNHC managed to have an official status within the NHC, 
renamed as the Balkan Group within the NHC (BGNHC). At the same 
time, this facsimile document proves that the additional project of the 
BGNHC, known as ANA, had official status as an integral part of the 
NHC, directly supported by the NMFA. 
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    THE CONTEXT OF THE TRAGIC DEATH OF BERIT BACKER 
JUST BEFORE THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE DAYTON 
CONFERENCE 
 

Backer enjoyed great respect and trust among the Albanian political 
elite of Kosova. Consequently, she was the only adviser who could ensure 
the proper coordination between the two main political forces of the 
Kosova Albanians, namely, the LPK, which was headed by its spiritual 
leader, Demaçi, and the LDK, which was headed by its spiritual leader, 
Rugova. This coordination between the LPK and the LDK was seen as a 
significant danger by the Serbian–Yugoslav State Security Service (UDB) 
because it strengthened the Kosova Albanians’ fight for the liberation of 
Kosova. This was also the reason why Backer was banned from entering 
Yugoslavia in February 1990.  

In fact, Backer, being previously identified as an associate of the LPK, was 
also identified as a coordinator between the LPK and the LDK. This 
happened after the organization of the first official visit of the Kosova 
delegation, led by Rugova, to the Western countries. The visit took place on 
February 14–18, 1990, starting from Oslo. Moreover, this visit coincided with 
one of the LPK demonstrations in Oslo on February 17, 1990, where 
repeated indignation was expressed against the Yugoslav government for the 
violence against Albanians in Yugoslavia alongside the demand for the 
Republic of Kosova. Regarding this visit, one of the members of the 
delegation, Shkëlzen Maliqi, was interviewed by the Klan Kosova television 
station on January 18, 2022. Maliqi said he noticed UDB surveillance during 
the first official visit of the Kosova delegation, led by Rugova; he added that 
he and Rugova were stopped upon their return to Yugoslavia, with Rugova 
held and interrogated longer than Maliqi himself.135 This UDB threat to 
Rugova was made to prevent any cooperation between the LDK and the 
LPK, since the Serbian regime did not assign legal status to the LPK as it did 
for other Albanian political parties in Kosova after the Berlin Wall fell. The 
Serbian regime continued to imprison and torture not only the leaders and 
activists of the LPK but also ordinary members of the movement, sentencing 
them to long prison terms. 

 
135 Shkëlzen Maliqi’s interview for the television “Klan Kosova”, on the 18th of  January, 2022: 
https://youtu.be/Sbn_tAwjTLc 

https://youtu.be/Sbn_tAwjTLc
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Following are facsimiles of two documents. One is a February 1990 article 
from the Serbian newspaper Politika Ekspres in which Backer was criticized 
about her activity for Kosova Albanians’ rights. According to the newspaper, 
Backer supported and maintained the connection between the activities of the 
Helsinki Process on the one hand and the groups gathered around Demaçi, 
who was still in prison at this time, as well as the groups gathered around 
Rugova on the other hand. After publication of this article, Backer was 
declared a persona non grata by Yugoslavia. The second facsimile describes the 
LPK’s position regarding a demonstration in Oslo on February 17, 1990, at 
which repeated indignation against the Yugoslav government was expressed 
regarding the violence against Albanians there. Additionally, demands for 
the Republic of Kosova were made: 
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Backer did not stop supporting Kosova and Albania, which she loved 
so much, until her tragic death in 1993, when official news sources 
reported that she was killed by a person with a psychotic disorder. 
Specifically, she was killed by a mentally ill person of Albanian origin, 
who was manipulated and used by the UDB. They had previously banned 
Backer from entering Yugoslavia while at the same time trying to portray 
her through sophisticated propaganda as a spy and an anti-Albanian 
person.  

Backer’s collaborators both inside and outside of Norway, and all those 
who knew her personally and were aware of her essential role – as well as 
all Albanians who were more or less aware of her important role in the 
1980s and early 1990s – were deeply shocked and affected by her death. 
In other words, her killing was severe, because in addition to the violation 
of Albanian traditions regarding the murder of a woman, Albanians lost a 
dedicated and important idealist and friend to Kosova and Albania. 
Moreover, her murder was an attempt to sabotage the Kosova issue in the 
eyes of Western countries, meaning that the UDB’s sophisticated 
propaganda sought to misuse her death to distort the perception of Kosova 
Albanians in the view of other nations. Although this brutal killing 
unavoidably resulted in the distortion of the image of Albanians, the 
important takeaway was that Albanians managed to respond appropriately, 
by turning out in massive numbers for Backer’s funeral. A particular 
presence of the Albanian diaspora in Norway was noticed.  

Among Backer’s many collaborators both inside and outside of 
Norway who attended her funeral were the close collaborators from 
Kosova, Demaçi and Gazmend Pula, and Ibrahim Kelmendi, one of the 
founders of the LPK. During a specific period, Kelmendi was appointed 
by LPK as the responsible for contacts with foreign authorities and 
organizations. Bardhyl Kokalari, the Albanian ambassador for Sweden, 
was also present, while other dignitaries sent telegrams of condolences, 
including Albanian President Sali Berisha. Kosova President Rugova 
requested that a declaration be made on his behalf through the NHC in 
the Norwegian media to publicly express his condolences to the Norwegian 
people.  

That Backer was a friend of all Albanians was confirmed in many ways, 
as indicated by these words from a letter of condolence on March 9, 1993, 
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to the NHC from Milaim Pejsi, chairman of the Democratic Forum for 
Human Rights in Gostivar/Macedonia: “Her death is such a loss for the 
cause of human rights that we feel we have lost one of the great crusaders 
for humanity”.136  

In her letter of condolence regarding Becker’s tragic death, Yadja Zeltman, 
director– representative of the IHF, wrote inter alia, “Her unrelenting work 
and dedication to the cause of the Albanian communities fostered greater 
understanding for the needs of those communities, especially those in 
Kosovo, and the need for a greater involvement of the international 
community in the defence of their basic human rights”. 137 The Swedish 
ambassador to Yugoslavia and Albania in 1987–1992, Jan Af Sillén, 
published the following about Backer’s tragic death in the Norwegian 
newspaper Aftenposten in March 1993:  

 

 
 

136 Ann Christine Eek: Berita - the Norwegian Friend of  the Albanians: Introduction of  the book; Behind 
the Stone Walls…: 2003: p. 7, 12; Letter of  condolence to the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, from 
the president of  the Democratic Forum for Human Rights in Gostivar – Macedonia,: Milaim Pejsi, 
9th of  March 1993. 
137 Ibid: Letter of  condolence from the director - representative of  the International Helsinki 
Federation, Yadja Zeltman, to the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, dated 9th of  March 1993.  
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Berit Backer 
 
With deep sorrow my wife and I received the news on the killing of Berit Backer 

by an Albanian from Kosovo.   
No one from the Nordic Countries has done more than Berit Backer to recognize 

and explain the Albanians’ situation. She was a very competent scientist for the 
Albanian people and a well-informed and objective observer of the Balkan situation, 
especially in Albania and Kosovo.  

I met her several times in recent years on her way to Albania and I often had the 
opportunity to benefit from her in-depth knowledge on the political and economic 
situation there. I also had the chance to read her interesting analysis. 

She was an incredible, brave, agile, open-minded and friendly person to my wife 
and I, as well as to other colleagues that were in contact with her.  

With the death of Berit Backer, the Nordic Countries lost an irreplaceable 
observer of the Albanians’ situation.  

She left when her knowledge was needed more than ever.  
Our thoughts are with all those who were close to Berit Backer and with many 

Albanians in Albania and Kosovo who are affected by her tragic death and are 
grieving the loss of an irreplaceable friend and supporter. 
 

JAN AF SILLÉN, 
Swedish ambassador to Yugoslavia and Albania, 1987–1992. 

 
This photo published in Aftenposten depicts Adem Demaçi, Gazmend 

Pula, Nufri Lekaj, Shkëlzen Kukleci, Qani Dehari and Musa Ramadani 
carrying Berit Backer’s casket. 

 
 
 
 
 
The LPK condemned Backer’s murder through a declaration, and the 

president of Kosova, Rugova, did so as well through a message in the 
Norwegian newspaper Dagbladet. The following are a copy of the 
declaration of the LPK and a copy of the article: 
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105 

The following is a fragment from an Albanian newspaper, translated 
into English, recounting Demaçi’s remarks on the day of Backer’s funeral, 
March 17, 1993, in Oslo: 

 

                   
 
 

“Greatly honoured mother and family of Madam Berit, ladies and 
gentlemen, friends and others who revered Madam Berit Backer! 

 
“I have the painful duty to share the deep sorrow that took over our 

hearts. On behalf of the Albanian people and all Albanian leadership, I 
express the deepest condolences to all Norwegian friends with a heavy 
heart and a broken soul. At the same time, I pray that they find in them 
some words of condolences for us Albanians, as our sorrow is deep and 
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everlasting, even though this heinous crime was committed by a criminal 
who does not deserve to be called Albanian. 

 
“I am convinced that our friends, the Norwegian people, do not wish, 

as even sister Berit herself would not have wished, for this crime to impact 
our friendship with the Norwegian people. 
 

“Norway lost her highly valued daughter, a committed humanist and 
scientist, while we Albanians lost the only Norwegian sister we had. 
 

“When militaristic Serbs robbed us of the last national and human 
rights we had, sister Berit protected us with dignity like a mountain eagle 
and spoke strongly for our issues in all humanitarian forums of Norway 
and the world. When the relentless hordes of Milošević’s military and 
police murdered and massacred Albanian young men and women, sister 
Berit cried and mourned the Kosova martyrs alongside us. When our 
people were threatened by hunger imposed by the cruel invader, sister 
Berit found ways to send the people food and medicine, warm greetings 
and wishes, and to give the people valuable advice and support. 
 

                                       “May your memory be with us forever, Sister! 
 
                                                                                                     “MERITA!  
 
                                                 “In Oslo, on 17.03.1993, Adem DEMAÇI” 
 
 
 

According to some hypotheses about Backer’s tragic death, the killer could 
have been used by the UDB because of his mental problems; consequently, 
in some degree, he was therefore also a victim who was manipulated in a 
sophisticated manner to kill Backer. The UDB’s supposed aim was to achieve 
the double effect of discrediting or weakening the activity of Albanian 
political emigration in Western countries, because Backer’s killer was of 
Albanian origin, and discrediting or weakening the possibility that the 
Kosova issue be imposed for solution within an international agenda. In fact, 
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the Kosova issue was not addressed at the Dayton Conference (1995), 
eliminating the possibility that peace would be achieved through this 
meeting. 

Just as the cause of Backer’s murder has remained enigmatic, so has the 
case of the killer; after he was released from preventive detention inside 
the psychiatric health service, he was declared a missing person, and his 
body was found four years later. When Backer’s death is viewed in the 
context of the UDB’s murders and attempted murders of Albanian 
political emigration activists in the 1980s and 1990s, the suspicion grows 
that the UDB played a role in her murder. The Amnesty International 
Report of 1985 regarding the assassinations of the leaders of Albanian 
political emigration, including the assassinations against the leaders of the 
Croatian political emigration, it is among other things, stated, “Emigre 
circles have frequently claimed that Yugoslav State Security Service 
(UDB) agents were responsible for these murders. The Yugoslav authorities, 
however, have attributed them to rival emigre groups. Allegations of UDB 
involvement have been supported by the evidence presented in several 
cases tried by courts outside of Yugoslavia”.138 In other words, the UDB 
not only organized the assassination against the main founders of the LPK 
but also engaged in other such assassination and assassination attempts 
before and after this event. Below, in addition to the targeting of the main 
founders of the LPK, five other cases of assassinations and assassination 
attempts will be presented, although there are others that will not be 
mentioned here. LPK did not publicize these cases, and they were not 
covered in the Western media. This strategy was undertaken to avoid 
scaring and discouraging the broad membership of the LPK, especially 
with regard to the liberation of Kosova. 

- On January 17, 1982, the UDB assassinated brothers Jusuf and 
Bardhosh Gërvalla and their friend Kadri Zeka, all of whom were main 
founders of the LPK. During the late 1980s, when Backer prepared a 
report for the Scandinavian foreign ministries regarding the situation in 
Kosova (“Politics and Punishments in Kosovo”), she also travelled to 
Switzerland to gather information and met the brother of Jusuf and 
Bardhosh, Hysen Gërvalla. On this occasion she also met with some of 

 
138 Amnesty International Report (1985): Yugoslavia: prisoners of  conscience. Printed by Shadowdean 
Limited, Mitcham, Surrey, p. 8 
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the leaders of the LPK’s diaspora branch, including Mustafë Xhemajli.139 
The following fragment is retrieved from the German newspaper Der 
Spiegel (January 25, 1982) regarding the assassination in Stuttgart, 
Germany, on January 17, 1982. In the photograph, two German police 
officers are seen near the bodies of the Gërvalla brothers and Kadri Zeka. 
This assassination was organized by the UDB in a professional manner, 
and the perpetrators have never been apprehended. According to other 
sources regarding this and other assassinations and assassination attempts 
against Albanian and Croatian political emigration activists, the UDB 
hired Serbian criminals, who, during the 1970s and 1980s, engaged in 
criminal activities in Germany, Belgium, Scandinavia. They included 
Ljubomir Magaš-Zemunac, Željko Ražnatović-Arkan, Rade Ćaldović-
Čenta and Dragan Joksović-Jokso.  
 

 
 

139 Kosova magazine: Exclusive no.7, 2000: “Short biography of  Berit Backer”, p. 52 
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- The following is a fragment from Der Spiegel (Nr.4, 1982) reporting the 
attempted assassination of the Albanian activist Rasim Zenelaj in 
Frankfurt, Germany, on April 14, 1981. With the instructions and help of 
UDB agents Svjetozar Mirjačić, Rade Surla and others, the assassin Zorica 
Aleksić tried to escape, but she was caught by the German police at the 
Frankfurt airport. With the influence of the state propaganda of the UDB, 
there were rumours that the case involved a broken love affair. Nevertheless, 
the assassin’s reluctance to speak was met with determination by the 
German investigative team, and she admitted that she committed the 
assassination at the behest of the UDB. Therefore, she was sentenced to 7 
years in prison. Zenelaj was seriously injured and ended up in a 
wheelchair.  
 

 
 

- The following is a fragment from the Belgian newspaper Le Soir 
(October, 1981) reporting the assassination of the Albanian activist Vehbi 
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Ibrahimi in Brussels on October 10, 1981, titled “Who’s next?” Ibrahimi 
died on the spot while his wife was seriously injured. The killer has never 
been arrested. 

 

 
 
 

- The following is a fragment from Le Soir reporting the assassination of 
Enver Hadri, chairman of the Kosova Committee for Human Rights and 
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Freedoms, based in Belgium, on February 25, 1990, in Brussels, Belgium. 
Along with his collaborators, Hadri had managed to establish direct 
contact with some of the European parliamentarians and was able to 
report on human rights violations in Kosova. Almost a year earlier, in 
May 1989, Hadri and his collaborators encouraged a visit to Kosova of a 
delegation from the European Parliament, to observe the human rights 
situation. 

Milošević’s regime created obstacles for this delegation to properly 
conduct its work. This is reflected in the abovementioned report of the 
joint delegation, which was composed of the leadership of the IHF, a 
representative of the U.S. Helsinki Watch and the representatives of the 
NHC. In January 1990, this delegation that had travelled to Kosova in 
September 1989 on their first fact-finding mission there, guided by Backer, 
mentioned these obstacles orchestrated by Milošević in their report, “(…) 
the International Helsinki Federation call[s] upon the European 
Community and the Council of Europe to condition any future integration 
of market and economic access on a full reversal of the human rights 
course in Kosovo. The European Community might well begin with a 
demand for an accounting of why the European Parliamentary Commission, 
which was sent to Kosovo to investigate matters in May 1989, was forced 
to leave because, as it stated, it was impossible to fulfil its mandate. The 
reason it was unable to do its work was that Yugoslav troops had sealed 
off the hotel in Prishtina where the Commission was staying to all but a 
select group of ethnic Albanians approved by the government. After the 
Commission withdrew, government police and troops dispersed the 
crowd with tear gas and truncheons, causing various injuries and arresting 
many. The European Community and the Council of Europe have an 
obligation to require Yugoslavia to live up to international standards of 
human rights, standards which Yugoslavia has long pledged itself to 
follow”.140 

The Belgian police eventually discovered that Hadri was assassinated 
by the criminals Veselin Vukotić, Andrija Drashković, Andrija Llakonić 
and Darko Ashanin, who were following the instructions of the UDB. 

 
140 Kenneth Anderson: Yugoslavia: Crisis in Kosovo, International Helsinki Federation and Human Rights 
Watch, New York, 1990, p. 44 
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January 2025, the second instance of the court in Brussels confirmed 
the guilt of the two Serbs - Veselin Vukotić and Andrija Drasković - 
convicted in absentia, for the murder of activist Enver Hadri. The two, 
along with Bozidar Spasić, were sentenced in 2016 to life imprisonment 
for the murder of Enver Hadri in 1990 in Brussels. Unfortunately, as well 
as the initial trial, the Serbian authorities refused to hand them over to the 
justice authorities in Belgium. Regarding this sentence of the Belgian 
court, journalist Alain Lallemand, writes the following in the fragment of 
the Belgian newspaper Le Soir, dated the 14 of February 2025: “The 
assassination of Enver Hadri in St-Gilles in 1990 was indeed a “state 
crime” committed by the Serbian mafia on the orders of high-ranking pro-
Serb officials in the former Yugoslavia. 35 years later, in the assizes, the 
perpetrators were again sentenced to life imprisonment”:  
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- The UDB also organized an assassination attempt against Xhafer 
Shatri in Switzerland. Shatri was one of the most skilled leaders of the 
revolutionary activity for the liberation of Kosova in the early 1970s. After 
his escape from prison and his emigration in the early 1980s, he had a 
significant impact on the framework of Kosova Albanians’ political 
emigration. Initially, he did so by consolidating and co-directing the LPK 
diaspora branch and later in the capacity as chairman of the Kosova 
Committee for Informing the World Public in Switzerland (KKIOB). 
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Furthermore, he was the minister of information in the Kosova government 
in exile, based in Geneva.  

With the aim of coordinating and strengthening the general activity of 
Albanian political emigration, Backer travelled to Switzerland in 1988 to 
meet Shatri, who was engaged in similar activities as the chairman of 
KKIOB. Although the circumstances before the fall of the Berlin Wall 
were complicated regarding such collaborations, there nevertheless was a 
partnership between the KKIOB and the KGNHC regarding the violation 
of basic human rights in Kosova.  

The following is a fragment from a Swiss newspaper regarding another 
assassination attempt against Shatri in 1998. 
 

 
 
 

- In 1990, the UDB organized an assassination attempt against Backer’s 
friend and collaborator, Xhavit Haliti, in Switzerland. Haliti was one of 
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the most skilful leaders of revolutionary activity in Kosova during the 
1980s. In 1986, after he managed to avoid arrest during an exchange of 
gunfire in Kosova, he escaped at the suggestion of the organization and 
with the help of his friends. After his emigration in Switzerland, he was 
the co-head of the LPK diaspora branch and head of the special sector 
within the LPK, which became the central staff of the Kosova Liberation 
Army (KLA) on November 17, 1994, and the general staff of the KLA in 
1998. Haliti was the first KLA representative who began collaboration 
with Western countries. 

Fred Abrahams, associate programme director and special advisor at 
Human Rights Watch – who worked for 20 years in areas marred by 
political crises and armed conflict, including the Balkans – wrote about 
Xhavit Haliti in his book, Modern Albania: From Dictatorship to Democracy 
in Europe: “Haliti had spent time in prison for his pro-Albanian activities 
and had fled to Switzerland. In early 1990 a bomb exploded outside his 
apartment in Zurich, and he blamed the Serbian secret police. In Albania, 
he thought, Enver Hoxha had built a thriving state. Unable to visit Albania 
during communism, Haliti’s generation had absorbed the propaganda: 
diligent workers building a socialist paradise, intellectuals enriching 
Albanian culture, and Hoxha ruling with a wise and benevolent hand. 
They had no idea that behind the TV cameras lay crumbling factories, 
prison camps and, by 1990, a desperate embassy siege. Haliti regrouped. 
The thirty-four-year-old was intelligent and mature. He moved slowly and 
with purpose. His eyes were dark and narrow, and far apart on his face. 
As if to compensate, his eyebrows slid together when he listened with 
focus, which was most of the time. Above all, the man called “Zeka” had 
a mission, a fact that others could sense and sometimes feared.  

“His main goal, and the reason for his visit to Tirana, was to win 
Kosovo’s independence from Yugoslavia, and he wanted to do it with 
force. He would soon become one of the key founders of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (...). By spring 1998, the U.S. government had two 
contradictory concerns. First, was the KLA a Marxist–Leninist group? 
Second, was it cooperating with Islamic states or groups? Haliti tried to 
assuage both fears. The affinity for Enver Hoxha was a relic of the past, 
he explained, a result of propaganda and Kosovar dreams. Only Kosovo’s 
liberation guided the group. As for Islamic aid, the Iranian government 
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and others had approached the KLA, and some foreign fighters had come 
to help, he said. But the KLA was determined to cut all ties with enemies 
of the United States.  

“To win trust, Haliti said he opened the books. He shared information 
on KLA bank accounts and promised to buy guns from U.S.-approved 
sources, even if that cost more. In April 1998, the KLA and CIA, with 
facilitation by SHIK (Albanian National Intelligence Service), reached an 
agreement on three essential points, Haliti and Klosi separately said. First, 
the KLA agreed not to use violence outside of Kosovo, including attacks 
in Serbia proper. Second, it promised not to cooperate with armed Islamist 
groups. It would refuse fighters, arms, and funds. Third, Haliti promised 
to block funds from drug trafficking and other illegal sources”. 141 

In the case of the assassination attempt against Haliti in 1990, the two 
Serbian assassins, Miroslav Paravnja and Branko Grgic, were discovered 
based on camera footage, and one of them was arrested. Below are photos 
from the Swiss TV news regarding the assassination attempt against Haliti, 
where the two assassins caught on camera are also seen in the second 
photo.  

 

    
 
Side note: The complete information from Swiss television regarding this 
case can be found at https://youtu.be/967nEf8r_2g?si=6DaLBxN_KG-
a3W2H https://youtu.be/fMz3vEZJvII?si=oJ2cd4EzeuCrmiqE 

 
141 Abrahams 2015: 247-248, 259:  https://archive.org/details/FredCAbrahamsModernAlbaniaFrom 
DictatorshipToDemocracy/page/n271/mode/1up  

https://youtu.be/967nEf8r_2g?si=6DaLBxN_KG-a3W2H
https://youtu.be/967nEf8r_2g?si=6DaLBxN_KG-a3W2H
https://youtu.be/fMz3vEZJvII?si=oJ2cd4EzeuCrmiqE
https://archive.org/details/FredCAbrahamsModernAlbaniaFromDictatorshipToDemocracy/page/n271/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/FredCAbrahamsModernAlbaniaFromDictatorshipToDemocracy/page/n271/mode/1up
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Xhavit Haliti wrote the following in a commemorative Facebook post 
dedicated to Berit Backer: 
 
 
“Berit Backer holds a special place in the formative period of international 
solidarity with Kosova. I had the privilege of knowing her personally in 
1987–1988, when the activities of the LPK in exile were expanding, 
particularly in Norway, at a time when the Kosova issue had not yet 
attracted structured international attention. 
 
Her contribution to Kosova during the 1980s and the early 1990s was 
extraordinary. Her engagement intensified particularly after she began 
collaborating with the LPK, immediately following the First General 
Meeting of the LPK in 1987, marking a new phase in efforts to 
internationalize the Kosova issue. 
 
Thanks to her persistence, credibility, and professional integrity, the 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee became the first Western organization to 
place the Kosova issue on its official agenda. This represented a 
historically significant moment, as for the first time efforts to 
internationalize the Kosova issue became part of the formal agenda of an 
Western organization with real influence in international human rights 
discourse. 
 
In this context, Berit Backer, together with her close collaborators 
Kristoffer Gjøtterud, Vice-Chair of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, 
and Nufri Lekaj, a member of the General Council of the LPK, established 
the Kosova Group within the Norwegian Helsinki Committee. With the 
Committee’s full support, the group soon became a key platform for 
international engagement in support of Kosova, creating lasting channels 
of communication between Kosova’s political structures and Western 
institutions. 
 
In addition to its general activities, the Kosova Group undertook a series 
of initiatives of considerable strategic importance. Even before the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, it encouraged and guided the journey of the first fact-
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finding mission concerning the human rights situation in Kosova. It also 
organized the first visit of a Kosova political delegation to the West, led 
by Ibrahim Rugova, which began in Oslo, Norway, in February 1990. 
Furthermore, the Group arranged the visits and programs of the 
Delegation of the Assembly of Kosova to several Western countries 
immediately following the proclamation of the Declaration of 2 July 1990. 
In parallel, it encouraged and supported the emergence of the first 
structures of civil society in both Kosova and Albania.  
 
Berit Backer, in particular, played an important advisory role by offering 
valuable advice to key figures across Kosova’s political spectrum, 
including Adem Demaçi, Ibrahim Rugova, and others. Through these 
contributions, she helped shape a strategic approach to the political 
resistance of Kosova Albanians, grounded in a long-term vision and 
international legitimacy. 
 
Berit Backer’s contribution remains eternal in the history of Kosova’s 
struggle for freedom. She represents a rare example of principled 
international solidarity at a time when Kosova stood largely alone and 
when it was vitally important that independent, professional, and 
trustworthy international voices inform and convince Western political 
and diplomatic circles about the harsh political and social reality in 
Kosova. 
 
 
                                                                     
 
                                                                           In honor of her memory.”142 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
142 Xhavit Haliti, “In Honor and in Memory of Berit Backer,” Facebook post, 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1XpxKmyPZj/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1XpxKmyPZj/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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According to Ann Christine Eek, one of Backer’s closest friends, “Not 
only did Berit Backer’s life end in the most tragic way, but she seemed 
destined for dramatic events long before she was born. A young woman, 
who later became Berit’s mother, was arrested together with a group of 
radical students in April 1941, during the German occupation of Norway 
in World War II. German forces found out that the young architect Ina 
Margrethe Danielsen happened to be the daughter of Admiral Edvard 
Christian Danielsen, who had managed to flee to Britain during the 
occupation and remained there as part of the Royal Norwegian Navy, 
cooperating with the Admiralty of the British Home Fleet. She was 
therefore incarcerated at Grini, a prison on the northwestern outskirts of 
Oslo, which the Germans had in reality converted into a sort of concentration 
camp. Her four-year imprisonment turned her into a dedicated communist 
(…). 

“Ole Friele Backer met Ina Danielsen through her brother Per 
Danielsen, with whom he had shared many experiences during the war. 
They married after the war, and on the 3rd of August, 1947, their daughter 
Berit was born. It has been said that when Berit’s father received the news 
of her birth in Oslo, while on assignment on Svalbard, he rejoiced as if he 
was the happiest man in the world. However, he was unable to spend 
much time with his daughter as he, unfortunately, died suddenly a month 
later. Berit thus grew up under difficult circumstances, as she and her 
mother first went to live in Kirkenes in northern Norway and later moved 
several times, due to the mother’s work, documenting buildings destroyed 
during the war. For some periods Berit also lived with close relatives in 
Oslo and in Mandal. 

“Being the young daughter of a communist, Berit was sent to ‘pioneer’ 
camps during summer vacations, and possibly as a consequence of her 
mother’s political views, she was sometimes put into awkward situations. 
Children can be painfully cruel to each other, and that might have been 
another reason for giving her political schooling an early start. After 
completing secondary school, she took a course at the Nansen School in 
Lillehammer in 1965–1966, and later, in the spring of 1968, she registered 
as a student at the University of Bergen. During the following years she 
studied statistics, social anthropology, philosophy, and sociology. In 
opposition to her mother, Berit joined ranks with other young radicals 
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towards the end of the sixties. Her interest in Albania was ignited when 
she visited the so-called ‘Lighthouse of Socialism’ for the first time in 1969. 
Another student remembers the years in Bergen, where the student 
movement bloomed and political discussions prospered: ‘Berit Backer was 
central in many of the exciting activities, and even those who didn’t agree 
with her politically, enjoyed her great intellectual capacity and warm-
hearted commitment (…)’.  

“During her first visit to Albania, Berit was fascinated by the Albanians, 
their culture and their continuous struggle for independence. She therefore 
decided to dedicate her research, for a scholarly degree in social anthropology, 
to the Albanians (…). After demonstrations in Kosovo in 1968, the 
situation of the Albanians had improved. Prishtina University was 
founded in 1970, and a new constitution granted the province autonomous 
status in 1974. Berit Backer was accepted as the first foreigner to do field 
work in the region for one year, in 1974–1975. Responsible for her 
permission to do research was the Minister of Culture at that time, the 
Albanian political scientist Ukshin Hoti, but she also received much help 
from the Director of the University, Professor Idriz Ajeti, as well as from 
scholars, professor Fehmi Agani and Mark Krasniqi.  

“In the introduction to her thesis, Berit Backer tells about the beginning 
of her field work in the village of Isniq (…). The correspondence that Berit 
Backer left behind bears witness to her close contact with scholars, writers, 
journalists and others who were interested in various aspects and regions 
of Albania, politically, economically and socially. Her growing insight 
also led to a more profound understanding of the abuse of the human 
rights of the Albanians, particularly in Yugoslavia. By 1978 she had been 
contacted by Amnesty International about one particular prisoner of 
conscience, Adem Demaçi, the Kosovar Albanian writer who had been 
incarcerated for most of the period since 1958 (…).  

“The experience Berit Backer had gained in Albania in the period 1975–
1981 was, in many ways, very discouraging. Being under constant 
surveillance, she had come to realize that the ‘People’s Socialist Republic 
of Albania’ was no paradise and she drew a line under the political views 
she had held as a youth. Her fascination with the Albanian people was, 
however, by no means diminished, and she continued her research efforts, 
but from outside, turning her attention to groups of Albanians closer to 
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home. She was also invited to give papers at international conferences and 
lectured in Norway about the Albanians in Albania and Kosovo (…).  

“Berit Backer, whose name is pronounced ‘Berita’ by Albanians, 
gradually received the nickname ‘Merita’ because of the reputation and 
respect in which she was held by Kosovar Albanians for her profound 
knowledge of their people, and for her unrelenting work to inform the rest 
of Europe of their situation (…). Berit Backer had a very strong desire to 
tell the world about the Albanians (…), she was later denounced in the 
Serbian press as a ‘Kosovar Albanian separatist’, alongside Demaçi who 
was still in prison (…).  

“During her lifetime, Berit Backer accepted many commitments and 
had many international contacts. As she had been politically active since 
childhood, not always without complications, she learned the virtue of 
discretion from an early age. People need not know more than necessary. 
She therefore divided her life into pieces, like a cake, and the people who 
constituted the pieces of the cake hardly knew about the existence of one 
another, or how numerous they were. Some of them were politically active 
or humanistically dedicated, others were colleagues in different projects, 
and still others were simply friends she spent some good times with (…). 

“She rarely mentioned setbacks in her work, but during the last years, 
it was obvious to the present writer that Berit had experienced things that 
had hurt her deeply. Her understanding of the situation in the Balkans was 
so acute that she often provoked people who had accepted the ‘official’ 
views by the dominating Slav and Greek populations. The resistance she 
met while trying to report on the situation of the Albanians was sometimes 
so hard that she often felt that all her knowledge was worthless, and that 
all her efforts had been in vain”.143 

The following is a photo from 1976 when Backer was conducting 
research in Kosovo, having a conversation with a shepherd. She spoke not 
only to people with political power or academic backgrounds but also to 
regular people, to better and more fully understand the socio-political 
situation and culture.  
 

 
143 Ann Christine Eek: Berita - the Norwegian Friend of  the Albanians: Introduction of  the book; Behind 
the Stone Walls…: 2003: p.7-8, 9, 11-14 
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Two of Backer’s friends mentioned above by Eek – Ukshin Hoti and 
Fehmi Agani – significantly influenced the development of political 
processes in Kosova, and they both suffered a tragic ending. Hoti studied 
political science at the University of Zagreb and the University of Belgrade 
and undertook postgraduate studies in international relations and political 
science at the University of Chicago, Harvard University and the 
University of Washington. In addition to his contribution as a professor at 
the University of Prishtina, he also served as the provincial secretary of 
Kosova for foreign relations (foreign minister). Hoti became a symbol of 
Kosova’s academic courage because, almost as an isolated example, he 
sacrificed all careerist positions and privileges, placing himself and his 
academic knowledge entirely at the service of the realization of the 
Republic of Kosova, in continuity from the 1981 demonstrations until his 
assassination ordered by the neo-fascist Milošević regime in 1999.  

For Hoti, the demand for a republic of Kosova during the 1981 
demonstrations was a starting point for the internal democratic processes 
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– authentic democracy – in Kosova. In his book, The Political Philosophy of 
the Albanian Cause (1995), he states that, “Democracy in Kosova was not 
conceived by others, nor was it born for their pleasure. It was intertwined 
with the democratic processes in Europe and with similar humanitarian 
goals. Democracy in Kosova was born in 1981; it will grow on its own, 
together, equal and interconnected with others”.144  

Similar to Demaçi, Hoti was one of the most influential encouragers of 
LPK. He was arrested several times by the Serbian regime. The 
aforementioned report of Amnesty International regarding Yugoslav 
prisoners of conscience and the assassinations of Albanian and Croatian 
activists in Western countries, stated the following: “Ukshin Hoti, an 
ethnic Albanian charged with political offenses, was sentenced to nine 
years imprisonment. In December 1982 [Amnesty International] wrote to 
the Federal Secretary of Justice mentioning that it had received 
information that ethnic Albanians charged with political offenses had been 
ill-treated. The organization referred to three specific cases and urged him 
to conduct a judicial inquiry into the alleged ill-treatment of Hydajet 
Hyseni, Halil Alidema and Ukshin Hoti”.145 Hoti was arrested for the last 
time in 1994 by the Serbian police on the charge of exercising hostile 
activity against Yugoslavia and for his participation in the movement for 
the Republic of Kosova (LPK), in which case he was sentenced to 5 
years in prison. On May 16, 1999, after his release and after leaving the 
Dubrava prison cell, he disappeared from the Serbian police without a 
trace and is still considered missing. 

Fehmi Agani, although very young, aligned himself with the anti-
fascist alliance during World War II. During the 1960s and early 1970s, 
he completed his studies in philosophy and post-graduate studies in 
political science at the University of Belgrade and earned his doctorate in 
sociology at the University of Prishtina. He was the founder of the 
Institute of Sociology at the University of Prishtina. The major political 
events in Kosova, especially those from 1981 onwards, made his political 
views and attitudes gradually take the form of modern Western social 
democracy. He was considered the leading thinker and political strategist 

 
144 Ukshin Hoti (1995): The Political Philosophy of  the Albanian Cause. Tirana., p. 76 
145 Amnesty International Report (1985): Yugoslavia: prisoners of  conscience. Printed by Shadowdean 
Limited, Mitcham, Surrey, p. 50 
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of the LDK in the 1990s. During the late 1990s he supported the KLA 
and, as a result, he became very hated by the neo-fascist regime of 
Milošević. He was murdered, apparently by Serbian security forces, 
during the war. 146 

As Eek mentioned above, regarding Backer’s field work in the village 
of Isniq in the Municipality of Deçan in Kosova in 1974, it is worth noting 
that, during this period, Backer lived with the family of Selim Kukleci. He 
initially served as Backer’s mentor, helping her to quickly understand the 
traditions of Albanians and the political reality in Kosova. Selim Kukleci 
was one of the first intellectuals in the municipality of Deçan in Kosova. 
After World War II and after the 1980s, he was persecuted alongside some 
of his family members by the Serbian regime in Kosova. For this reason, 
some of Selim’s family members emigrated, among them his son, 
Shkëlzen Kukleci, who also was a collaborator of Backer within the 
BGNHC. Furthermore, he also supported Backer while she guided the 
first fact-finding mission delegation in Kosova in September 1989. Some 
of the Kukleci family members are well-educated people in Kosova and 
outside of Kosova. Even in Norway, the granddaughter of Selim Kukleci, 
Teuta Kukleci, has worked at the Peace Research Institute Oslo and the 
Directorate for Integration and Diversity. 

 

                   
           Ukshin Hoti                              Fehmi Agani                           Selim Kukleci 

 
                                               

 
146 Donika Hoti (23rd of  January 2024): On the life and work of  academician Fehmi Agani, Newspaper 
KultPlus. 
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Ten years after the murder of Backer, Swedish Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Anna Lindh was killed. She was stabbed by Mijailo Mijailović at 
the NK department store in central Stockholm, on September 10, 2003, 
and died the next morning at Karolinska University Hospital. The killer 
was born in Stockholm, Sweden, on December 6, 1978, to Serbian 
parents. 

In her chronicle from 2023, regarding the murder of Anna Lindh, Ann-
Sofie Dahl – a docent in international politics, a non-resident senior fellow 
at the Atlantic Council and a (U.S.) and NATO expert, who, together with 
Henrik Landerholm, founded the Swedish Atlantic Committee in 1996 – 
wrote, among other things, that, “The description of the murder of Anna 
Lindh as an act of insanity, carried out by a mentally disturbed recluse, 
has prevailed for 20 years. But the explanation ignores the political motive 
of the murder; that Anna Lindh expressed her support for NATO’s 
intervention in Kosovo. The murder of Anna Lindh in 2003 is usually 
described as an act of madness. It ignores the political context (…). 
Mijailovic’s attack on Anna Lindh took place only a few years after she 
had given her support to NATO’s bombing of Kosovo in the spring of 
1999. Like her boss, Prime Minister Göran Persson, she realized that the 
abominable Serbian ambitions of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo had to be 
stopped (...). Giving her support and Swedish backing to NATO’s 
Operation Allied Force in Kosovo was brave by Anna Lindh, and it was 
morally right. But it probably cost her, her life”.147 

In the following is a facsimile of Ann-Sofie Dahl’s chronicle in Smedjan, 
which is the think tank Timbro’s magazine for opinion-forming journalism 
with a liberal starting point:  

 
147 Ann - Sofie Dahl (9th of  October 2023) Anna Lindh’s killer had a political motive: https://timbro.se 
/smedjan/anna-lindhs-mordare-hade-politiskt-motiv/ 
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In the end, the possibility that the UDB was behind Lindh’s murder 
cannot be ruled out, in the sense that the killer could have been directly or 
indirectly recruited or encouraged by the UDB to kill her. In other words, 
on the one hand, the killer might have been instructed by the UDB to 
simulate the role of a mentally ill person and to then kill Lindh, as in 
Scandinavia it is the lowest criterion to declare someone mentally ill, and 
the punishments for the mentally ill are lower than those in other countries. 
Or, on the other hand, the killer might truly have been a mentally ill 
person, and the UDB might have perfidiously incited and encouraged him 
to kill Lindh.  

Consequently, in the context of Backer’s murder, the UDB might have 
managed, in a sophisticated way, to manipulate a mentally ill person to 
kill Backer, with the aim of achieving the double effect; to discredit or 
weaken the activity of Albanian political emigration in Western countries, 
because Backer’s killer was of Albanian origin, and especially to discredit 
or weaken the possibility that the Kosova issue would be imposed for a 
solution within an international agenda. In the context of Lindh’s murder, 
the UDB might have incited and encouraged a mentally ill person to kill 
her with the purpose of scaring other Western politicians with other 
arbitrary killings in public areas, if they supported the path to independence 
for Kosova in the future.  

In fact, although Sweden was not a NATO member until 2024, it 
actively supported efforts to achieve and strengthen peace in Kosova. An 
example of this can be seen in the former Swedish government headed by 
Prime Minister Göran Persson, who served from 1996 to 2006, and 
Swedish Foreign Minister Anna Lindh, who held office from 1998 to 
2003. They were instrumental in establishing the Independent International 
Commission on Kosova to evaluate the situation and propose future status 
solutions for the region. They expressed deep concern over the absence of 
independent analysis regarding the Kosova conflict and were consequently 
preoccupied with any real effort to explore the lessons to be learned from 
it.  

On October 23, 2000, the International Commission on Kosova 
presented its report to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan in New York. 
In this report, the Independent International Commission shed light on 
many factors comprising the Kosova crisis and concluded that the most 
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viable path for the region’s future was supervised independence, wherein 
the international community would assume responsibility for guaranteeing 
initial security, overseeing the protection of minority rights and facilitating 
Kosova’s integration into an effective stability pact.148 Through this credible 
international report, it was considered for the first time that Kosova’s path 
towards independence was a legitimate process. This may have been the 
reason that the Serbian regime took revenge on Lindh, especially to 
implicitly warn other Western politicians that anyone who supported 
Kosova’s path to independence may face arbitrary killings such as that of 
Lindh. Therefore, like Backer, Lindh’s unwavering commitment to 
achieving peace in Kosova ultimately took her life. 

Another murder that may have been orchestrated by the Serbian secret 
service is the assassination of Jill Dando. Dando was a prominent British 
television presenter and journalist that was found murdered outside her 
home in Fulham, London, on April 26, 1999. For years, suspicions have 
persisted that she was targeted by a professional assassin, possibly in 
retaliation for her involvement in a BBC-appeal supporting Kosovar 
refugees during the Kosova War (1998–1999). 

Jill Dondo’s case illustrates that the purpose of the Serbian state 
security service may have been to intimidate influential foreign journalists 
who were reporting on the humanitarian crisis in Kosova, and calling for 
international action against the individual responsible for it, Slobodan 
Milošević himself. 

On April 25, 2025, British media outlets, including LBC (London 
Broadcasting Company), reported that, according to eyewitness accounts 
from the day of the murder, Milorad Ulemek had been identified either as 
the perpetrator or as someone closely connected to Dando’s killing. 

Ulemek is notorious for his involvement in organized crime, including 
high-profile assassinations, and for his collaboration with the Serbian state 
security apparatus during Milošević’s regime. He is also known for the 
assassination of Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Djindjić on March 12, 
2003, who had been a political opponent of Slobodan Milošević. 
    Below is an excerpt from LBC, relating to this recent development. 

 
148 The Independent International Commission on Kosovo (23rd of  October, 2000): The Kosovo Report: 
https://reliefweb.int/report/albania/kosovo-report https://reliefweb.int/attachments/784047f3-
501d-3af1-a1a9-31498003d4a5/6D26FF88119644CFC1256989005CD392-thekosovoreport.pdf 

https://reliefweb.int/report/albania/kosovo-report
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/784047f3-501d-3af1-a1a9-31498003d4a5/6D26FF88119644CFC1256989005CD392-thekosovoreport.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/784047f3-501d-3af1-a1a9-31498003d4a5/6D26FF88119644CFC1256989005CD392-thekosovoreport.pdf
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In the following, is a further elaboration regarding the journey towards 
achieving peace in Kosova after the Dayton Conference (1995). 
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THE IMPACT OF THE COMMITMENT AND VALUABLE 
ADVICE FROM BERIT BACKER AND KRISTOFFER GJØTTERUD, 
THE COMMITMENT OF OTHER NORWEGIANS, INCLUDING 
THE COMMITMENT OF OTHER FOREIGNERS, TOWARDS 
PEACE-MAKING IN KOSOVA 
 

Backer and Gjøtterud offered highly important advice to the leaders of 
the two main political forces of the Kosova Albanians, LPK and LDK. 
They advised them to focus on peaceful efforts for the liberation of Kosova 
and not to give reasons for the Serbian regime to pull Albanians out of 
tact, to prove to the world that Albanians do not want a peaceful approach 
to resolving the Kosova issue through democratic means and without 
violence. This advice was particularly important for the LPK, because it 
was the only powerful political organization of Albanians in the former 
Yugoslavia and in the diaspora that, in its programme, did not exclude 
armed uprising as a last resort for the liberation of Albanians in 
Yugoslavia.  

It is worth mentioning that at the open meeting of the first visit of the 
Kosova delegation to the NHC on February 17, 1990, LDK leader Rugova 
expressed his highest regard for Backer and Gjøtterud and their advice 
during his speech.  

In fact, peaceful efforts and passive resistance, led by Rugova, the 
Sakharov prize winner, played a crucial role in avoiding war between the 
Albanian people of Kosova and the neo-fascist regime of Milošević at the 
beginning of the 1990s. Otherwise, there was the possibility that genocide 
of the same dimensions as in Bosnia or even greater could also happen in 
Kosova. Unfortunately, the issue of Kosova was not included within the 
framework of the Dayton Conference (1995), and this demonstrated no 
hope that the Kosova Albanians could achieve freedom solely through 
peaceful efforts. However, the peaceful efforts for the liberation of Kosova 
as an internal factor and the genocide in Bosnia as an external factor, 
which deeply affected the conscience of Western countries, influenced the 
international legitimacy of the following war of the KLA. This was in the 
sense that the Kosova Albanians, in cooperation with the international 
community, had attempted for years to resolve the Kosova problem 
without war but were rebuked by Milošević. The West could not tolerate 
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another genocide such as the one in Bosnia, especially considering the 
peculiar geopolitical circumstances and the potential for an armed conflict 
in Kosova (unlike in Bosnia) to expand beyond Yugoslavia’s borders. 

As a chairman of the Council for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Freedoms in Prishtina (KMDLNJ) in the early 1990s, Demaçi had 
continuously appreciated the advice from not only Backer but also 
Gjøtterud, who was an honorary member of the KMDLNJ. 149 It was of 
particular importance that Demaçi – who was considered the spiritual 
leader of the LPK and was regarded by many of his associates as self-
willed – especially appreciated the advice of Backer. Not only did Demaçi 
say this in his remarks on the day of Backer’s funeral, when he emphasized 
“her valuable advice”, he often repeated it privately, that for the freedom 
of Kosova that we enjoy today, Backer’s advice had been invaluable. It is 
significant that Backer had convinced Demaçi that if Kosova Albanians 
could not be freed through peaceful efforts or passive resistance, this 
would legitimize other forms of active resistance, and the international 
support for Kosova would not be lost. In other words, although Demaçi 
was not optimistic that Kosova would be liberated only through peaceful 
methods, he had been persuaded that these methods would have a 
legitimizing effect for other eventual methods for the liberation of Kosova, 
with the support of the international community. Therefore, he remained 
loyal to this political approach until the Dayton Conference.  

As an example, in an interview from 1992, Demaçi stated the 
following: “Peaceful resistance is a modern method, but I am afraid that 
Serbia is trying to pull us out of tact to ‘prove’ to the world that Albanians 
do not like solving problems by democratic means without violence. 
Nevertheless, thanks to the help of the Democratic League of Kosova 
(LDK), the people are keeping their calm, wisdom, peace and patience. 
As things are going further, time will require other forms of resistance, 
which I don’t know what will be, but the people will look for them in one 
moment and will find those forms. If the international community will 
support us energetically for the realization of our goals, then the sacrifices 
will be smaller (...)”. 150 

 
149 Research Magazine Apollon (1995) Kristoffer Gjøtterud: An open horizon: https://www.apollon. 
uio.no/portretter/1995/horisont.html 
150 Gashi 2010: 98 

https://www.apollon.uio.no/portretter/1995/horisont.html
https://www.apollon.uio.no/portretter/1995/horisont.html
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Fortunately, although Demaçi spent 28 years in Yugoslav prisons, he 
remained a sworn opponent of the politics of revenge and national hatred. 
Despite the great struggles and tension in the 1990s, he often used the 
description “our brothers, the Serbian people”, when he talked about 
Serbs in public appearances.151 Immediately after his release from prison 
on April 21, 1990, he declared that he would be on the side of all those 
who were in danger, no matter what this might cost: “I might go to prison. 
I could even die, not because I love Serbs and Montenegrins more, but 
because I love Albanians very much. I am against the idea of revenge, 
because I have plenty of scores to settle, but I don’t want to settle them. I 
want to turn my back on revenge”152.  

Demaçi believed the Serbian people were being manipulated by the 
authorities and that an entire group of people should not be identified with 
any political class in power: “For me, all people are good. There are no 
bad people. Those bad things that are being done to us today are being 
done by the Serbian authorities, who could do the same thing to their own 
people. So, we should make a distinction between the Serbian people and 
the class in power. Albanians shouldn’t muddle these up, even though I 
understand those who aren’t in a position to make the distinction, because 
the terror being exercised by the Serbian authorities has no equal in the 
recent history of mankind”.153  

He also praised Serbian intellectuals who were bold enough to find 
ways to articulate their opposition to Serbian authorities, among them 
Bogdan Bogdanović, Milan Nikolić, Zagorka Golubović, Srdjan Popović 
and Lazar Stojanović. Demaçi said, “For me, these are the true sons of 
the Serbian people”154. He added, “I don’t think that my people are an 
ideal people, a chosen people, who don’t do things that others do. 
Albanians haven’t done what Serbia is doing because they have never been 
in a position to do so. They have always been occupied, have always been 
oppressed”.155  

After meeting again with Demaçi in the United States in 1992, the 
Serbian dissident and intellectual Mihajlo Mihajlov – who was in the 

 
151 Ibid: 99 
152 Ibid: 101 
153 Ibid: 99-100 
154 Ibid:100 
155 Ibid: 100 
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Zabela Prison with Demaçi in Yugoslavia in the 1960s – wrote, “Today I 
met and hugged Adem Demaçi. In the American capital, he gave 
interviews to the most respected newspapers, talked to congressmen and 
senators, met with representatives of various foundations and associations 
for human rights. Everyone, of course, knew and emphasized that Demaçi 
was the writer of the first novel in the Albanian language in Yugoslavia, a 
recent winner of the prestigious Sakharov Prize awarded by the European 
Parliament, and a man who spent 28 years in prison. Say once – ‘Kosova’s 
Mandela’ (...). He did and is doing everything that he can to not let the 
struggle of Kosovars for political and civil equality be infected with hatred 
towards the Serbian people. And he, who was imprisoned for 28 years, 
can fight against international hatred. They wouldn’t trust anyone else like 
that (...)”. 156 

Demaçi was especially admired by Albanian political prisoners in 
Yugoslavia. It is estimated that approximately 80% of political prisoners 
in the former Yugoslavia were Albanians, who were subjected to severe 
torture, including murder. Hundreds of Albanian soldiers were also 
imprisoned, and many Albanian soldiers were killed in the Yugoslav army 
for so-called hostile activities against Yugoslavia. The official version of 
the Belgrade regime regarding these murders was that the Albanian 
soldiers committed suicide. Even before 1981, there were cases of murder 
of Albanian soldiers in the Yugoslav army, but after 1981 these cases 
increased in number. Albanian political prisoners were violated, 
traumatized and some were even killed, and their family members suffered 
from the crimes committed against their loved ones.  

In an interview on BK television in Belgrade in 1993, Demaçi stressed 
that, “As a man of peace I’m against war, but if Serbia threatened Kosova 
with war, it would lose”.157 Be aware, he said, because, “Albanians are 
not a cowardly people who do not know how to fight”.158  

Although the Kosova Albanians, in cooperation with the international 
community, sought for years to resolve the Kosova problem without war, 
they were rebuked by Milošević. As a result, the LPK home branch in 

 
156 Mihajlo Mihajlov – From Zabele to Washington (26th of  March 1992): Mihajlo Mihajlov-OD ZABELE 
DO VASINGTONA - drago boric - Blog.hr (dnevnik.hr) 
157 Gashi 2010: 111 
158 Ibid: 111-112 

https://blog.dnevnik.hr/boric/2007/07/1622955400/mihajlo-mihajlovod-zabele-do-vasingtona.html
https://blog.dnevnik.hr/boric/2007/07/1622955400/mihajlo-mihajlovod-zabele-do-vasingtona.html
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Kosova – namely, some of the LPK councils in Kosova – were gradually 
transformed into armed units. During this period, the emblematic leaders 
of the LPK home branch (in fact also some of the main founders of KLA) 
were Xhavit Haziri, Ahmet Haxhiu and Bejadin Hallaqi, who, along with 
several other activists, were arrested by the Serbian state security service, 
in 1993159. As the LPK - home branch, and especially its leadership, was 
constantly hit (with imprisonment, torture, and murder), the LPK - 
diaspora branch (within the Albanian political emigration) had the 
powers, in certain situations, to take over the overall political leadership 
of the organization. This transfer of competencies took place in 1993, 
because the Serbian security service (in the context of the arrests), had 
managed to arrest the central leadership of the LPK in Kosova. Some of 
the activists who escaped arrests in Kosova immigrated abroad, while 
others, already operated within the armed units, and because of their 
insistence, the LPK diaspora branch decided to start issuing military 
communiqués, and the first was released on November 17, 1994. Thus, 
the exact date of the naming or formal establishment of the KLA is 
considered to be the date of the first military communiqué, when the 
leadership of the LPK diaspora branch decided to call the military units 
led by the LPK, the KLA. In this period the LPK’s headship of the 
diaspora branch, was composed by Fazli Veliu, Muhamet Kelmendi, 
Emrush Xhemajli, Ali Ahmeti, Xhavit Haliti and Gafurr Elshani. 160 

After the non-inclusion of the Kosova issue in the Dayton Conference, 
the KLA’s armed operations escalated. In return, the KLA also suffered 
many blows, especially in 1997, when some of its main military 

 
159 Ramadan Avdiu, who was part of  the central leadership of  LPK-home branch, during and between 
the two general meetings of  LPK (1991 - 1993), gives special importance to the contribution of  three 
emblematic leaders of  LPK-home branch: Xhavit Haziri, Ahmet Haxhiu and Bejadin Hallaqi:  
Ramadan Avdiu: “Bejadin Hallaqi – a leader with high intellectual, political and patriotic qualities” (2016): 
https://pashtriku.org/ramadan-avdiu-behajdin-allaqi-udheheqes-me-kualitete-te-larta-intelektuale-
politike-e-atdhetare/  
Ramadan Avdiu: “Paper on the 30th anniversary of the Third General Meeting of the LPK” (2021): 
https://gazetalevizja.com/ramadan-avdiu-kumtese-ne-30-vjetorin-e-mbledhjes-se-trete-te-
pergjithshme-te-lprk-se/  
Ramadan Avdiu: “Ahmet Haxhiu, liaison of the generations of anti-occupation liberation resistance” (2021): 
https://gazetalevizja.com/ramadan-avdiu-ahmet-haxhiu-nderlidhes-i-brezave-te-qendreses-
antipushtuese-clirimtare/ 
160 Emrush Xhemajli (2002): People's Movement of  Kosova 1982-2002: http://lpk-kosova.com/ 
historiku.html 

http://lpk-kosova.com/historiku.html
http://lpk-kosova.com/historiku.html
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commanders – Zahir Pajaziti, Edmond Hoxha, Hakif Zejnullahu, Luan 
Haradinaj and Adrian Krasniqi – fell heroically. Prior to this, one of the 
primary leaders of one of the first armed units of the KLA, Qerim 
Kelmendi, was wounded in an action. In addition, the KLA coordinator 
in Kosova, Nait Hasani, was sentenced to 20 years in prison, the 
maximum penalty according to the Yugoslav penal code of that time.  

Meanwhile, the representatives of the LPK in Western countries 
intensified their efforts to convince the Albanian diaspora of the necessity 
to support the KLA. As a result, on November 9, 1997, the representatives 
of the LPK in Germany – Fehmi Lladrovci, Ibrahim Kelmendi and Sabri 
Kiçmari – held a public conference with other compatriots. At the end of 
November and the beginning of December 1997, two public statements 
were offered on behalf of the KLA inside the country and abroad, in 
accordance with Xhavit Haliti, head of the Sector of Special Importance 
of LPK and Central Staff of the KLA, since it was still doubted that the 
KLA existed. Specifically, on November 28, 1997, in Llausha, Drenica, 
three KLA military commanders – Rexhep Selimi, Muj Krasniqi and Daut 
Haradinaj – announced the existence of the KLA in the presence of 
hundreds of people during the funeral of the teacher, Halit Gecaj, who 
was killed by Serbian forces.  

On December 9, 1997, Nufri Lekaj – one of the close collaborators of 
the Sector of Special Importance of LPK and Central Staff of the KLA, 
and a political representative of the KLA in Scandinavia during the war 
in Kosova – publicly stated to the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation 
(NRK) that the KLA existed and that Albanians in the diaspora had begun 
mobilizing to support the KLA both financially and militarily. The 
intention was to shape the international media discourse, emphasizing 
that the KLA served as a last resort to take Kosova’s question onto the 
international agenda for resolution and act as a catalyst for Kosova’s 
liberation. Moreover, the statement aimed to encourage fellow Albanians 
in the diaspora to recognize the importance of supporting the KLA. This 
initial statement supporting the KLA made through a foreign state media 
was also broadcast in other Scandinavian media and beyond, including 
the Kosova Albanian media, and was titled “Scandinavian media about 
the existence and actions of the KLA”. At the end of 1997, Lekaj, along 
with his collaborators Fatmir Zymberaj, chairman of the Norwegian 
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branch of the LDK, and others, initiated the reconsolidation of the 
Albanian Association in Norway (AAN). At the same time, Lekaj served 
as the spokesperson for the AAN, which, as a unique case within the 
Albanian diaspora, successfully unified and included all political and 
cultural Albanian subjects in Norway. Irrespective of their political and 
religious beliefs, they had a common goal: providing logistical, political 
and diplomatic support to the KLA.  

Below (after two photos), are two facsimiles of Lekaj’s statement 
published in the two main Albanian newspapers, Bujku in Kosova and 
Rilindja in the Albanian diaspora. In the first photo are three 
representatives of the LPK in Germany, from the left, Fehmi Lladrovci, 
Sabri Kiçmari and Ibrahim Kelmendi, during the public conference in 
Köln, Germany, on November 9, 1997, at which they encouraged support 
for the KLA from other compatriots. In the second photo are three KLA 
military commanders, from the left, Muj Krasniqi, Rexhep Selimi and 
Daut Haradinaj, who announced the existence of the KLA in front of the 
audience in Llausha, Kosova, on November 28, 1997. 
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The appearance of the KLA was a new challenge for the international 

community regarding security in the Balkans. After the Dayton 
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Agreement, many Western diplomats had rehabilitated Milošević, and 
they regarded him as a constructive force in the region whose removal 
might lead to instability. This was despite the fact that the Kosova issue 
was not resolved within the framework of the Dayton Agreement, and the 
general socio-political situation of the Albanians in Kosova continued to 
be very difficult. The Dayton Accords were a peace agreement reached on 
November 21, 1995, by the presidents of Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia, 
ending the war in Bosnia and outlining a general framework agreement 
for peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

According to historian Noel Malcolm, “The ending of the war in 
Bosnia brought no end to the crisis in Kosovo. This fact alone was a blow 
to Rugova’s prestige: He had spent four years telling his people, in effect, 
that they must be patient until the international community imposed a 
final settlement on ex-Yugoslavia, in which their interests would also be 
respected. But that settlement, worked out by the Americans at Dayton, 
Ohio, in November 1995, left the Albanians of Kosovo exactly where they 
were. The only nod in Kosovo’s direction was an agreement by the UN 
Security Council that the ‘outer wall’ of sanctions against Serbia 
(involving such things as denial of access to the International Monetary 
Fund) would remain in place until Belgrade reformed its human rights 
record in Kosovo. Otherwise, the Dayton settlement had the general effect 
of strengthening Milošević’s rule in Serbia: Western diplomats made it 
clear that they were grateful to him for his ‘peace-making’ efforts, and that 
they regarded him as a constructive force in the region, whose removal 
might lead to ‘instability’ (...).  

“The basic policy pursued by Rugova and the LDK since 1990 has been 
a three-fold one: to prevent violent revolt; to ‘internationalize’ the 
problem, which means seeking various forms of international political 
involvement (ranging from diplomatic mediation to the setting up of a UN 
Trusteeship over Kosovo); and to deny systematically the legitimacy of 
Serbian rule, by boycotting elections and censuses and creating at least the 
outlines of the state apparatus of a Kosovo ‘Republic’. The first of these 
three aims has been successful to an extent that could hardly have been 
imagined by anyone who knew the warlike traditions of the Albanians and 
their long history of armed uprisings. The second has involved Rugova in 
innumerable visits to foreign capitals, but has achieved little beyond some 
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resolutions by bodies such as the United Nations or the European 
Parliament. Both the second and third policy aims are directed against the 
idea – which is still accepted in principle by all the major Western powers 
– that the status of Kosovo is just an internal question for Serbia. By setting 
up the institutions of a separate republic, the Albanians of Kosovo have 
engaged in a strategy of political ‘as if’. To behave as if Kosovo were not 
part of Serbia, might seem, in the short term, sheer make-believe; but if the 
strategy were persisted in for long enough, foreign governments might 
eventually feel obliged to admit that they were the ones who were 
engaging in fiction when they continued to treat Kosovo as a mere region 
of the Serbian state.  

“The question for the Albanians, therefore, was: How long was long 
enough, and how much suffering would they have to endure during that 
time? (…). Arbitrary arrest and police violence have become routine. 
Serbian law allows the arrest and summary imprisonment for up to two 
months of anyone who has committed a ‘verbal crime’, such as insulting 
the ‘patriotic feelings’ of Serbian citizens. It also permits a procedure 
known as ‘informative talks’, under which a person can be summoned to 
a police station and questioned for up to three days; in 1994, 15,000 people 
in Kosovo were questioned in this way, usually without being told the 
reason for the summons. Serbian law does not, of course, permit the 
beating up of people in police custody; but many graphic testimonies exist 
of severe beatings with truncheons, the application of electric shocks to 
the genitals, and so on. Also widely violated in Kosovo are the official 
rules for the lawful search of people’s houses: Homes are frequently raided 
without explanation, and goods and money confiscated (i.e. stolen) by the 
police. In 1994 alone, the Council for the Defence of Human Rights and 
Freedoms in Kosovo recorded 2,157 physical assaults by the police, 3,553 
raids on private dwellings and 2,963 arbitrary arrests”.161  

Within this political context, there was a tendency to neglect the 
existence of the KLA, and there were even speculations that the UDB 
could be behind the KLA or that the KLA was a terrorist organization, as 
propagandized by the Serbian regime to hinder international support for 
the KLA. These speculations had the effect of demotivating the support of 
the KLA amongst the Kosova Albanians in Kosova and the diaspora as 

 
161 Malcolm (1998): 363-365, 368-369 
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well as internationally. In fact, the KLA was the last hope and last resort 
of the Kosova Albanians to be freed from occupation and oppression by 
the Serbian state regimes ever since 1912. It was especially important that 
the KLA had full legitimacy, in the sense that the Kosova Albanians, in 
cooperation with the international community, had attempted for years to 
resolve the Kosova issue without war but were prevented from doing so 
by Milošević. Additionally, they could not endure the systematic violence 
of the Serbian regime in Kosova for decades, including arbitrary raids and 
the violence of Milošević’s police in Albanian families. 

Consequently, it was of particular importance that credible foreign 
organizations did not ignore the existence of the KLA and its self-defence 
liberation character. In this context, it is worth emphasizing the important 
role of the NHC, an advisory organization for the NMFA and influential 
within the IHF. Specifically, its secretary general Bjørn Engesland was 
precisely informed by visiting the fighting zone in Kosova during this 
period. He also explained to the Norwegian newspaper Dagsavisen that the 
possibility of the UDB being behind the KLA was small. According to 
Engesland, the odds were greater that the KLA was characterized by 
small, armed groups who wanted to protect their homes and families. In 
this regard, the Dagsavisen edition of February 1, 1998, reported, “(…) ‘The 
encounter at Lausha on the 26th of November last year indicates that a 
well-organized group is behind it, an organization that succeeded in 
stopping Serbian forces’, says general secretary of the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee, Bjørn Engesland, who was recently in the area. He continues 
with: ‘(…) I do not have documentation to say that the KLA exists, but 
the encounter at Lausha suggests that some organization on the Albanian 
side is behind it, and they succeeded in a military attack. (...) Whether it 
is the KLA that is behind these acts or there are small, independent armed 
groups that want to defend their homes and families (…)”. 

Engesland was the chairman of the NHC for 25 years, from 1995 to 
2020. In 1995–2002, he often risked his life with visits to Kosova and other 
areas of the former Yugoslavia, just to testify to the truth of the human 
rights situation and political developments in the former Yugoslavia.162 
Along with Gjøtterud, Backer and some other prominent examples, 

 
162 Norwegian Helsinki Committee (16th of  October, 2020): Bjørn Engesland – 25 years as general secretary: 
https://www.nhc.no/bjorn-engesland-25-ar-som-generalsekretaer/ 

https://www.nhc.no/bjorn-engesland-25-ar-som-generalsekretaer/
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Engesland is one of the prominent activists of the Helsinki Civil Process, 
also known as the international Helsinki Movement. In fact, he started his 
activity in the 1970s by demonstrating in front of the Soviet embassy for 
the release of Yuri Orlov and other political prisoners in the Soviet 
Union.163 Among others, he was honoured with an award commemorating 
his contribution to human rights defence in Russia. Lyudmila Alexeyeva, 
a historian, prominent human rights activist and one of the last Soviet 
dissidents active in post-Soviet Russia – who founded the Moscow 
Helsinki Group alongside Orlov and others in 1976 – said the following in 
a greeting statement to Engesland: “Your life is a brilliant example of 
serving a higher purpose and the rare conjunction of idealism with high 
professionalism. The members of the Moscow Helsinki Group have been 
unanimous in their will to award you with this symbolic sign of 
recognition of your outstanding input into the development of the human 
rights movement in Russia. I will always be grateful to you for being 
among the very first Westerners to express their solidarity with a tiny 
group of Moscow dissidents challenging the totalitarian Soviet system, as 
well as for being among the founding fathers of the international Helsinki 
Movement for human rights”.164 As a persona non grata unwelcome by 
Russian authorities because of his engagement in human rights, 
Engesland received the award at a conference on human rights in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, where he met with members of the Moscow Helsinki Group. 
He stated the following: “I am deeply humbled by this honour from the 
bravest and most hardworking human rights defenders in Europe. I share 
this award with all the Russian activists who sacrificed their lives, those 
who are still risking their lives against injustice and my fellow dedicated 
colleagues at the NHC”. 165 

The following is a facsimile of the above-quoted fragment from the 
Norwegian newspaper Dagsavisen, dated February 1, 1998: 
 
 
 

 
163 Norwegian Newspaper “Universitas” (5th of  May 2010): Interview with Bjørn Engesland: https://www. 
universitas.no/nyhet-studietid/sorgenfri/238243 
164 Norwegian Helsinki Committee (29th of  May 2018): Bjørn Engesland receives award: https://www. 
nhc.no/en/bjorn-engesland-receives-award/ 
165 Ibid 

https://www.universitas.no/nyhet-studietid/sorgenfri/238243
https://www.universitas.no/nyhet-studietid/sorgenfri/238243
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On March 5–7, 1998, Serb forces blockaded Adem Jashari’s family 

compound in the village of Prekaz, Kosova, and killed Jashari and 58 of 
his family and relatives, including women, children and the elderly. 
Jashari had been the emblematic military leader of the KLA. In reaction 
to this barbaric action by the Serbian forces, the AAN organized the first 
demonstration in the Albanian diaspora, in Oslo, to express deep 
indignation against the Milošević regime and support for the KLA. The 
organization of this demonstration and following protests in the capitals 
of Western countries, including Oslo and Washington, D.C., was 
important to inform the international community about what was 
happening in Kosova, since the Milošević regime sought to censor 
information about the killing of women, children and the elderly in 
Kosova, and attempted to characterize the KLA as a terrorist 
organization. The demonstrations in support of the KLA contributed to 
stronger military - political mobilization and legitimization for the KLA.  

Below are three photos. In the first photo is the memorial complex for 
Jashari’s family in Prekaz, which is often visited by numerous people from 
public life, whether Albanian or international. Many have left notes in the 
book of impressions. What is greatly remembered is this note by the 
Frenchman Bernard Kushner, who wrote, “If there was a Nobel Prize for 
freedom, it would surely go to the Jashari family”. In the second and third 
photos are the first demonstrations in the diaspora in support of the KLA, 
namely, in Norway and Germany, in March 1998: 
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On March 24, 1998, Serb forces surrounded the village of Gllogjan in 
Dukagjin (Kosova) and launched an attack on the Haradinaj family, who 
were already on alert for a possible assault and who, along with other 
comrades-in-arms, waged successful resistance that led to the repulsion of 
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Serbian forces. The resistance of the Jashari and Haradinaj families 
inspired other Albanians in Kosova and in the diaspora to mobilize more 
actively within the framework of the KLA. Nevertheless, the KLA was in 
a highly asymmetrical position, relative to the armed forces of the 
Milošević regime (resembling David against Goliath), and unfortunately, 
international political institutions continued to hold a dismissive and 
prejudiced attitude toward the KLA. Therefore, the consolidation of the 
KLA’s Diplomatic Group - comprised mainly of well-educated activists 
from prestigious Western universities who represented the KLA in nearly 
all Western countries - played a decisive role in the KLA’s initial 
diplomatic achievements. 

In this period, the LPK’s leadership was composed of Bedri Islami, 
Jashar Salihu, Bardhyl Mahmuti, Sejdi Gega, Agush Buja, Ibrahim 
Kelmendi and Ali Ahmeti.166 On August 13, 1998, the political statement 
No. 7 of the general staff of the KLA made the names of the political 
representatives of the KLA, public – Jakup Krasniqi, Bardhyl Mahmuti, 
Xhavit Haliti, Hashim Thaçi, Faton Mehmetaj and Sokol Bashota – and 
gave full confidence to Demaçi to take the leading role in this process.167 
On June 29, 1998, an important meeting took place between Mahmuti and 
Richard Holbrooke, at the Crans Montana International Forum in 
Switzerland 168. 

According to Mahmuti, “…The publication of the names of political 
representatives removed a number of dilemmas that arose either during 
press conferences with journalists from various international media, or in 
expanding contacts with diplomats from different countries. On the 
domestic level, the establishment of the KLA Office in Prishtina by the 
symbol of our national resistance, Adem Demaçi, marked the greatest 
result, because it offered a concrete opportunity to those who were 
interested in contacting KLA representatives in Kosova. While on the 
international level, it enabled us to create the KLA Diplomatic Group 

 
166 Exclusive interview of  Bardhyl Mahmuti for Epoka e Re – newspaper (December 14, 2023): Was 
there a “conspiracy” against the LPK?: A pati “komplot” kundër LPK-së? (14) – Epoka e Re 
167 Exclusive interview of  Bardhyl Mahmut for Epoka e Re - newspaper (December 23, 2023): Political 
Declaration number 7 opened the doors of  diplomacy: Deklarata Politike numër 7 i hapi dyert e diplomacisë 
(16) – Epoka e Re 
168 The meeting on June 29th, 1998 at the International Forum of  Crans-Montana, between the KLA 
spokesman abroad, Bardhyl Mahmuti, and the US special envoy for the Balkans, Richard Holbrooke: 
http://www.zemrashqiptare.net/news/19040/ina-interviste-me-bardhyl-mahmutin.html 

https://www.epokaere.com/a-pati-komplot-kunder-lpk-se/
https://www.epokaere.com/deklarata-politike-numer-7-i-hapi-dyert-e-diplomacise/?fbclid=IwAR3-M4GeHhZfDZZ9aW5sIYWr5B2_LyJzCDXpJHaVS6NtbL3jp4FEpfIKgu4_aem_AZCHzVFyTofUxHwbayo8J6EvMv5p0tx4zBoNh14faPvXu_VbE5erxgw3JMR3Dk_AwNc
https://www.epokaere.com/deklarata-politike-numer-7-i-hapi-dyert-e-diplomacise/?fbclid=IwAR3-M4GeHhZfDZZ9aW5sIYWr5B2_LyJzCDXpJHaVS6NtbL3jp4FEpfIKgu4_aem_AZCHzVFyTofUxHwbayo8J6EvMv5p0tx4zBoNh14faPvXu_VbE5erxgw3JMR3Dk_AwNc
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with representatives in the decision-making centres of the EU [the 
European Union] and the USA. 

“In order to be as efficient as possible for Switzerland, where the 
headquarters of the United Nations were located, Ramadan Avdiu, Jashar 
Salihu, Bilall Sherifi and Agush Buja were appointed. For Norway, which 
at that time led the OSCE, Nufri Lekaj was appointed. For Germany and 
Austria, Sabri Kiçmari, Rexhë Ibërdemaj and Mujë Rugova were 
appointed. For Denmark, Ibrahim Xhemajli; for Great Britain, Pleurat 
Sejdiu; and for the USA, Dino Hasanaj; while I also covered France and 
Belgium, due to my command of the French language. In the most critical 
moments when the Albanian people of Kosova were faced with the 
offensive of the Serbian armed forces that were implementing the genocide 
project, the publication of the political representatives of the KLA opened 
the doors for diplomatic meetings in the countries with the most weight in 
international relations.  

“In addition, the great interest of foreign journalists made it possible to 
hold hundreds of conferences with journalists in Prishtina, Geneva, Paris, 
Brussels, Bonn, Vienna, London, Copenhagen, Oslo, etc. As a result of a 
diverse political, diplomatic and media work, we managed to change the 
perception that was created of the KLA in the framework of international 
political institutions. In this context, on September 23, 1998, the United 
Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 1199, which marked a 
qualitative change in the attitude towards the KLA”. 169 

According to researcher Daniel Cservolgyi, “Following its 
reclassification, the KLA has become an indispensable player in the 
Kosovo peace process. The KLA’s involvement in the conflict-settlement 
talks, had already taken place during its reclassification process in June-
July 1998, after which the KLA was never linked to terrorism again in 
wide-ranging political statements. Later, in September 1998, all members 
of the UNSC signed Resolution No. 1199, which overwrote or overrode 
in many areas the March UNSCR No. 1160. The UNSCR 1199 did not 
include the KLA by name; only the condemnation of terrorist acts 
remained in this newer version of this Kosovo-related, UNSC’s collective 
attitude representer high-profile document. The condemnation of the 
KLA for terrorism would be in this document if UNCSR members had 

 
169 Ibid 
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assessed the highlight of the link as appropriate/proper - they still saw the 
KLA - terrorism link as appropriate/proper in March but not in 
September. After the reclassification process, the KLA was mentioned 
mostly by its name in the international community’s documents and 
statements, but there was no terrorism linked to the organization (…). The 
next major indicator of the KLA’s wide acceptance and status as 
legitimate belligerent came during the Rambouillet Peace Talks (…). 
Beyond the “diplomatic partner” status, the KLA also became a military 
partner/ally of the NATO in the spring of 1999 (…)”.170  

Four of the political representatives of the KLA, mentioned above, 
were close friends and collaborators of Backer: Demaçi, Haliti, Kelmendi 
and Lekaj. In addition to concrete help for the UÇK in the field, Lekaj 
also served as a representative of the KLA in Scandinavia, with an office 
in Oslo. This is reflective of the influence of Norway in international 
relations, and especially the leadership of the OSCE in this period, headed 
by the Norwegian Foreign Minister Knut Vollebæk.  

In the following, there are eight photos as an example of KLA 
representatives, namely the members of the KLA - Diplomatic Group, 
during their political–diplomatic activities in conferences, interviews and 
television debates about Kosova. The first photo depicts Bardhyl Mahmuti 
and British Foreign Minister Robin Cook at a press conference. In the 
second photo, Jashar Salihu engages in an interview for the Cable News 
Network (CNN) and Time magazine. The third photo depicts Sabri 
Kiçmari on ZDF television, while the fourth photo presents Nufri Lekaj 
at one of the televised debates in Norway in which former Norwegian 
Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg, currently secretary general of NATO, 
also participated. In the fifth photo, Dino Asanaj is interviewed by 
American journalists, and in the sixth, seventh and eighth photos are 
Ramadan Avdiu, Rexhë Ibërdemaj and Pleurat Sejdiu, respectively:171  

 
170 Daniel Cservolgyi (2002): The role and ramifications of  the Kosovo Liberation Army’s reclassification in the 
peace process of  Kosovo, p. 45, 46, 47: AD1173258.pdf  (dtic.mil) 
171 In addition to the above-mentioned, the KLA representatives, namely the members of  the KLA - 
Diplomatic Group headed by political scientist Bardhyl Mahmuti, were also Bilall Sherifi, Agush Buja, 
Muj Rugova, Xhevat Bislimi, Ibrahim Xhemajli, Visar Reka and Naim Sadiku. In this context, several 
notable figures from the Albanian political emigration also made significant contributions, including 
Ismail Kadare, Muhamedin Kullashi, Daut Dauti, Shinasi Rama, Shefki Mexhuani, Rrustem Ibraj, 
Bruno Ceka, Reshat Sahitaj, Sadik Tolaj, among others. 

https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/pdfs/AD1173258.pdf
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     At the insistence of Xhavit Haliti and others, Adem Demaçi assumed 
responsibility and was appointed General Political Representative of the 
KLA, based in the KLA office in Prishtina. He was supported by KLA 
Secretary Albin Kurti, as well as Skender Kastrati, Shasivar Makolli, 
Blerim Reka, and Mahmut Bakalli. 172 This appointment played an 
important role for the even greater mobilization of the KLA on a national 
level, and it had a similar effect on the international scene, as the KLA 
war began to be identified directly with the sacrifice of Demaçi, an 
internationally recognized personality known the “Mandela of the 
Albanians”. 

In the following two photos, Demaçi, in his capacity as the general 
political representative of the KLA, visits the KLA soldiers in the field in 
1998, together with Kurti: 

 

 
172 Newspaper - Demokracia (April 1, 2022) :  These were the 60 assistants of Adem Demaçi in the KLA 
Office in Pristina : https://demokracia.com/emrat-keta-ishin-60-punetoret-e-adem-demacit-ne-
zyren-e-uck-se-ne-prishtine/ 

https://demokracia.com/emrat-keta-ishin-60-punetoret-e-adem-demacit-ne-zyren-e-uck-se-ne-prishtine/
https://demokracia.com/emrat-keta-ishin-60-punetoret-e-adem-demacit-ne-zyren-e-uck-se-ne-prishtine/
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    Previously, on June 24, 1998, a meeting took place in Junik, Kosova, 
between several soldiers of the Kosova Liberation Army (KLA), led by 
Hajdin Abazi, and the U.S. Special Envoy for the Balkans, Richard 
Holbrooke. The event attracted considerable international media 
attention. On the same day, among other outlets, the Associated Press 
reported on the meeting in an article titled “Holbrooke Meets With 
Kosovo Rebels,” describing the encounter as a significant and unusual 
diplomatic move. The report noted that Holbrooke’s direct engagement 
with KLA fighters in Junik was widely perceived as bringing the 
organization into the sphere of international diplomatic recognition.173 
    Below is a photograph of Richard Holbrooke and Hajdin Abazi taken 
during that meeting:  
 

       

 
173 Associated Press, “Holbrooke Meets With Kosovo Rebels,” June 24, 1998, AP News Archive. 
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Norway’s important and constructive role in the framework of the 
Helsinki Process and international relations in general was strengthened 
even more after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. The 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, as the starting point 
for the Helsinki Process, was renamed in 1995 as the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). In the same year, the 
member states of the OSCE signed the so-called Pact on Stability in 
Europe. Their aim was to create a peaceful resolution of all disputes 
related to the issues of borders and national minorities. In this context, for 
its peacekeeping operations, the OSCE could request military support 
from NATO or the EU.174 

Norway became a strong contributor to efforts to prevent the war in 
Kosova from escalating into a regional war, and towards achieving peace 
in Kosova during its chairmanship of the OSCE in 1998–1999. Among 
other factors, the OSCE was important in the mediation of the ceasefire 
between the KLA and the Serbian forces, especially regarding the 
monitoring of war crimes. One of the massacres – the Racak massacre in 
the village of Racak, Kosova, in which dozens of Albanian civilians were 
killed – received the attention of the world because it was directly reported 
by the OSCE monitors led by William Walker, the head of the Kosova 
Verification Mission. This was a peacekeeping mission mounted by the 
OSCE in an attempt to halt the ongoing violence in Kosova by verifying 
compliance on the part of Yugoslav forces with UN resolutions.175 Walker 
described what he saw as “the saddest event in my life” when he visited 
the village with many media representatives a day after the massacre: 
“From what I have seen, it is obvious that we are faced with a massacre 
and a crime against humanity”.176 The Racak massacre, which occurred 
on January 15, 1999, is considered a turning point in NATO’s intervention 
in Kosova.177 

 
174 Norwegian Encyclopedia; OSCE (2024): https://snl.no/OSSE 
175 ReliefWeb (20th of  October 1998); OSCE deploys Kosovo Verification Mission: https://reliefweb.int/ 
report/serbia/osce-deploys-kosovo-verification-mission 
176 Anadolu Agency (15th of  January 2024); Kosovo remembers 45 victims of  1999 Racak Massacre: 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/kosovo-remembers-45-victims-of-1999-racak-
massacre/3109519# 
177 Ibid 

https://snl.no/OSSE
https://reliefweb.int/report/serbia/osce-deploys-kosovo-verification-mission
https://reliefweb.int/report/serbia/osce-deploys-kosovo-verification-mission
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/kosovo-remembers-45-victims-of-1999-racak-massacre/3109519
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/kosovo-remembers-45-victims-of-1999-racak-massacre/3109519
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In one of the parliamentary sessions, Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Knut Vollebæk, an experienced diplomat and peacemaker, who also 
chaired the OSCE, expressed the following: “When it comes to Kosovo, 
it is important that we also take part through our OSCE chairmanship. 
We see that the OSCE can play a role, and we will also take advantage of 
the opportunity to create peace and stability in Europe”.178 Norwegian 
Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik, in one of the sessions on October 
15, 1998, stated, “President Milošević clearly understands only one 
language, namely, power. Therefore, it became necessary for NATO to 
adopt an activation order – with a deadline – for a possible military 
action”.179 Moreover, other influential politicians spoke during the 
parliamentary sessions to express their determination and commitment to 
stop the violence of the Milošević regime against the Albanians in Kosova. 
For example, on October 27, 1998, Erik Solheim declared that NATO’s 
intervention is a necessary action: “In my opinion, the situation in Kosovo 
is now of such a nature that emergency law must come before international 
law”.180 The politician Jens Stoltenberg specified that “peace in Europe 
depended on peace in the Balkans, and … this had to be an important 
motivating factor for the international community to create lasting peace 
in the area”.181 Furthermore, politician Håkon Blankenborg underlined 
that stopping the violence against the Albanian population in Kosovo 
should have more priority than the aspect of not violating the principle of 
sovereignty; he added that “the problem is not this [violation of 
international law]. The problem is that there is abuse within a state that 
the international community cannot accept. The assault is not an internal 
matter”.182  

In general, the pro-NATO intervention debate in the Norwegian 
Parliament was based mainly on values in line with Fridtjof Nansen’s 
humanitarian tradition in Norwegian foreign policy, focusing on arguments 
and efforts to defend human rights and create lasting peace in the area. 
Nevertheless, other Norwegian politicians focused more on realpolitik 
arguments for NATO’s pro-intervention. For example, politician Jan 

 
178 Helseth 2007: 69 
179 Ibid: 59 
180 Ibid: 70 – 71 
181 Ibid: 56 
182 Bruun – Lie 2004: 85 
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Petersen argued that Norway should support and participate in the NATO 
intervention, because “firstly, a good relationship with our allies in NATO 
would then be preserved, and in the next step this would serve Norwegian 
security policy interests”.183 In other words, the largest parties and the 
majority of representatives in the Norwegian Parliament, who had 
participated in the debates during the parliamentary sessions, had 
expressed support for NATO’s intervention and the Norwegian participation 
in this operation to stop the violence of the Milošević regime in Kosova. 
In fact, the decision was made almost unanimously; only two members of 
the Norwegian Parliament voted against Norway’s participation in this 
NATO operation.184 

The positive relations between Norway and the United States became 
even better during the period in which Kjell Magne Bondevik was prime 
minister. In fact, when U.S. President Bill Clinton paid an official visit to 
Norway in 1999, it was the first time a sitting U.S. president had visited 
the country. Bondevik intensified contact with the White House and had 
several conversations with top American leaders during his several trips to 
the United States. In the statement for press No. 108/99 published by the 
Prime Minister’s Office, under the title “Prime Minister Kjell Magne 
Bondevik visiting the U.S. for talks with President Bill Clinton”, it is clear 
that the situation in the Balkans was the priority in these talks, as Bondevik 
said the following in this statement: “I am looking forward to the visit to 
Washington. It will help to strengthen the close and good relations that 
prevail between Norway and the USA, both bilaterally, through our 
alliance community in NATO, and through our cooperation in other 
multilateral organizations. Security policy issues, the follow-up to the 
NATO summit, the situation in the Balkans, the relationship with Russia 
and the Nordic areas will be among the central topics during the talks with 
President Clinton”.185 
 

 
183 Helseth 2007: 51 
184 Ibid: 62, 86 
185 Regjeringen.no, Press release; Nr. 108/99: Prime minister Kjell Magne Bondevik visits USA for talks with 
President Bill Clinton. https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumentarkiv/Regjeringen-Bondevik-I/smk/ 
Nyheter-og-pressemeldinger/1999/statsminister_kjell_magne_bondevik-3/id241813/ 

https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumentarkiv/Regjeringen-Bondevik-I/smk/Nyheter-og-pressemeldinger/1999/statsminister_kjell_magne_bondevik-3/id241813/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumentarkiv/Regjeringen-Bondevik-I/smk/Nyheter-og-pressemeldinger/1999/statsminister_kjell_magne_bondevik-3/id241813/
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   During the war in Kosova, the AAN initiated the placement of the 
NorHosp Military Field Hospital from Norway in the Albania–Kosova 
border area, in Kruma. This was in cooperation with the medical staff of 
the well-known Norwegian humanitarian organization, the Norwegian 
Aid Committee (NORWAC), and a sponsorship by the NMFA. 
Specifically, the AAN sector for health in Kosova186 and the chairman of 
NORWAC, Professor Dr Erik Fosse, had applied for the funding from the 
NMFA.187 

Fosse headed the group of surgeons in this hospital, accompanied by the 
anaesthesiologist, Professor Dr Petter Andres Steen, and the operating 
room nurse, Kjersti Fiveland. The coordinator of the team of doctors was 
pathologist Kristin Refsdal, 188 who moved around with the help of a 
wheelchair. NORWAC had only one employee, and the others were 
idealists who mostly worked in the Norwegian health services.189 These 
Norwegians and their colleagues of the medical staff within NorHosp 
remained silent without seeking glory and meritocracy, but as true 
humanists, they helped Kosova greatly. Kristin Refsdal’s brother, 
journalist Pål Refsdal, had entered Kosova as a war journalist in 
cooperation with the AAN, and was injured while doing so. 

The lives of many civilians and KLA soldiers were saved at this military 
field hospital. This hospital had a double importance for the KLA soldiers, 
since they feared serious injury or death as a direct result of the wrong 
medical treatment or the lack of treatment. Consequently, this Norwegian 
hospital provided KLA soldiers with both security and proper 
treatment.190 The general coordinator of this hospital was the AAN, and 
representatives of the AAN were always present there. It is worth noting 
that Norway was the only Western country that helped Kosova in this 
way. Fosse was quoted for a story that appeared in the newspaper of the 
University of Oslo, Uniforum: ‘Norway is the only country that has 
accepted the plea from the Kosovo Albanians representatives in-exile for 

 
186 The sector of  the Albanian Association in Norway, for health in Kosova, was led by Kristin Refsdal, 
Ismailhaki Ahmedi and Remzi Idrizi - Ziki.  
187 Kjell Arne Bakke (10th of  June 1999) NORWAC: Our contribution when the war rages:  
https://www.dagensmedisin.no/norwac-vart-bidrag-nar-krigen-raser/230511 
188 Ibid  
189 Ibid 
190 Ibid 

https://www.dagensmedisin.no/norwac-vart-bidrag-nar-krigen-raser/230511
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help to build a field hospital’. Together with the Norwegian Albanian 
Association and the Health Association for Kosovo, NORWAC applied 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the funds on the project in Kruma. 
Fosse sees nothing problematic in an aid organization choosing a side in 
a conflict, as NORWAC has done in favour of the Kosovo Albanians and 
the KLA guerrillas; quite the opposite. ‘If Norwegians experienced war in 
Norway and had to flee to Sweden, we would take it seriously if aid 
organizations from Pakistan, Turkey or Afghanistan set up refugee camps 
and aid receptions without asking us what we needed. They should rather 
make contact with political representatives and draw up a plan together’, 
[Fosse said]. He is of the opinion that it is contrived and can also be 
downright dangerous to try to be impartial when working in war zones. 
‘We work with the Kosovo Albanian refugees and have already donated 
the hospital to them. The soldiers in the KLA primarily consist of refugees, 
and we gained a lot of trust in those with whom we have collaborated. In 
order to not be paralyzed by action, we had to choose a side. The Kosovo 
Albanians have been subjected to harassment for a long time, which has 
only peaked with the deportation and the war in recent months. They have 
experienced being segregated from the Serbs at school, and they have 
experienced being banned from universities. When Norway becomes 
biased in a conflict and goes to war, one must be able to choose a side and 
work with the local authorities’, believes Fosse (...)”.191 The following is a 
facsimile of the full interview:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
191 Marit Schulstok (17th of  June 1999): With a scalpel in the war zone: https://www.uniforum. 
uio.no/nyheter/1999/uniforum10-99/08.html 

https://www.uniforum.uio.no/nyheter/1999/uniforum10-99/08.html
https://www.uniforum.uio.no/nyheter/1999/uniforum10-99/08.html
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In the following photo, from right to left, Nufri Lekaj, Esat Kadrijaj, 
and Isa Thaqi are pictured supporting the KLA in the field. They assisted 
on behalf of the General Council of the Albanian Association in Norway, 
to help establish a field hospital from Norway to the Albania–Kosova 
border area:  

                                 
 

The following is a facsimile for one of the examples regarding the 
appearance in the Norwegian print media by the representative of the 
KLA for Scandinavia. This is from the newspaper Stavanger Aftenblad, in 
which it was said, “(…) The news that the KLA has been broken by 
Serbian forces and that it suffers from a lack of equipment has not affected 
motivating people. KLA is not broken. On the contrary, it regained its 
positions and counterattacked in certain areas. Sayings that the KLA is 
weak have only strengthened the morale of the war’, says Nufri Lekaj, 
KLA representative for Scandinavia and spokesperson of the Albanian 
Association in Norway (…). The general mobilization from the KLA in 
Kosovo came a couple of weeks ago. It states that all men between the 
ages of 18 and 50 must register for service for the guerrilla movement, 
which is fighting for an independent Kosovo (…). Everyone who leaves 
from here thus travels voluntarily and based on their own assessments. Of 
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course, we have great respect for those who do this, but no one is exposed 
to social pressure (…). According to Norwegian law, it is also not 
permitted to enlist for military service in another country; we thus do not 
recruit anyone either. There is no campaign here. Those who travel are 
individuals who feel bound by what is happening in their home country’, 
says Nufri Lekaj, KLA representative in Scandinavia”. 
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The political leadership of the KLA was heavily challenged by the 
agreement proposed at the Rambouillet Conference (1999), because it 
could not accept a solution for Kosova within Serbia. At the outset, this 
document guaranteed the de facto sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia – de facto Serbia over Kosova – and 
planned for Kosova even lesser autonomy compared to what it had 
enjoyed under the 1974 Constitution. However, the KLA leadership, 
including its general political representative, Demaçi, was willing to 
compromise, but only for an open solution to a clear political perspective 
for Kosova. This was recorded by Shkëlzen Gashi, in his biography of 
Demaçi, where he wrote, “At the end of November 1998, Demaçi warned 
that any kind of attempt to keep Kosova as a Serbian or Yugoslav colony 
is completely unacceptable. But he acknowledges that the KLA can make 
a compromise: that Kosova becomes a republic, within the Yugoslav 
residuum – along with Serbia and Montenegro – but with a U.S. and EU 
guarantee that, after a three-year deadline expires, it should enjoy the right 
to self-determination”.192  

Following the insistence of the international community, the platform 
presented for the negotiation of the provisional status of Kosova was 
initially accepted by the LDK, led by Rugova, and then by some of the 
KLA representatives led by Hashim Thaçi, who was director of the 
political directory of the KLA, namely, director of the political part of the 
general staff of the KLA, not as a general political representative of the 
KLA. Meanwhile, the general political representative of the KLA, 
Demaçi, rejected the negotiating platform. However, this rejection 
attitude indirectly affected the strengthening of the negotiating position of 
Kosova’s Albanian delegation at the Conference of Rambouillet headed 
by Hashim Thaçi. Moreover, in her book, Madam Secretary: A Memoir, 
U.S. Secretary of state Madeleine Albright wrote inter alia that Demaçi 
“was among those pressuring Thaçi to take the hardest possible line”.193  

In this course, after it was promised that the Rambouillet Agreement 
would be based on the people’s will – although the expression “people’s 

 
192 Gashi 2010: 150 
193 Albright 2003: 404 
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will” was not materialized),194 – Kosova’s Albanian delegation, led by 
Hashim Thaçi, accepted the proposal for the Rambouillet Agreement and 
signed it on March 18, 1999, in Paris, France. All of this, along with the 
rejection of this agreement by Milošević, led to the NATO air bombing 
and final liberation of Kosova.  

The following photograph shows the leadership of the Kosova 
delegation at Rambouillet signing the Rambouillet Agreement. Hashim 
Thaçi is second from the right, Ibrahim Rugova second from the left, 
Rexhep Qosja first from the right, and Veton Surroi first from the left, who 
also served as the spokesperson of the Kosova Albanian delegation at 
Rambouillet. 

 

 
 

Balkanologist Svein Mønnesland posited that Milošević rejected the 
Rambouillet Agreement because he did not accept what was foreseen in 
the agreement regarding the stationing of peacekeeping troops led by 
NATO, and that this agreement foresaw a referendum for Kosova after 
three years.195 These two main reasons for Milošević’s rejection of the 
Rambouillet Agreement were recently confirmed by Vuk Drasković, a 
writer and former Serbian politician, during an interview for Kosova TV 
(June 5, 2023). Drasković added another important reason: “Personally, I 
think that Milošević rejected the agreement also because of some personal 
reasons. Until the war in Kosovo and before the NATO bombings, 

 
194 Rambouillet Accords: Interim Agreement for Peace and Selv-Government in Kosovo 1999, p. 85: 
https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/peacemaker.un.org/files/990123_RambouilletAccord.pdf 
195 Mønnesland 2006: 359 

https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/peacemaker.un.org/files/990123_RambouilletAccord.pdf
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Milošević was known in the world as an aggressor, as a man who was 
behind all the crimes and aggressions in Bosnia and Croatia. Now, he 
suddenly wanted to be in the victim’s position, and for the world to 
recognize him as someone who was the victim of the aggression of the 
greatest military force in the history of mankind. I don’t know, maybe that 
was some kind of satisfaction for him”.196  

It is crucial to emphasize that the Albanians’ quest for the liberation of 
Kosova beginning in 1912, including the Peace Movement struggle during 
the 1990s, culminated with the legitimate war of the KLA. Since 1912, all 
Serbian regimes, especially the Milošević regime, had refused to find a 
solution to the Kosova issue. The KLA managed to impose the Kosova 
issue on the international agenda, and the sacrifice of heroes, martyrs and 
victims of war served as the catalyst for the liberation of Kosova. This 
included the support of the Albanian state and the crucial role of the 
NATO military air intervention, led by the United States, Great Britain, 
Norway, Germany and the rest of the NATO member states, to which the 
Albanians are eternally grateful.  

Firstly, NATO’s intervention was legitimate, because the conflict in 
Kosova represented a significant threat to stability and security in NATO’s 
core area, not only the Balkans, but in the entire region. That is to say that 
the crisis in Kosova was a security threat also to the NATO member states; 
therefore, NATO contributed not only to warding off a major security 
threat but also to better consolidating and expanding itself in the Balkans. 
Secondly, in the case of Kosova, NATO’s intervention was prompted by 
the pressure from the media, NGOs and the Albanian diaspora on states 
and organizations (NATO, UN, etc.) to do something. Thirdly, NATO’s 
intervention also had the necessary international law anchoring in the 
provisions of the UN Charter on the maintenance of international peace 
and security and in the Security Council’s relevant resolutions on Kosova. 
In other words, the UN Security Council addressed the crisis in Kosova 
in accordance with Chapter VII of the UN Charter involving threats to 
international peace and security which may authorize the use of force. 
Thus, there was no need for an explicit resolution or authorization from 
the UN Security Council.  

 
196 Interview of  Vuk Drašković on Kosova TV (5th of  June, 2023) https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s
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Fourthly, and importantly, was the humanitarian aspect. This was the 
first time NATO had attacked a sovereign state with justification in the 
concept of humanitarian intervention. Both the security and the 
humanitarian aspects should be seen as a continuation of the Helsinki 
Process after the end of the Cold War. This is seen through the strong 
consolidation of European security and peace policies through NATO, 
with the principle of human rights prioritized above the principle of non-
intervention in states in cases where state regimes violate basic human 
rights against their own citizens and create a serious humanitarian crisis. 
In relation to this humanitarian aspect, it is worth quoting one of the most 
important human rights activists in the framework of the Helsinki Process, 
Václav Havel, from his interview for the French newspaper Le Monde on 
April 29, 1999: “I believe that during the intervention of NATO in Kosovo 
there is an element nobody can question: the air attacks, the bombs, are 
not caused by a material interest. Their character is exclusively 
humanitarian: What is at stake here are the principles, human rights which 
have priority above state sovereignty. This makes it legitimate to attack 
the Yugoslav Federation, although without the United Nations 
mandate”.197 Therefore, the liberation and freedom of Kosova should also 
be seen as a victory for the human rights principle of the Helsinki 
Declaration (1975) in the framework and continuation of the Helsinki 
Process. 

In relation to the importance of NATO’s intervention, it is also worth 
mentioning a statement by the Serbian intellectual and humanist Srđa 
Popović, who had continuously criticized the Serbian regime for 
exercising violence against the Albanians in Kosova. Even in 1988, 
Popović sought to help the U.S. Helsinki Watch delegation during its trip 
to observe the human rights situation in Yugoslavia, including Kosova.198 
In an interview published in the Croatian newspaper Feral Tribune, on 
April 19, 1999, during the NATO air campaign, Popović stated, “I am a 
pacifist and against any kind of violence. Even so, I think that it was 
necessary to intervene. Indeed, it came very late. I have said publicly that 

 
197 Interview of  Vaclav Havel for the French newspaper “Le Monde” (April 29th, 1999): Moi aussi je me 
sens albanais: https://www.lemonde.fr/archives/article/1999/04/29/moi-aussi-je-me-sens-albanais_ 
3554258_1819218.html, see also Libquotes: Václav Havel Quote; https://libquotes.com/václav-
havel/quote/lbz0b6j 
198 A Helsinki Watch Report (1989): As the Federation Disintegrates: Human Rights in Yugoslavia, p. i 

https://www.lemonde.fr/archives/article/1999/04/29/moi-aussi-je-me-sens-albanais_3554258_1819218.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/archives/article/1999/04/29/moi-aussi-je-me-sens-albanais_3554258_1819218.html
https://libquotes.com/v%C3%A1clav-havel/quote/lbz0b6j
https://libquotes.com/v%C3%A1clav-havel/quote/lbz0b6j
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it was necessary after Vukovar, or at the latest, when the aggression began 
against Bosnia–Hercegovina. It became clear that there was no other way 
to stop Milošević. If this had happened, many victims would have been 
spared, and the intervention would have helped the Serb population, too. 
That is to say, they would not have perpetrated so many crimes, which 
have given the Serb nation such a bad name. The Serb people need a 
military defeat for psychological reasons, too, in order to understand the 
degree to which the whole policy was mistaken. It seemed as if the entire 
people had taken the wrong direction at a crossroads and was plunging 
deeper and deeper into disaster”. 199 

The following is a facsimile of quoted part of Havel’s interview, titled 
“Moi aussi je me sens albanais” (“I also feel Albanian”). Havel considered 
that, in accordance with the principle derived from the human solidarity 
that transcends the borders of states and regions, what the regime of 
Milosević was doing to the Albanians felt the same as if it was being done 
to him. Therefore, he said, “I also feel Albanian!”.  

 

 
 
    Jürgen Habermas, widely regarded as one of the most influential 
philosophers of the twentieth century, wrote the following in 1999 
regarding the NATO air intervention in Kosova in his article “Bestiality 
and Humanity: A War on the Border between Law and Morality” 
(Bestialität und Humanität: Ein Krieg an der Grenze zwischen Recht und 
Moral):  “The pacifist opponents highlight the moral difference between 

 
199 Shkëlzen Gashi (2024) The Other Serbia 3, Publisher: Admovere: Excerpts from the interview of 
Srđa Popović realized by Darko Vukorepa, published in ‘Feral tribune’, on April 19th, 1999, Split: 
https://admovere.org/wpcontent/uploads/2024/03/Serbia-Tjeter-3.pd 

https://admovere.org/wpcontent/uploads/2024/03/Serbia-Tjeter-3.pd
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acting and non-acting, and point to the suffering of the civil victims, who 
have to pay the price of military force, even if it is executed with surgical 
precision. Their appeal, however, is not directed against the good 
conscience of hard-bitten realists proclaiming raison dtat, but against the 
legal pacifism of the red-green government. In line with the old 
democracies, who are influenced much more than we are by a rational 
natural law tradition, foreign secretary Fischer and defence secretary 
Scharping are relying on the idea of a domestication by means of human 
rights of state of nature between states. This move puts onto the agenda 
the transformation of international law into a law for world citizens. Legal 
pacifism wants not just to restrict the latent state of war between sovereign 
states by means of international law, but also to replace it with a 
cosmopolitan order based on law. From Kant to Kelsen this tradition also 
existed in Germany. Today, however, it is for the first time being taken 
seriously by a German government. Direct membership in an association 
of world citizens would protect any state citizen against the arbitrary 
actions of their own governments.....Under the premise of human rights 
policy, this intervention is now to be seen as an armed peace-creating 
mission, which is authorised by the association of nations (admittedly 
without a UN mandate). According to this Western interpretation the 
Kosovo war could turn into a leap from the classical conception of 
international law for sovereign states towards the cosmopolitan law of a 
world civil society....Even before the allied air strikes started 300000 
people were subject to murder, terror and expulsion. In the meantime the 
horrific pictures of refugee movements en route to Macedonia, 
Montenegro and Albania provide the evidence of an ethnic cleansing 
campaign that was minutely planned beforehand. The fact that refugees 
are also being kept as hostages does not make the situation any better. 
Even though Milosevic uses the NATO air campaign to force his wretched 
policy to its logical conclusion, the depressing images from refugee camps 
make the true causal connection clear. It was precisely the aim of the talks 
and negotiations to end this murderous ethno-nationalism.”200 

 
200 Jürgen Habermas, “Bestiality and Humanity: A War on the Border between Legality and 
Morality,” English translation of “Bestialität und Humanität: Ein Krieg an der Grenze zwischen 
Recht und Moral,” originally published in Die Zeit, 29 April 1999. Available 
at: https://dhspriory.org/kenny/PhilTexts/Habermas/Kosovo.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com 
 

https://dhspriory.org/kenny/PhilTexts/Habermas/Kosovo.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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    In 1999, the provisional government in Kosova appointed Nufri Lekaj 
as the first diplomatic representative of Kosova in Norway. Prior to this,  
after indicating that Kosova’s question was not included for resolution 
within the Dayton Conference, Lekaj strengthened his cooperation as one 
of the close collaborators of the Sector of Special Importance of the LPK, 
which turned into the Central Staff of the KLA on November 17th, 1994. 
During the war in Kosova, he was the KLA representative for 
Scandinavia.201 Since 1987, Lekaj, acting as the spokesperson for the 
Albanian community in Norway, had publicly distanced himself from any 
sporadic illegal actions committed by members of the Albanian 
community in Norway, whenever such actions were reported in the 
Norwegian media. He insisted that the Albanian community in Norway 
should distance themselves from these illegal actions and that this should 
not tarnish the overall image of the community or Albanians in general. 
Furthermore, on several occasions, Lekaj emphasized the enduring 
gratitude of the Albanian community in Norway for the support provided 
by the Norwegian state to Albanian refugees before and during the Kosova 
War. He expressed appreciation for the continued support and assistance 
to Kosova from the Norwegian state and added that the amicable relations 
between Kosova and Norway would persist as a long-lasting bond.202  

In addition to considerable diplomatic and media activity, the 
representation office of Kosova in Norway made an important 
contribution in 1999–2000 to help the newly liberated Kosova with liaison 
efforts and various projects. In June 1999, in the framework of the activity 
of the representation office of Kosova in Norway, it is worth noting that 
Lekaj and his associates organized the passage and accompanied the 
journalist and film director Maria Fuglevaag Warsinska-Varsi to Kosova, 
to make a documentary film and to gather facts related to the crimes of 
Milošević’s neo-fascist regime during the war in Kosova. At the same 
time, they initiated the Kosova Commission for Missing people and 
evidence of War Crimes, with the new ad hoc Kosova government.  

 
201 An interview of  Nufri Lekaj based on documents about his activity in Kosova from 1978 and in 
the framework of  Albanian political emigration in the period 1987 – 2008 (2014): p. 91: 
https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-
Kosoves-LPK 
202 Ibid: 107-108, 249 

https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-Kosoves-LPK
https://www.scribd.com/document/557546433/Politika-Nordike-dhe-Levizja-Popullore-e-Kosoves-LPK
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Warsinska-Varsi has earlier been recognized with many international 
awards for her work as a film director and journalist203. She played a 
decisive role from June 1999 to the end of 2003 in shedding light on the 
crimes committed by the Milošević regime in Kosova, having the 
responsibility to document the major war crimes committed for the 
Kosova Commission with Kosova lawyers and forensic experts. First, she 
documented two years with the Kosova commission on war crimes. Later 
she continued the important work with The Family Association of 
Missing people, when the commission was not allowed to work anymore 
by the UN. She played a key role in helping to create the family 
associations, through her contacts in Bosnia with the Srebrenica women 
and the ICMP, who then started to fund and facilitate the work of the 
association.  

During the first year, she was coordinating expert cooperation in 
Kosova with the Bosnian commission of missing people and the Bosnian 
commission of war crimes. During the Balkan wars, an international team 
of expertise had been created, helping the local organizations. They 
provided expertise in the field and offered documentation programs to 
gather evidence. With the help of Nufri Lekaj and his team, she also 
coordinated the cooperation with the Albanian forensic team to join the 
work on the mass graves. With the Kosova forensic team, she uncovered 
multiple mass graves throughout the country and cooperated with the 
Haag tribune about the discoveries. Together with Warsinska-Varsi, the 
Kosova commission could open graves with less than 20 bodies. Later 
they had to reopen larger graves with the family associations to find and 
identify victims, like in Mitrovice and Vushtrri, where they uncovered half 
of the Izbize victims. She gave four years of this voluntary work.  

Warsinska-Varsi's documentation consists of 700 hours of video 
materials of witnesses and victims' testimonies and recordings from 
autopsies from all the sites and crime scenes around Kosova. There are 
also more than 1000 images from the crime scenes, and the commission 
work in all municipalities of Kosova from this time. According to her, the 
materials will be available for the war crime cases, only when a Kosova 
government is ready to make war crime cases against Serbia and serb war 

 
203 Nordic Women in Film: Maria Fuglevaag Warsinska-Varsi About basic info, Filmography, Awards (n.d.): 
https://nordicwomeninfilm.com/person/maria-fuglevaag-warsinska-varsi/ 
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criminals, as this is the only purpose for the materials and what she 
together with witnesses and victims have agreed upon.  
    The Kosova commission today does not have complete documentation 
without these materials. Currently they only have random work with 
amateur images and videos, as well as a collection of copies by Warsinska-
Varsi's work that are out of context and not related to places and dates, 
and without her or the victims' consent for any use. The Commission has 
a responsibility to handle the evidence in a secure manner and with dignity 
and respect. She promised the victims that nobody could benefit 
personally or earn money from their horrible suffering. Because of this, 
Kosova has still not recognized her contribution to the country. 
    The solemn opening of the diplomatic representation of Kosova in 
Norway can be seen in the following link, https://youtu.be/uRyl1Ue 
eRxU, where the secretary general of the NHC, Bjørn Engesland; the 
chairman of the Committee for Foreign Policy in the Norwegian 
Parliament, Haakon Blankenborg; the well-known Norwegian politician, 
Erik Solheim; and other personalities from the Norwegian political and 
cultural sphere were present. 
    Below is a photograph of the staff of Kosova’s diplomatic mission, the 
letter sent by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kosova to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Norway regarding the 
appointment of Kosova’s diplomatic representative to Norway, and the 
press statement concerning the official inauguration of Kosova’s 
diplomatic representation in Norway. Other photos from the solemn 
opening of the diplomatic mission of Kosova in Norway are also included: 
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The staff of the diplomatic representation of Kosova in Norway, from the left: Fatmir 
Zymberaj, Gëzim Haklaj, Nufri Lekaj, Shkëlzen Kukleci, Bajram Mjeku and Sylo Taraku. 
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Below are some photos from the solemn opening party of the 
diplomatic representation of Kosova in Norway. In the first photo, Nufri 
Lekaj, Fatmir Zymberaj and Maria Fuglevaag Warsinska-Varsi welcome 
the guests with a toast. In the second, third, fourth and fifth photos, 
respectively, Nufri Lekaj is with the chairman of the committee for foreign 
policy in the Norwegian Parliament, Haakon Blankenborg; with the well-
known politician and Norwegian diplomat Erik Solheim; with the 
secretary general of the NHC, Bjørn Engesland; and with Dr Kristin 
Refsdal. In the sixth photo from the right are: Pål Refsdal, Erik Fosse, 
Trond Olsen Næss, Bjørn Engesland and Maria Fuglevaag Warsinska-
Varsi. In the seventh and eighth photos are Berit Backer’s close friends, 
Ann Christine Eek and Gjøtterud’s wife, Michaela Spandow. In the ninth 
photo is one of Berit Backer’s associates, Pål Haugland, former member 
and activist of the Group for Kosova within the NHC, and Gjylfidane 
Elshani Krasniqi, chairwoman of the Berit Backer Association for 
Albanian women in Norway. The other five photos picture some 
distinguished activists of the Albanian community in Norway and some 
other Norwegian guests. 
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In 2000, the UN mission in Kosova functionalized the Interim 
Administrative Council (IAC). It was composed of 10 members – four 
nominated by the UN, three representatives of Kosova Albanians, one 
representative of Kosova Serbs and two additional observer members. The 
IAC was replaced on March 3, 2002, by a cabinet established as part of 
the provisional institutions of self-government following elections held in 
November 2001.  

Consequently, the diplomatic representation of Kosova in Norway 
froze its diplomatic function in 2000 because the IAC did not have a 
department for foreign affairs, and this meant that there could be no 
diplomatic representation of Kosova in the world. However, since Kosova 
was not yet recognized as an independent state, Nufri Lekaj decided at the 
beginning of 2001 to at least allow some type of self-reorganization within 
the Kosova representation in Norway, registering it as the Kosova Interest 
Office under the name Kosova Office in Norway. This was a voluntary 
activity for the recognition of Kosova’s independence from the 
Scandinavian countries. Although the Kosova Office in Norway was not 
formally the representative office of Kosova, it was greeted by Norwegian 
Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik through his letter sent to this office 
on October 29, 2001.  

In the framework of the activity of the Kosova Office in Norway and 
in the continuation of the commitment to argue for the importance of 
Kosova’s independence, Lekaj also wrote an article on the eve of the 
declaration of Kosova’s independence for the prestigious Norwegian 
magazine Ny-Tid, which was published on February 15, 2008, in which he 
wrote: “... Now that Kosova is building its own state, it is important to 
underline the mutual understanding contract between Kosovars, that the 
liberation war was directed against a regime and not to a people. All 
Kosovars have equal rights, but also responsibility for their country and 
together they will build their common future (…)”. On February 18, 2008, 
in the capacity of the chairman of the Kosova Office in Norway, Lekaj 
participated in a televised debate, arguing pro-independence and the 
importance of international recognition of Kosova’s independence as the 
best solution possible that ensures stability, democracy and economic 
development in the Balkans. This televised debate can be viewed at this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqKR20-qiWQ).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqKR20-qiWQ
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The first facsimile in the following is the greeting letter from the 
Norwegian prime minister sent to the Kosova Office in Norway, on 
October 29, 2001. 

The Kosova Office in Norway also maintained some communication 
with the American Embassy in Oslo. As an example of this, the following 
is the second facsimile expressing gratitude from the American Embassy 
for the condolences from the Kosova Office in Norway, after the attacks 
of September 11, 2001. 

The third facsimile is the article of the chairman of the Kosova Office 
in Norway published on February 15, 2008, in the Norwegian magazine 
Ny-Tid on the eve of the declaration of Kosova’s independence. 
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It is worth mentioning that, unlike other Western countries, the 
recognition of Kosova’s independence had been challenging for Norway 
and especially for the party in power, the Labour Party. Not only did 
Norway expect that the negotiations between Kosova and Serbia led by 
Martti Ahtisaari would result in a resolution approved by the UN but also 
that it would take into account the traditional and amicable relations 
between Norway and Serbia. However, Norway, as a country with 
influence and integrity in international relations, particularly committed 
to peace, democracy and respect for human rights in the world, continued 
to have a constructive approach and supported Kosova even after the 
declaration of Kosova’s independence on February 17, 2008. This also 
likely had to do with the history of the Norwegian people, since just as the 
Albanians had been under Ottoman rule for several centuries and then 
under Serbian rule for several decades, Norwegians had similarly been 
under Danish rule for several centuries and under Swedish rule for several 
decades. Nevertheless, they fortunately had not been persecuted to the 
same extent by their rulers as the Albanians had. 

In this context, it is relevant to highlight an opinion piece by Norwegian 
Professor of Political Science Janne Haaland Matlary, who served as 
Norway’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs during the war in Kosova. 
She is also internationally recognized for her work with the Vatican, 
having served in significant advisory roles under Pope John Paul II and 
continuing her engagement in various capacities. In an article written on 
February 22, 2008, with particular reference to the declaration of Kosova’s 
independence, she contends, among other things: “A parallel: Kosovo 
became a state in an illegal manner, just like Norway in 1905. We did not 
ask Sweden for permission, and they did not ask Serbia. It is a sobering 
thought that this new statehood is desired by no one other than the 
Kosovar-Albanians themselves, but was induced by the intransigence of 
Serbian nationalism. Had Serbian nationalism not been so strong, there 
would not have been a new state either....” .204 

In the following are two statements by Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Jonas Gahr Støre regarding the declaration of Kosova’s independence. 
The first is dated on February 17, 2008, the same day the Parliament of 

 
204Aftenposten (2008) Stat til besvær. 
https://www.aftenposten.no/meninger/debatt/i/O3qd1/stat-til-besvaer 

https://www.aftenposten.no/meninger/debatt/i/O3qd1/stat-til-besvaer
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Kosova declared Kosova’s independence, and the second statement is 
from three days later, on February 20, 2008.  Following these official 
statements, an excerpt is also included from the above-quoted article by 
Janne Haaland Matlary. 
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    Considering the importance of the fastest formal or official recognition 
of Kosova’s independence by the Norwegian state, after the declaration of 
Kosova’s independence on the February 17, 2008, the Kosova Office in 
Norway organized a visit of the Kosova delegation to Norway in March 
2008, headed by Sabri Hamiti and Xhavit Haliti, speaker and deputy 
speaker of the Parliament of Kosova, respectively. Accordingly, on March 
28, 2008, at 10AM, the first secretary of the Norwegian foreign minister, 
Jonas Gahr Støre, informed the delegation of Kosova in the meeting – 
consisting of Sabri Hamiti, Xhavit Haliti, Nufri Lekaj and Daut Haxhaj – 
that the Norwegian kingdom, from that day, officially recognized the 
Republic of Kosova. (Until this date, Norway had not formalized the 
recognition of the independence of Kosova, announced by the Assembly 
of Kosova on February 17, 2008). On the evening of the same day, there 
was a solemn celebration for the formal and official recognition of 
Kosova’s independence by the Norwegian state, which can be viewed at 
this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r26sNg7uB1Q). 

In the following are some photos taken during the celebration on March 
28, 2008, for the formal and official recognition of the independence of 
Kosova by the Norwegian state. In the first and second photos are the 
chairman of the Kosova Office in Norway, Nufri Lekaj, and the deputy 
speaker of the Parliament of Kosova, Xhavit Haliti. As part of the thanks 
for the official recognition of the independence of Kosova from the 
Norwegian state, they evoked their memories of Backer, as they were close 
friends and associates of hers. The speaker of the Parliament of Kosova, 
Sabri Hamiti, also expressed his deep thanks to the Norwegian state for 
the official recognition of the independence of Kosova (third photo).  

In the fourth and fifth photos are two of the Norwegian friends who 
had supported the activity of the Kosova Group within the NHC 
(photographer Ann Christine Eek and Professor Svein Mønnesland), 
wishing those present the independence of Kosova. In photos 6 and 7 are 
two of the Norwegian friends who had supported the activity of the 
Albanian Association in Norway, in aid of the KLA (Director Maria 
Fuglevaag Warsinska-Varsi and Professor Dr Erik Fosse), wishing the 
attendees the independence of Kosova. Furthermore, nine additional 
photos reflect the festive atmosphere of the formal and official recognition 
of Kosova’s independence by the Norwegian state. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r26sNg7uB1Q
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Following the recognition of Kosova’s independence by Norway and 
other Scandinavian countries, Nufri Lekaj declared the closure of the 
Kosova Office in Norway, because it had fulfilled its mission as a pro-
recognition entity for the Republic of Kosova by Norway and other 
Scandinavian countries. Nevertheless, to ensure that he was not evading 
any responsibility for Kosova, he informed the relevant political 
institutions there that he was willing to provide any diplomatic services, if 
needed, and that he was committed to doing so free of charge. In this 
context, he provided assistance in the form of advice and support to 
individuals within Kosova’s political institutions. He also served as an 
advisor to the Minister of Defence of Kosova during the period 2021–
2023, a role he performed without financial compensation. 

It is important to make it clear that Lekaj’s activities since 1978 have 
not been directed against the Serbian people. Instead, his efforts have been 
focused solely on opposing the consistently oppressive, hostile, and hate-
sowing regimes in Belgrade concerning the Albanians in Kosova. His 
motto is: “Respecting human rights without discrimination, transcending 
political borders in the Balkans and worldwide”. 
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THE CONTINUITY OF THE NORWEGIAN’S COMMITMENT 
FOR PEACE BUILDING IN KOSOVA, AND THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE MARTTI AHTISAARI PLAN 
 

Norway continued to help Kosova even after the liberation and the 
declaration of independence. As a former emissary of UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, Norwegian diplomat Kai Eide had an important role 
in resolving the worsening situation in Kosova after the March riots in 
2004, which weakened the efforts for coexistence in Kosova between the 
Albanian majority and the Serbian minority. In other words, considering 
the sociopolitical context in Kosova at that time, Eide, with his 
pragmatism and proposals, reached the best possible solution. On the one 
hand, he suggested a plan of decentralization at the municipal level that 
especially conveyed the sense of security to the Serbs in Kosova (since the 
Serbs insisted that they still felt unsafe in Kosova), but at the same time 
Eide emphasized that this plan of decentralization should not threaten the 
central institutions in Kosova or weaken the authority of Prishtina. On the 
other hand, Eide suggested that the process of determining the final status 
of Kosova should begin, since the Albanians in Kosova felt uncertain 
about their socio-political future based on past experiences with the 
Serbian state and the continuation of the status quo. 205 In fact, Eide’s 
proposals were an important starting point for the Ahtisaari Plan. 

This was not particularly surprising: Eide, in addition to being an 
experienced diplomat (including having chaired the OSCE Permanent 
Council during the 1999 war in Kosova), had the opportunity to become 
informed as early as the 1980s — in part due to his wife, Gro Holm, an 
investigative journalist and political scientist who first visited Kosova in 
1988 to closely observe the socio-political situation. As a result, she 
became well aware of the political developments in Kosova from the 1980s 
onward. Holm was also a close friend of Backer. 
 

 
205 Kai Eide: Report on the situation in Kosova (2005): 17-18: https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en 
/S/2005/635 

https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/S/2005/635
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/S/2005/635
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                     Kai Eide and Kofi Annan during one of their meetings 

 
 

Based on Eide’s assessments and proposals, Annan appointed former 
Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari as his special envoy for negotiations 
over Kosova’s final status. Ahtisaari’s appointment was approved by the 
UN Security Council on November 10, 2005. 

Negotiations for the settlement of Kosova’s status began in February 
2006 in Vienna. They were led by the UN Secretary-General’s special 
representative, Martti Ahtisaari, and his deputy, Albert Rohan, assisted 
by representatives of the UN Office of Special Representative, stationed in 
Vienna. 206 Of the 15 direct meetings between the parties during the 
negotiations in Vienna in 2006, 13 were related to minorities – eight 
meetings on decentralization, three on the protection of cultural and 
religious heritage, two on minority rights – and one on economic issues.207 
On April 3, 2007, Ahtisaari presented his proposal for the international 
recognition of Kosova’s independence to the Security Council. His 
proposal also included the provision of maximum rights for minorities in 
Kosova, especially for the Serbian minority, both at the local and national 
levels. 

On October 10, 2008, Martti Ahtisaari was announced as that year’s 
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize for his important efforts as a peace 
mediator in some of the world’s most serious conflicts, including 

 
206 Weller, 2009: 323 
207 Unosek: “The Status Process” (2007): https://www.unosek.org/the-status-process/ 

https://www.unosek.org/the-status-process/
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Kosova.208 He received the prize on December 10, 2008, at the Oslo City 
Hall in Norway.209 On the same day, Ahtisaari greeted many citizens from 
the balcony of the Grand Hotel in Oslo – among them, many Albanians 
from Kosova – who had come to congratulate him. As the Norwegian 
News Agency (Norsk Telegrambyrå – NTB) announced that day: “As 
Ahtisaari stood on the balcony, some of those present took the opportunity 
to pay tribute to him for his efforts for Kosovo, by shouting ‘Kosovo, 
Kosovo’. The Finnish peacemaker was appointed UN Special Envoy for 
the negotiations on Kosovo’s status in 2005. During his visit to Oslo, 
Ahtisaari stressed that he is now pleased with the developments in 
Kosovo. ‘Kosovo is independent and will remain independent. Kosovo is 
recognized by over 50 states, of the countries that count, and more will 
come. Kosovo is doing better than Finland did after its declaration of 
independence [in December 1917, editor’s note], and the process is 
irreversible’, said the Peace Prize winner about Europe’s youngest 
state”.210 

In the meantime, a delegation composed of some Albanians from 
Kosova living in Norway was accepted at the meeting by the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee.211 The delegation presented a symbolic gift to the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee to convey to Ahtisaari as a sign of respect 
for his contribution to the strength of peace in Kosova. Additionally, the 
delegation commended the Norwegian Nobel Committee for awarding 
the prize to Ahtisaari for his important contribution as a peace mediator 
in some of the world’s most serious conflicts, including Kosova.  

The following presents the excerpt quoted above from the Norwegian 
media: 
 

 
208 The Nobel Peace Prize 2008 (October 10th, 2008) Press release: https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/ 
peace/2008/press-release/ 
209 The Nobel Peace Prize Award Ceremony 2008 (December 10th, 2008): https://www.nobelprize. 
org/ceremony/the-nobel-peace-prize-award-ceremony-2008/  
210 Norwegian News Agency / Norsk Telegrambyrå – NTB (December 10th, 2008): honored with 
torchlight procession and celebrity banquet: https://www.abcnyheter.no/nyheter/2008/12/10/79301/ 
ahtisaari-hedret-med-fakkeltog-og-kjendisbankett  
211 The delegation was initiated and composed by Selim Hasanaj, Imri Trena, Shemsi Bunjaku, Ismet 
Berisha, Nufri Lekaj and Enver Seferi  

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2008/press-release/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2008/press-release/
https://www.nobelprize.org/ceremony/the-nobel-peace-prize-award-ceremony-2008/
https://www.nobelprize.org/ceremony/the-nobel-peace-prize-award-ceremony-2008/
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Even after Milošević’s extradition to The Hague in 2001, some of the 
former political structures of his regime survived, and the Secret Service 
(Bezbednosno Informativna Agencia - BIA) remained particularly intact. 
Therefore, one of the main goals of Zoran Đinđić’s government was to 
reform it. However, Đinđić was killed on March 12, 2003, by the structures 
of the Secret Services, which had previously carried out the assassinations 
of Ivan Stambolić, Slavko Ćuruvija and others. In fact, after the end of the 
war in Kosova, the approach of the new Belgrade regime led by Vojislav 
Koštunica concerning the Albanians did not differ from the approach of 
the Milošević regime. However, Koštunica – as the former president of 
Yugoslavia from October 2000 to February 2003, when Yugoslavia 
became the Serbia–Montenegro Union, and as the prime minister of 
Serbia in 2004–2008 – always maintained that Serbia was democratic 
during his tenure and not during Milošević’s regime.  

In this context, at a meeting held in Belgrade on March 1, 2008 (based 
on the transcript of a speech delivered during a book launch event, 
organized by Peščanik in Pančevo, Serbia), the aforementioned Serbian 
intellectual and humanist Srđa Popović said, “When Milošević brought 
the police state to Kosovo – because that is what it was, a police state that 
could kill any Albanian, without any consequences – in order to survive, 
the Albanians were forced to construct a parallel society. The Serbian 
opposition never opposed him, even with a single word, and I thought of 
this when I heard Koštunica speak at the United Nations, when he tried 
to make clear that Serbia today is a democratic Serbia, and not the Serbia 
of Milošević. I thought that if I were an Albanian, I would conclude that 
I had not seen any change in the attitude of Milošević and the Serb 
opposition toward the Albanians.  

“Koštunica was the supposed opposition to Milošević because he was 
ostensibly a communist, and at least he was a communist. Yet in national 
and wartime politics, he was even often more radical than Milošević. And 
now, when Albanians hear what Koštunica is saying, they cannot accept 
what he and the current Serbian opposition are doing politically in relation 
to them. It is no different to the time of Milošević! In my opinion, the 
Albanian population fought a liberation war. They got out of a colonial 
situation, they defended themselves against a racist policy and they 
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suffered terrible casualties. After the war, their revenge cannot be compared 
to ours, although I do not justify it”.212  

Vuk Drašković, the aforementioned Serbian writer and former 
politician, is also known for his courage in terms of his public repentance 
regarding some past actions. During the aforementioned interview for the 
Kosova–Albanian television, Drašković allows each person the right to 
admit a mistake, the right to repent and the right to change. He even refers 
to some historical personalities who have admitted their mistakes, 
repented and changed, and who, in fact, have contributed significantly to 
the development of civilization. The Apostle Paul is the very foundation 
of Christianity for Christians, even though he previously murdered 
Christians. Abraham Lincoln hanged African - Americans as a young 
ranger but entered in history as someone who abolished slavery in the 
United States. Kemal Ataturk was an Ottoman pasha, but his historic 
contribution is establishing republican rule, giving women the right to 
vote. Furthermore, Drašković considers it highly important that the 
Serbian people learn the truth about the crimes and manipulation of the 
Milošević regime. He stated, “(…) I had made a big mistake when, during 
a presentation, I said that Yugoslavia had to be reformed based on the 
map and project compiled by the Serbian Cultural Club. According to this 
project of 1936, Serbian territories were considered Serbia together with 
Kosovo, Vojvodina, Macedonia, Montenegro, all of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and even some parts of Croatia.  

“In 1936 this project was probably real, but I realized that in 1990 it 
was disastrous. Because, in the meantime, a new reality had come to life, 
with borders of republics and provinces, and because we no longer had to 
risk inciting conflicts and mutual hatreds, we should have accepted the 
offers that came to us, as Yugoslavia, from the EU and from the US. The 
EU offered us a short and fast path for Yugoslavia’s membership in the 
EU, along with the recognition of all its internal borders, but with the 
obligation to break away from the Security Services and the communist 
regime. Meanwhile, from the US came the offer brought by the Secretary 
of State, James Baker, for Yugoslavia to join the NATO Alliance very 

 
212 Gashi 2024: 60, se also: Indeksonline (2020): Serbian intellectual: Kosovo fought a liberation war (…): 
Intelektuali serb: Kosova bëri luftë çlirimtare, ndërsa Serbia ka kryer gjenocid të pastër – 
Indeksonline.net 

https://indeksonline.net/intelektuali-serb-kosova-beri-lufte-clirimtare-ndersa-serbia-ka-kryer-gjenocid-te-paster1/
https://indeksonline.net/intelektuali-serb-kosova-beri-lufte-clirimtare-ndersa-serbia-ka-kryer-gjenocid-te-paster1/
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soon, of course, with the obligation to democratize the state. Even a gift 
was bought, in the form of five billion dollars at that time, with the aim of 
building democratic institutions, firstly in Serbia. I experienced these 
projects as projects of hope.  

“So, at that moment in the Serbian Cultural Club, I opposed the stories 
about the creation of Greater Serbia and the destruction of Yugoslavia. I 
opposed evil, and then I founded the Serbian Renewal Movement, with 
the aim of destroying the evil regime of Slobodan Milošević but also the 
regime of the Serbian cultural nationalist elite, be it literary or Christian. I 
paid a heavy price because of this. They tried to kill me several times and 
it’s a wonder how I survived. To cut a long story short, in 1999 they killed 
four of my closest people, including my wife’s brother, who were with me 
in the car. Although slightly injured, I survived. In 2000, I was shot twice 
in the head, but since the wounds were superficial, I still survived. There 
were several other attempts. Several dozen members of my party were 
killed by the Milošević regime (…).  

“We must – I am talking about the Serbs – inform the people in the 
most honest way about the crimes committed against the Albanians in 
Kosovo, from the Milošević regime, his army and police, mobsters and 
looters. We have to wash away the shame from our name and from our 
national honour. It is terrible how thousands of Albanian civilians were 
killed in Kosovo and then they were taken out of their graves, put in 
refrigerator trucks, and thrown into lakes and rivers in Serbia, and buried 
in police training grounds in Belgrade, and that we still stay silent about 
all of this. There is no apology, nor punishment for that great crime. 
Punishment will come, because it must come.  

“The people in Serbia are not informed about these things. In the media 
with national frequency, in the parliaments or in our governments since 
2000, there is only talked about one crime, without exception: the crime 
of bombing Serbia by NATO. So, it turns out that we are divine and 
angelic people, who, without any possible fault, fell prey to the bombs of 
the NATO alliance in 1999. I, both as a writer, as a politician and as a 
foreign minister, have done everything to tell the people some facts. 
Someone has heard, but the vast majority of people do not believe. 
Propaganda is terrible. Lobotomy is terrible. I say that the people should 
know not only what happened in Kosovo in 1999 but also what happened 
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before 1999, from Knin (Croatia) onwards. People must know about the 
more than three-year siege of Sarajevo, for the thousands of civilians killed 
by Serbian shells fired from the hills above Sarajevo, among whom 1,600 
were children. These are official data.  

“The Serbian people should know about the death squads that used to 
leave from here to kill and loot. The Serbian people did not do this. This 
was the biggest shame; it was even a crime against us and against our 
history. I have been receiving constant death threats from people who 
have heard some of my television appearances. We must tell the people in 
Serbia that in 1998, the United Nations Security Council had approved 
three resolutions, through which they warned Slobodan Milošević about 
the situation of the Kosovo Albanians. They threatened him that he was 
jeopardizing the application of Chapter 7 of the United Nations Charter, 
which states that the use of force against criminal regimes is also allowed. 
Milošević violated all three of these resolutions”.213  

However, according to Drašković, a satisfactory compromise solution 
was and remains that the normalization of relations between Serbia and 
Kosova should be implemented based on Marti Ahtissar’s plan (2007). 
During the same interview, he said, “(...) I was a participant in the Vienna 
negotiations between Serbia and Kosovo for the final status of Kosovo. 
The special envoy of the secretary general of the United Nations was Marti 
Ahtisaari. There was also an international Contact Group, of which 
Russia was also a member. Shortly before the Vienna negotiations, both 
the United Nations Security Council and the International Contact Group 
accepted the four basic principles that Marti Ahtisaari should adhere to 
during the negotiations. First, there is no return to the situation before 
1999. In other words, there is no return of the Serbian state in Kosovo, 
because Serbia – through the Kumanova agreement, i.e. capitulation, and 
Resolution 1244 – has been expelled from Kosovo. Second, there is no 
division of Kosovo. Thirdly, there is no unification of Kosovo with 
Albania, and fourth, maximum rights for the Serbian minority in Kosovo.  

“Ahtisaari has adhered to all four of these principles. Russia supported 
these four principles, and I, as well as everyone else, expected – despite 
the fact that the parties failed to reach an agreement – that the Ahtisaari 

 
213 Interview of  Vuk Drašković on Kosovo TV (5th of  June, 2023) https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s
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Plan as an imposed solution, which was also foreseen by Resolution 1244, 
would be accepted. However, shortly before the end of the Vienna 
Conference, a message came from Moscow: “We certainly want to accept 
the Ahtisaari Plan, but on the condition that the same status that Kosovo 
will gain belongs to Abkhazia, Ossetia and Pridnestrovie”. At that time, 
there was still no talk of Dombas, nor of Ukraine. Russia had attempted 
to trade on behalf of Serbia. The West rejected such a thing, and then 
Russia threatened that it would use its veto and that the Ahtisaari Plan 
would not be accepted in the United Nations Security Council.  

“Of course, this attitude of Russia suited the regime in Serbia, which 
inserted a preamble in the Serbian Constitution during the Vienna 
negotiations. In fact, the preamble is not even part of the Constitution, 
although some say it is, and there it is written that Kosovo is the 
Autonomous Province of the Republic of Serbia, and that it is an integral 
part of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia. This is an 
impossible legal norm, which does not oblige anyone, because it is out of 
reality (…). I think the agreement will be reached in the end. That a 
mandatory and comprehensive agreement will be reached, and that Serbia 
will have to accept that Kosovo is an independent state, this is the reality 
(…). Somehow it seems to me that traditional morality has not yet died 
among Albanians. Not even among some Serbs. However, it is more 
preserved among Albanians than, let’s say, among Serbs, Croats, etc.  

“In his great book, Marko Miljanov describes, among other things, 
examples of ‘humanity and bravery’ of Albanians, which shows that 
humanity is when you protect others from yourself, while bravery is when 
you protect yourself from others. Today, the Albanians in Kosovo can 
show their traditional humanity, protecting the Serbs from themselves. In 
the sense that no one amongst them attacked the Serbs, regardless of what 
happened in the time of Milošević, because the crimes against Albanians 
were not committed by the Serbian people but by the Milošević regime. 
Consequently, by protecting the Serbs, Albanians protect the traditional 
honour of the Albanians (…).  

“Personally, I think that the position of any minority is a mirror that 
shows the face of the majority. Later, but before the war in Kosovo, while 
Yugoslavia existed, Albanians were a minority in Yugoslavia, and they 
were a minority in Serbia. The position of the Albanians as a minority was 
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the mirror in which both Yugoslavia was seen and the mirror in which 
Serbia was seen. Now the Albanians represent the absolute majority in 
Kosovo, and the position of the Serbian minority in Kosovo is a test for 
the Albanian majority (…). Albanians have accepted the wonderful 
principles of the Ahtisaari Plan and have incorporated these principles into 
the Constitution and laws”. 214 

In other words, the Ahtisaari Plan for Kosova provides an external 
protection for minorities in relation to the Albanian majority on both the 
central and local levels, stipulating that the Assembly of Kosova (based on 
proportional representation) has 120 seats with 20 seats reserved for 
minorities – 10 seats for the Serb minority and 10 seats for other minorities 
– with decision-making by a majority of both parties in the Assembly, with 
majority and minority representatives alike. This means that some 
legislative changes require not only a majority in the Assembly but also a 
majority of minority representatives in the Assembly. Significant 
legislative changes require the consent of almost everyone. For example, 
any future amendment to the Constitution requires the approval of two-
thirds of the representatives of the Assembly of Kosova, while at the same 
time it requires the approval of two-thirds of the representatives of 
minorities. Moreover, Kosova’s government continues to have a Serbian 
minister and a minister from other minorities.215 Furthermore, at least 15% 
of judges on the Supreme Court of Kosova and the Court of Appeals are 
from minority groups. Both Albanian and Serbian are the official 
languages in Kosova, while Turkish, Bosnian, and Roma are the official 
languages at the municipal level.216  

At the local level, the Ahtisaari Plan envisioned self-governance – the 
right to internal organization and the right to property – for the Serbian 
Orthodox Church as well local self-government, through ethnic 
decentralization, for the Serb minority. The Serbian Orthodox Church in 
Kosova – including monasteries, churches, and other facilities used for 
religious purposes – would enjoy full recognition as an integral part of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church in Belgrade and would benefit from the rights, 

 
214 Ibid  
215 Marti Ahtisaari: Comprehensive Proposal for the Kosovo Status Settlement: 2007, p. 11-14, 17 
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/b2391e96-ba2c-323c-8c4b03c68610e2db/1DC6B184D02567 
D1852572AA00716AF7-Full_Report.pdf   
216 Ibid: 2, 34-35 

https://reliefweb.int/attachments/b2391e96-ba2c-323c-8c4b%2003c68610e2db/1DC6B184D02567D1852572AA00716AF7-Full_Report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/b2391e96-ba2c-323c-8c4b%2003c68610e2db/1DC6B184D02567D1852572AA00716AF7-Full_Report.pdf
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privileges, and immunity within the internal organization, including its 
hierarchy and activities. Movable and immovable property, including 
other assets of the Serbian Orthodox Church, would be inviolable and 
would not be subject to expropriation. The Kosova authorities may have 
access to the property of the Serbian Orthodox Church only through its 
consent and in case of court orders in connection with illegal activities or 
immediate endangerment to life and health. Moreover, a select number of 
monasteries, churches, and other religious sites of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church – including historical and cultural sites of special importance to 
the Kosova Serb community – would enjoy the protection of special areas. 
In essence, this meant the prohibition of any new development, within 
these areas, including construction or industrial development such as 
exploration and exploitation of mineral resources and construction of 
dams, power plants or power grids, kilns and factories, and transit routes 
in rural areas. 217 

Decentralization – in other words, local self-government in Kosova, as 
per the Ahtisaari Plan – is based on the principles of the European Charter 
of Local Self-Government, especially the principle of subsidiary. This 
aims to protect and promote internationally accepted human rights 
standards, taking into account the needs of minorities and their members 
in Kosova. Decentralization also included the establishment of new 
municipalities, in which Kosova Serbs comprise at least 75% of the 
population in a concentrated settlement, with a total population of at least 
5,000 inhabitants. All Serb-majority municipalities have courts, the right 
to inter-municipal cooperation and the right to cooperate with institutions 
in Serbia. Serbian language schools in Kosova have the right to implement 
curricula or textbooks drafted by the Ministry of Education of the 
Republic of Serbia, as long as these curricula and textbooks do not conflict 
with the Constitution of Kosova.218  

Certain municipalities in Kosova have their own competencies 
enhanced. For example, the municipalities of Mitrovicë/Mitrovica North 
have competence for higher education, including registration and 
licensing of educational institutions, recruitment, payment of salaries and 
training of education instructors and administrators. The municipalities of 

 
217 Ibid: 38-40 
218 Ibid: 25, 27-30, 34 
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Mitrovicë/Mitrovica North, Graçanicë/Gracanica and Shtërpcë/Štrpce 
have competence for the provision of secondary healthcare, including 
registration and licensing of healthcare institutions, recruitment, payment 
of salaries and training of healthcare personnel and administrators. All 
municipalities in which the Kosova Serb community is in the majority 
have the authority to exercise responsibility for cultural affairs, including 
protection and promotion of Serbian and other religious and cultural 
heritage within the municipal territory as well as support for local religious 
communities, including enhanced participatory rights in the appointment 
of police station commanders.219 
 
 
 

NORWAY`S ROLE IN PEACE-BUILDING IN KOSOVA AFTER 
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE AFFIRMED THE 
LEGALITY OF KOSOVA`S DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE  

 
On October 8, 2008, at the 63rd session of the UN General Assembly, 

Serbia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Vuk Jeremić submitted a draft 
resolution for approval, requesting the assembly to seek an opinion from 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) regarding Kosova’s declaration of 
independence. In July 2010, the ICJ found that Kosova’s independence 
was indeed legal, violating none of the following: general international 
law, Security Council Resolution 1244, Kosova’s constitutional 
framework or any applicable international rule of law. After this verdict 
from the ICJ, 27 EU countries, plus Serbia, sponsored a resolution that 
was adopted by the UN on September 9, 2010. The resolution 
(GA/10980) welcomed the ICJ findings as well as the EU’s readiness to 
facilitate dialogue between the parties, emphasizing that it would serve as 
a factor of peace, security and stability in the region and that it would 
promote cooperation, improve the lives of citizens and help both Serbia 
and Kosova make progress on their path to entrance into the EU. 

The Norwegian Foreign Ministry welcomed the news that the ICJ 
affirmed the legality of Kosova’s declaration of independence. Regarding 

 
219 Ibid: 23-24 
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this, the NRK wrote on July 22, 2010, “Norway welcomes the statement 
from the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on Kosovo’s independence. 
Serbia and Russia believe that the statement does not change anything. 
We reiterate our full support for the principles of the UN Charter and for 
the International Court of Justice, which is the UN’s supreme judicial 
body. ‘I welcome the statement from the Hague Tribunal’, says Foreign 
Minister Jonas Gahr Støre in the press release. ‘We now encourage the 
Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Kosovo to cooperate fully in 
putting old disputes behind them in order to secure a better future in the 
region’, says Støre. The Foreign Ministry states that Norway voted in 
favor of the request from the UN General Assembly for an advisory 
statement. Norway also took part in the proceedings before the Court. 
Norway does not consider that there is any general right to secession in 
accordance with international law. There was a very special sequence of 
events in Kosovo linked to the conflicts in the Balkans. It created a unique 
situation, says Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Støre’”. 

The following is a facsimile of the NRK press release, dated July 22, 
2010:  
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Dialogue between Kosova and Serbia under the EU regime was led by 
negotiator Catherine Ashton, high representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, and was assisted by the Norwegian foreign 
ministry. During an interview in the Norwegian media on April 24, 2013, 
in connection with the help from Norway regarding normalization of 
relations between Kosova and Serbia, Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen 
Barth Eide was quoted in the following: “(...) For three years Norway 
worked behind the scenes while the EU led the negotiations between 
Serbia and Kosovo. It is a work he calls a support process (…) [and] it (…) 
‘untangled in some tangles’, says Eide about several secret meetings in 
Oslo. He describes a long and good relationship between Serbia and 
Norway that also lasted through the wars in the Balkans. This was an 
important reason as to why Norway could function as an unofficial arena 
alongside the official negotiation arena in Brussels (…). ‘The relationship 
is something we have invested a lot in, but it is also a capital for us’, says 
Eide about how it has given Norwegian credibility when difficult things 
were to be discussed (...)”. 

The following is a facsimile of the Norwegian News Agency (NTB) 
interview with Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide:  
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                   Barth Eide and Catherine Ashton during one of their meetings 

 
 

From 2014 to 2024, Jens Stoltenberg played a significant role in leading 
NATO during a highly challenging period in international relations, 
especially the Russian war in Ukraine. Regarding this, on the marking of 
the NATO alliance’s 75th anniversary, delivered in front of the secretary 
general of NATO, President Joe Biden said the following: “One person in 
particular has done an extraordinary job leading NATO for the last 
decade. So much of the progress we made in the alliance is thanks to 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. He’s a man of integrity and 
intellectual rigor, calm temperament in a moment of crisis, a consummate 
diplomat who works with leaders across the political spectrum and always 
finds a way to keep us moving forward. When the Russian war in Ukraine 
began, you didn’t hesitate. Today, NATO is stronger, smarter, more 
energized than when you began. A billion people across Europe and North 
America – indeed, the whole world – will reap the rewards of your labour 
for years to come in a form of security, opportunity and greater freedom. 
For these reasons, I am pleased to award you the highest civilian honour 
the United States can bestow, the Presidential Medal of Freedom”.220 

In the following photo are Jens Stoltenberg and Joe Biden on the occasion 
of Jens Stoltenberg’s awarding of the Presidential Medal of Freedom: 

 
220 Norway’s biggest media house – NRK (10th of  July 2024): Stoltenberg received the Presidential Medal of  
Freedom: Jens Stoltenberg fikk presidentens frihetsmedalje – NRK Urix – Utenriksnyheter og -
dokumentarer 

https://www.nrk.no/urix/jens-stoltenberg-fikk-presidentens-frihetsmedalje-1.16959316?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR0o9aI5G-ujQqxuCYY4Tu8v4U_o9nWvyLh34fh85XB9Sp-lMBlvLC3njsA_aem_Sz0rHVDa9Ta4Vax0nvWPRQ
https://www.nrk.no/urix/jens-stoltenberg-fikk-presidentens-frihetsmedalje-1.16959316?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR0o9aI5G-ujQqxuCYY4Tu8v4U_o9nWvyLh34fh85XB9Sp-lMBlvLC3njsA_aem_Sz0rHVDa9Ta4Vax0nvWPRQ
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Germany and Sweden also paid tribute to Jens Stoltenberg for his 10-
year contribution as NATO secretary general. He received the Grand 
Cross Order of Merit of Germany, one of the highest honours awarded to 
foreign leaders and statesmen. German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
praised Stoltenberg for his contributions to Germany’s security and his 
efforts to support Sweden and Finland’s NATO membership.221 At the 
award ceremony held at the Bellevue Palace, Steinmeier said, “You have 
shaped the alliance through your integrity, your clear political analysis and 
your personal commitment. You have ensured that NATO is stronger and 
more united than ever at a time when Russia is threatening us again (…). 
Your services to the security of Germany and NATO, especially through 
the northern expansion, are really historic. I would like to thank you on 
behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany for this great and impressive 
personal commitment”.222 King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden awarded the 
Royal Order of the North Star to former NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and eight other 
foreign citizens for their efforts to help Sweden join NATO.223 The king’s 

 
221 Anadoly Agency (October 22nd, 2024): Ex-NATO chief  Stoltenberg awarded Germany's Order of  Merit:  
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/ex-nato-chief-stoltenberg-awarded-germanys-order-of-
merit/3370601# 
222 Ibid 
223 By Niclas Rolander (October 22nd, 2024): Sweden Honors Stoltenberg and Blinken for NATO Accession 
Roles: https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/business/politics/2024/10/22/sweden-honors-stoltenberg-
and-blinken-for-nato-accession-roles/ 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/ex-nato-chief-stoltenberg-awarded-germanys-order-of-merit/3370601
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/ex-nato-chief-stoltenberg-awarded-germanys-order-of-merit/3370601
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/business/politics/2024/10/22/sweden-honors-stoltenberg-and-blinken-for-nato-accession-roles/
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/business/politics/2024/10/22/sweden-honors-stoltenberg-and-blinken-for-nato-accession-roles/
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decision was made on the recommendation of Swedish Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson’s government, who said in a statement, “These awards are 
an expression of our great gratitude for the efforts of these people in 
connection with Sweden’s NATO membership”.224 

The following are facsimiles of newspaper excerpts regarding the 
presentation of these awards by Germany and Sweden:  
 

 

 
224 Ibid  
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During Jens Stoltenberg’s term as NATO secretary general, Kosova’s 
status in the NATO Parliamentary Assembly was advanced. Specifically, 
on March 24, 2024, during a meeting in Estonia of the Permanent Steering 
Committee of this Assembly, Kosova’s status was raised from observer 
member to the associate member level. This is the highest level of presence 
in the Assembly until Kosova’s full membership in NATO. This decision 
was formalized with a vote in the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in the 
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spring session of the Assembly, which was held on May 27, 2024, in Sofia, 
Bulgaria. 

This cooperation between Kosova and NATO is of special importance 
for security in the region and to avoid the potential aggression of the 
Serbian regime towards Kosova. Aleksandar Vučić, who was the minister 
of information in the Milošević era (1998–1999) and who had been leading 
Serbia since 2013 as both prime minister and as president, attempted to 
take terrorist actions to destabilize Kosova. On September 24, 2023, Serb 
terrorists in armoured vehicles stormed a village in north Kosova, battling 
police and barricading themselves in an Orthodox monastery near the 
village of Banjska in the Serb-majority region, where monks and pilgrims 
hid inside a temple as a shootout raged.225 The terrorists’ aim was to stage 
a massacre in the Banjska Monastery, victimizing Serbian pilgrims and 
monks and then accusing the Kosova police of being terrorists, thus 
inciting a rebellion of Serbs in north Kosova and justifying military 
intervention for the annexation of northern Kosova. However, the 
professional action of the Kosova police in coordination with the 
international military forces in Kosova managed to neutralize this terrorist 
action and turn away from this provocation for conflict. This issue became 
a significant topic of discussion in the international media, including 
Norwegian media outlets. In the following is a photo from NRK’s 
interview of Nufri Lekaj on September 25, 2023, regarding the tense 
situation in the north of Kosova: 226  
       

 

 
225 Armed Men Storm Kosovo Village, Serbian Orthodox Monastery; Policeman Killed | N18V | 
News18: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mDZcXOEMBAM 
226 Dagsnytt 18 (September 25th, 2023): https://radio.nrk.no/serie/dagsnytt-atten/sesong/202309 
/NMAG03019123 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mDZcXOEMBAM
https://radio.nrk.no/serie/dagsnytt-atten/sesong/202309/NMAG03019123
https://radio.nrk.no/serie/dagsnytt-atten/sesong/202309/NMAG03019123
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These forms of diversionary actions have a long tradition in Belgrade 
regimes to sow hatred towards Albanians. Among them is the so-called 
Panda Bar case during the escalation of the war in Kosova (December 14, 
1998), when six young Serbs were attacked and killed and 15 others were 
injured in the Panda Bar in the city of Peja, Kosova. The KLA was 
accused of this terrorist action. Six young Albanian men were arrested and 
tortured in custody at the time, but they were later acquitted at trial. 
However, the torture they suffered resulted in them being disabled for life. 
The Panda Bar attack was used by the Serbian regime of Milošević to 
motivate further murders and massacres of Albanian civilians. In other 
words, the problem with Alexander Vučić was not only his past service as 
the minister of information in Milošević’s government from 1998 to 1999 
but also his unwillingness to learn from the mistakes of the past and to 
promote peace between Serbia and Kosova. Still, even after the war in 
Ukraine began, Vučić has chosen to secretly maintain his friendship with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and to strengthen support for Russia in 
Serbia.  

During the aforementioned interview for Kosova TV, the well-known 
Serbian writer and former politician Vuk Drašković said, “The Serbian 
secret service, with its death squads, not only killed Albanians loyal to the 
Serbian regime but also killed those Serbian teenagers in the Panda Bar to 
blame the KLA”.227 He continued, “The war in Ukraine is a crime, not 
only against Ukraine, but it is also a crime against Russia, to Russian 
culture, and to Russian history. For the first time since the existence of 
Russia, the word ‘Russia’ in the world is being pronounced as if it were a 
plague. It is terrible what that KGB regime did to the Russian people. I 
consider that this Russian aggression will end with an uprising within 
Russia against that regime and that, in the not-so-distant future, a Russian 
Willy Brandt will kneel in the square of Kiev and beg the Ukrainians to 
forgive them for the crime that the Stalinist KGB regime committed 
against Ukraine, but also against Russia. This will also give Serbia more 
freedom because we are completely enslaved by the same Russomania”.228 

 
227 Interview of  Vuk Drašković on Kosovo TV (June 5th, 2023) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 
K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s 
228 Ibid 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6R-lxnfF-w&t=2727s
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After Belgrade’s demand for an assessment by the ICJ of Kosova’s 
declaration of independence and following the court’s verdict that the 
independence was indeed legal, the UN General Assembly, on September 
9, 2010, adopted a resolution (GA/10980) that welcomed the ICJ findings 
as well as the EU’s readiness to facilitate the dialogue process between 
Kosova and Serbia. There was hope that the dialogue, developed over the 
course of 10 years, could bring about a final agreement between Kosova 
and Serbia, with mutual recognition ensuring and strengthening peace in 
the region. Nevertheless, this did not happen, mainly due to the constant 
refusal of Alexander Vučić, who also “won” the election in December 
2023; however, the vote was marred by irregularities and fraud allegations 
and triggered a protest.  

According to CNN on December 25, 2023, “Thousands gathered in 
Belgrade in an anti-government protest last Sunday, to demand the 
annulment of Serbia’s general election last week, that was deemed ‘unjust’ 
by international observers. Protesters attempted to gain access to the City 
Assembly in Belgrade, using flagpoles and rocks to break the windows of 
the building, but were repelled by the police using riot shields and tear gas, 
CNN’s Serbian affiliate N1 reported. At least 35 people were arrested 
Sunday, according to N1, in what was the sixth straight day of protests 
since the parliamentary and local elections (…). The ruling Serbian 
Progressive Party (SNS) won 47% of the votes after President Aleksandar 
Vučić called a snap election, cementing his decade-long grip on power in 
the Balkan nation that is seeking membership of the European Union 
while retaining close ties to Russia (…). The OSCE Office for Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) said the election day had been 
marked by numerous procedural deficiencies. The German Foreign Office 
said the findings were unacceptable for a country with EU candidate status 
(…). Separately, Vučić met with Russian Ambassador Aleksandar Bocan-
Harchenko in Belgrade. According to Russian state media TASS, the 
Russian ambassador afterwards said that Vučić has irrefutable data that 
there is incitement and support from the West”.229  

 
229 By Christian Edwards, Josh Pennington and Anna Chernova, CNN (December 25th, 2023): 
Demonstrators try to storm Belgrade city hall in protest against ‘stolen’ Serbian elections: https://amp.cnn.com/ 
cnn/2023/12/25/europe/serbia-protest-election-stolen-vucic-intl/index.html 

https://amp.cnn.com/cnn/2023/12/25/europe/serbia-protest-election-stolen-vucic-intl/index.html
https://amp.cnn.com/cnn/2023/12/25/europe/serbia-protest-election-stolen-vucic-intl/index.html
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Moreover, the Frontliner magazine reported on January 12, 2024, “In a 
disturbing echo of Serbia’s troubled past, the arrest and alleged brutal 
treatment of opposition politician Nikola Sandulović casts a grim shadow 
over the presidency of Aleksandar Vučić, a leader whose roots trace back 
to the propaganda machinery of the Milošević era. This incident, as 
reported by the Financial Times, not only raises serious concerns about 
human rights violations but also serves as a stark reminder of Vučić’s 
controversial legacy as a former propaganda minister, a role in which he 
justified heinous war crimes and crimes against humanity. Sandulović, 
known for his bold stance in seeking reconciliation for past atrocities, 
found himself in the crosshairs of the Serbian government after a poignant 
act of contrition for war crimes in Kosovo. His arrest by secret police and 
the subsequent harrowing reports of his treatment while in custody, 
spotlight the repressive tactics reminiscent of a darker time in Serbian 
history. Despite the government’s denial of any mistreatment, the severity 
of Sandulović’s condition upon his release and the outcry from his legal 
team are hard to dismiss (…)”. 230 

Consequently, Kosova’s membership in NATO would extinguish once 
and for all the Serbian state’s desire to make Kosova a non-functional state 
and destabilize the region. At the same time, this would help Serbia, so 
that the progressive and pro-Western political opposition forces could 
come to power in Serbia, and the Serbian people would finally be freed 
from the clutches of the criminal structure of the neo-fascist Milošević 
regime. This would also prevent Serbia from using Serbs in Kosova as a 
tool to prevent their integration in Kosova, since all the preconditions for 
the integration of Serbs in Kosova are present. 

In fact, after the ICJ’s verdict that Kosova’s independence was indeed 
legal, Vučić identified the Serbia–Kosova negotiations as a last chance to 
obtain further concessions from Kosova. This was beyond the Ahtisaari 
Plan, intending to annex parts of Kosova’s territory or forming some type 
of a Republica Srpska in Kosova, as it did in Bosnia, and making Kosova 
a non-functional state. During the negotiations after 2010, Vučić insisted 
on the establishment of an association of municipalities with a Serbian 

 
230 The Frontliner magazine (January 12th, 2024): The Dark Shadow of  Vučić's Regime: The Arrest and 
Alleged Abuse of  Nikola Sandulović : https://www.thefrontliner.uk/p/the-dark-shadow-of-vucics-
regime  

https://www.thefrontliner.uk/p/the-dark-shadow-of-vucics-regime
https://www.thefrontliner.uk/p/the-dark-shadow-of-vucics-regime
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majority in Kosova, although, at the local government level, it is the 
extended municipal powers that provide the Serbian minority in Kosova 
services and appropriate security. However, as a compromise within the 
dialogue for the normalization of relations and mutual recognition 
between Kosova and Serbia, the political representatives of Kosova 
Albanians have agreed to establish a type of association of municipalities 
with a Serbian majority in Kosova, similar to the association of 
municipalities with a Serbian majority in Croatia. In other words, this is 
an association that does not constitute a territorial unit but is a 
democratically elected political, advisory and coordinating mechanism 
that has self-managing powers in matters relating to Serbs’ civil and 
national rights as well as identity issues, their culture, participation and 
integration in society as a whole.  

Nevertheless, Vučić increasingly insisted, especially after the Russian 
aggression in Ukraine, that a type of association of Serb-majority 
municipalities similar to the Republica Srpska in Bosnia should be 
imposed on Kosova. His goal was that the neo-Milošević political forces 
in Serbia continue to hold power in Serbia and have the opportunity to 
destabilize and divide Kosova along ethnic lines in the future. 
Nevertheless, it remains to be hoped that a final agreement will be reached 
in the near future between Serbia and Kosova, based on the ICJ verdict 
that Kosova’s independence is in line with international law and the 
Ahtisaari Plan, which secures high-level rights for minorities in Kosova.  

Regarding Kosova’s integration with NATO, it is worth mentioning 
that Armend Mehaj, a Norwegian - Albanian who grow up in Norway, 
was the minister of defence in Kosova from 2021 to August 2023 and 
made a special contribution to raising the standards of Kosova’s armed 
forces on the way to Kosova’s integration with NATO. Mehaj has a 
background in the the Norwegian Armed Forces as well as an education 
in psychology and public-sector governance and leadership. He is an 
experienced security and defence policy analyst with a specialization in 
global conflict management, threat assessment and long-term security 
challenges. Mehaj also has experience in the healthcare sector, security 
policy and EU and NATO processes. He has previously worked in 
peacekeeping operations in the Balkans, Afghanistan, the Central African 
Republic and Chad. In politics, he has extensive experience in diplomacy, 
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negotiations and communication, skills that are essential for managing 
and resolving conflicts in a peaceful manner.231  

In 2012, Mehaj was decorated by the Albanian state, specifically by the 
Albanian Army. In 2023, in his capacity of minister of defence in Kosova, 
he was decorated by the German Army as one of the rare non-German 
personalities with the military order Cross of Honour in Gold. Mehaj’s 
father, Kadri Mehaj, who was an activist, was a friend of Backer and 
Gjøtterud.  

Below, the first photo is from the Albanian state honour ceremony in 
2012, and the second photo is from the German state honour ceremony in 
2023.  

 

    

 

Unfortunately, although the Belgrade government had requested the 
ICJ’s assessment of Kosova’s declaration of independence, it did not 
ruminate on the decision that the independence was legal. On the 
contrary, Serbia reiterated its position and declared that it would never 
recognize Kosova’s independence, persevering in its claims to a historical 
right to the land. Serbia’s claim of historical rights over Kosova is 
unfounded and completely ignores the period before the Serbian 
occupation and rule of Kosova, as if the territory had been empty and 
uninhabited before the Serb invasion. In other words, Serbian 
historiography legitimizes Serbian historical references to Kosova, 
claiming Kosova as the so-called cradle of Serbia, extending from the 
medieval Serbian kingdom at the end of the 12th century to 1389. Even if 

 
231 Center for security and resilience (UTSYN): Armend Mehaj: https://www.prosjektutsyn.no/en/ 
fagprofil/armend-mehaj/ 

https://www.prosjektutsyn.no/en/fagprofil/armend-mehaj/
https://www.prosjektutsyn.no/en/fagprofil/armend-mehaj/
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we were to accept, as a criterion, Serbia’s historical rights over Kosova, 
there are other implications. Bulgaria, for example, can claim to have far 
greater rights, having ruled its territory earlier, before 850 until the early 
11th century. In addition, Turkey can claim even more historical rights 
over Kosova than Serbia, because Kosova was under Ottoman rule from 
1389 to 1912, a much longer period.232 Regarding this approach of Serbian 
historiography concerning Kosova, English historian Noel Malcolm 
writes the following: “Medieval Kosovo is often referred to in general 
terms as the ‘cradle of the Serbs’, as if it had been a Serb heartland from 
the outset; but the reality was rather different. Just over 800 years separate 
the arrival of the Serbs in the Balkans in the seventh century from the final 
Ottoman conquest in the 1450s: out of those eight centuries, Kosovo was 
Serb-ruled for only the last two - and - a half - less than one - third of the 
entire period. Bulgarian khans or tsars held Kosovo from the 850s until 
the early eleventh century, and Byzantine Emperors until the final decades 
of the twelfth”. 233  

Many foreign scholars consider that the Albanian population inhabited 
the territory of Kosova before it was conquered in the Slavic intrusion, 
regardless of the demographic variables of the Albanian population in 
Kosova. For example, Norwegian Balkanologist Svein Mønnesland 
considers that the influx of Slavs in Kosova transpired to the detriment of 
Albanians and other populations. Indeed, he writes, “In the depths of the 
Balkans, the Slavs assimilated some populations, but some, such as the 
Albanians and the Vlachs, moved up into the mountains and managed to 
survive”. 234 After the invasion of the Balkans, the Serbs organized into two 
states during the year 1000. One centre was Raška, near present-day Novi 
Pazar in Serbia. The other centre was Dioclea (Dukla) or Zeta, in present-
day Montenegro, 235 a land originally populated by Illyrians. 236 Malcolm 
considers that Kosova, during this period, was not within the state centre 
of Raška, which the Serbs controlled, because “the Serbian expansion into 
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Kosovo began in earnest only in the late 12th century”.237 Furthermore, 
Malcolm considers the Battle of Marica in 1371 to be more important 
historically than the Battle of Kosova, having paved the way for the 
general conquest of the Balkans by the Ottoman Empire. He posits that 
this particular defeat must have had a significant impact on the Serbs, as 
they lost the most important occupied territories in Macedonia.238  

Serbian and Albanian historians disagree about the composition of the 
army led by Lazarus at the battle of Kosova in 1389. Serbian historiography 
assigns little to no importance to, and only briefly mentions, Albanians’ 
involvement in the ranks of Lazars’ military forces against the forces of 
the Ottoman Empire. In contrast, Albanian historiography focuses on the 
Albanians’ participation in this battle. Moreover, early Ottoman 
chronicles written in the 15th century prove that Albanians and people of 
other non-Serb ethnicities participated in Lazars’ army. 239  

Regarding the long historical continuity of Albanians, American 
scholar Edwin Jacques starts his study with the prehistoric Pelasgians. As 
proof of their existence, Jacques relies on early historians, geographers, 
poets, and playwrights, including Homer, Herodotus, Thucydides, 
Dionysus of Halicarnassus, Plutarch, Strabo, Hesiod, Aeschylus, 
Sophocles, Euripides, and Cyrus. Jacques reveals that Pelasgian, being an 
ancient term and one that is not suitable for historical tracing, has led 
many young scholars to replace the term Pelasgian with the term pre-
Hellenic.240 Among others, Jacques considers that: “. (….)..Like Homer, 
Virgil presented both protagonists of the Trojan tragedy as Pelasgians 
rather than Greeks. He declared that the Dardanian King Priam of Troy 
was, like other Trojan kings, Pelasgian (ibid., 1:1.624). Aeneas also was 
Dardanian (ibid., 1:1.494, 617) and therefore Pelasgian, as were most of 
the Trojans….(….)…Although these great epic poems of Homer and 
Virgil may not be acceptable as history, they do preserve a remarkable 
record of the Pelasgian civilization of that early period. The reader quickly 
discovers that these Albanian forebears of 1000 b.c. were by no means 
slouching anthropoids or uncouth troglodytes….(…). One dramatic 

 
237 Malcolm 2001: 26 
238 Ibid: 59 
239 Ibid: 63 
240 Jacques 1995: 53-64 



208 

episode at Troy paralleled precisely the “besa” obligation stillinviolable in 
the northern mountains of Albania. Diomedes of Argos, advancing for 
single combat, recognized his opponent as the son of a former houseguest. 
He refused to fight him, but “planted his spear in the earth” and declared 
them “guest-friends”, whereupon they leaped forward to clasp hands and 
pledge their faith by exchanging pieces of armor as gifts (6:72). It becomes 
obvious that chivalry did not originate at King Arthur's Round Table.”241 

Jacques emphasizes that the Roman occupation caused the loss of the 
precious freedom of the descendants of the old Pelasgian population, 
living in Macedonia, Epirus, and Illyria, and a part of this proto-Albanian 
population shrank to their castles in the mountains242. The long Proto -
Albanian (Illyrian) resistance led by Kings Agron, Teuta, and Gent, 
against the Roman Empire had gained notice, even after the subjugation 
of Illyria by Rome.243 Thus, it was no surprise that the Praetorian Guard 
recruited many Illyrian soldiers, and that Illyrians produced some of the 
most important figures within the hierarchy of the Roman-Byzantine 
Empire.244 

Malcolm considers that Albanian and Greek are the only languages 
that have survived from an ancient Balkan language, and the proper 
names – toponyms, names of people and tribes that are preserved in Latin 
or Greek inscriptions as well as in the works of ancient historians – 
constitute valuable evidence for the connection of Albanian with 
Illyrian. 245 The well-known Greek historian Dhimitri Bethanis considers 
Albanians and Greeks to have old kinship ties. Bethanis takes his point of 
departure from the sources of the ancient Greek historians such as 
Thucydides, which proves that the Illyrians fought alongside the Greeks 
in the Peloponnesian War. Bethany sees it as a testament to the kinship 
between the Illyrians and the Greeks because he argues that the Greeks 
did not allow the barbarians to intervene in a civil war, whichever side 
they took, unless they considered them “their people”.246 
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Gradually, under the rule of the Roman Empire, the Proto-Albanians 
(Illyrians) became Christianized and, after the division of the Roman 
Empire in 395 AD, they fell under the rule of the Byzantine Empire.247 
The religious rivalry between Constantinople and Rome had influenced 
the Proto - Albanians (Illyrians), as they found themselves to be 
geographically between these two major political centres and under the 
pressure of both; therefore, they remained religiously fragile. Additionally, 
the Greek and Roman languages were dominant, so Illyrians could not 
compete linguistically with either by using Illyrian as a written 
language. 248 

Malcolm argues that the retraction of proto – Albanians (Illyrians) in 
mountain areas may have contributed to their cultural continuity. In 
respect to this, he writes: “This is why the purest element of Albanian 
vocabulary refers to mountains, high-altitude plants and shepherding: the 
point is not that the proto - Albanians had never lived any other sort of 
life, but that the only ones who survived as Albanian-speakers did so 
precisely because that was the sort of isolated and independent life they 
led, probably for several centuries. The Illyrians who lived on the coastal 
plains were Romanized, like the ones on the Dalmatian coast and indeed 
in most areas of Yugoslavia. By the time the Slavs began arriving in the 
sixth century, there were only scattered pockets of speakers of the old 
‘barbarian’ languages left anywhere in the Balkans, and all of them were 
in mountainous regions”. 249  

After the conquest by the Ottoman Empire, the conversion of a 
considerable number of Albanians to Islam took place gradually, similar 
to the Albanians’ Christianization under the Roman and the Byzantine 
empires. This has mainly been the result of the fact that Albanians, due to 
successive invasions since antiquity and historical circumstances in 
general (which have also contributed to the assimilation of a large part of 
them), have not managed to have their own church in their own language 
(as other Balkan peoples have). In this sense, the Islamization of the 
Albanians contributed to slowing down the further assimilation process of 
the Albanians. Several scholars and foreign researchers have addressed 
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this topic. For example, Mønnesland considers that: “It is debatable what 
the reason was for the Islamization of Albanians. It has been partly 
explained that the tax system had changed, making it difficult for non-
Muslims to cope with tax pressure. But it is likely that the Turks also used 
violence, in contrast to what was common, probably because the 
Albanians were insurgents. The main reason was that Catholic Albanians 
posed a threat to the Ottoman Empire as potential allies with Venice. For 
this reason, the strongest persecution was against Catholic Albanians, 
especially after they rebelled and supported Venice during the wars at the 
end of the 16th century. Some of them moved to Kosovo, where even 
today there are groups of Albanian Catholics (Mother Teresa, actually 
Agnes Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, comes from an Albanian Catholic family)”.250 

As they had done in the Roman Empire and later in the Byzantine 
Empire, the Albanians produced some of the most important figures in the 
Ottoman Empire. One of them was Mehmet Ali Pasha, the governor of 
the Elayet of Egypt, the founder of modern Egypt, and the occupier of 
many other high positions, up to prime minister (grand vizier). German-
American historian Bernard J. Fischer infers that much when he writes 
the following: “Fully one-fifth of all Grand Viziers, some thirty of them, 
were Albanians.”251 In much the same manner, Albanians also 
contributed to the independence of Greece. According to British historian 
Eric Hobsbawm: “…if we were to suppose that the Greek mountaineers 
who rose against the Turks in Byron’s day were nationalists, which is 
admittedly improbable, we cannot fail to note that some of their most 
formidable fighters were not Hellenes but Albanians (the Suliotes).”252 
Regarding the long historical continuity of the Albanians, the Swiss 
historian Oliver Schmitt, in an interview, states among other things: 
“There are many elements that indicate the existence of continuity. In fact, 
archaeology, linguistics, and more recently, paleogenetics clearly show 
that the core of the Albanian people — that is, the Albanian or proto-
Albanian population — has been present in the central Balkans from 
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antiquity to the present day. (…) My main message is that today, even 
international scholarship acknowledges the continuity and autochthony of 
the Albanians as a well-established historical fact, especially when 
compared with other peoples — particularly the Slavs. This is also one of 
the reasons why Albanian history is so fascinating. (…) Language has 
played a key role in shaping Albanian identity. The proto-Albanians and 
their descendants have preserved their language under various imperial 
rules — Roman, Byzantine, and especially Ottoman - while also playing 
a significant role within those empires.  For this reason, I think that, in a 
European context, the Albanians can only be compared to the Basques of 
Spain. (…).”253 

Consequently, historical circumstances have influenced Albanians as 
an ethnic group to be continuously exposed to religious fragmentation, 
assimilation, and absorption, and thereby to contribute more to others 
than to themselves in the process. These experiences have shaped 
Albanians’ socio-political preconditions for nation-building in such a way 
that, later, during the nationalism era and nation-building process, they 
appear weaker than other Balkan people. Nevertheless, many Albanians 
managed to preserve linguistic continuity and historical memory, which 
was used as a basis for their nation-building. For this same reason, the 
ideologists of Albanian nationalism bestowed special importance on 
language as the most unifying factor for Albanians. 254 About this, 
Hobsbawm argues the following: “Albanians, living under rival cultural 
influences since classical antiquity, and divided among three or (if we 
include the locally centred Islamic cult of the Bektashi) even four rival 
religions: Islam, Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism. It was natural for 
the pioneers of Albanian nationalism to seek an Albanian cultural identity 
in language, since religion, and indeed almost everything else in Albania, 
seemed divisive rather than unifying”255  

Therefore, it is within this historical–political and social context that 
Pashko Vasë Shkodrani’s postulate should be weighed. He wrote that “the 
religion of the Albanians is Albanianism” in his poem titled Oh Albania, 
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Poor Albania (1880). In its essence, this postulate, which had a great 
impact, was a call for Albanians’ national unity and interfaith harmony 
and did not oppose religions as a value in themselves. The author of the 
poem criticizes certain priests and hodjas, who, through religious 
divisions, pushed to further assimilate Albanians into other nations, and 
he does not at all appeal to atheism as some interpret it, because he refers 
to God with respect, as seen at the end of his poem. In other words, the 
author reminds his people that the identity of Albanians was not a product 
of religion, as in the case of other peoples in the Balkans. He describes the 
nation as a mother defiled by foreigners and appeals to the Albanians to 
act against this dishonour: “Once you were a great lady. The men of the 
world called you mother….But today, Albania, tell me, how are you 
faring now? Like an oak tree, felled to the ground!... Some say ‘I am Turk,’ 
others ‘I am Latin,’ Some ‘'I am Greek,’ others ‘I am Slav’. But you are 
brothers, all of you, my hapless people! The priests and the hodjas have 
deceived you, To divide you and keep you poor…..Come, let us lament 
poor Albania. Who is without honour and reputation. She has become a 
widow, a woman with no husband. She is like a mother who has never 
had a son! Who has the heart to let her die. Once such a heroine, and 
today so weak? This beloved mother, are we to abandon her. To be 
trampled underfoot by the foreigners? No, no! No one wishes such shame. 
All dread such misfortune! Before Albania is thus forlorn. Let all our 
heroes perish with rifle in hand. Awaken, Albania, wake from your 
slumber. Let us all, as brothers, swear a common oath. And not look to 
church or mosque. The religion of the Albanian is Albanianism! From Bar 
down to Preveza. Everywhere let the sun spend its warmth and rays. This 
is our land, left to us by our forefathers. Let no one touch us for we are all 
to die! Let us die like men as our forefathers once did. And not bring 
shame upon ourselves before God!”.256 

Unlike neighbouring countries in which nation-building was raised 
mainly on religious grounds, such as Serbia, Greece, and Bulgaria, 
Albanian nation-building, being inspired by Western countries’ ideas of 
nation-building and due to historical circumstances, was raised mainly on 
moderate secularism, based on history, language, and interfaith harmony 
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and respect. Therefore, compared to neighbouring nations that are 
somewhat closed, the Albanian nation is a more open nation, in terms of 
national content with a high level of voluntarism, because a particular 
religion is not an exclusive criterion for being a member of the Albanian 
nation. In this regard, many Albanian religious leaders - Catholic, 
Muslim, and Orthodox - made significant contributions during the 
Albanian nation-building.257 

In this context, it is important to highlight that Albania’s protection of 
Jews during World War II can be attributed in large part to longstanding 
cultural traditions among Albanians, as noted by Jacques. Central among 
these is Besa, a traditional code of honor, along with a deeply rooted ethos 
of interfaith harmony. These values contributed to Albania becoming one 
of the few European countries where Jews found refuge during the 
Holocaust. This phenomenon was also acknowledged by Herman 
Bernstein, who served as the United States Ambassador to Albania at the 
time. In his observations, Bernstein wrote: “There is no trace of any 
discrimination against Jews in Albania, because Albania happens to be 
one of the rare lands in Europe today where religious prejudice and hate 
do not exist, even though Albanians themselves are divided into three 
faiths.”258  

Below is a passage with a citation from Ambassador Bernstein, taken 
from the official website of Yad Vashem – The World Holocaust 
Remembrance Center: 
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    It is worth noting that during the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s, 
some of the world’s most prominent human rights activists, politicians, 
diplomats, and military officials began to draw parallels between 
Slobodan Milošević’s hatred toward Albanians and anti-Semitism. These 
included figures such as Kristoffer Gjøtterud, as well as several individuals 
of Jewish descent—among them Aleksander Gleichgewicht, one of the 
dissidents of the Polish Solidarity who later served as information 
secretary of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee; U.S. congressmen Tom 
Lantos, Eliot Engel, Benjamin Gilman, and Nita Lowey; and a number of 
senior U.S. diplomats and military officials, including Madeleine 
Albright, Richard Holbrooke, Wesley Clark, James Rubin, and William 
Cohen. As a result, their empathy and commitment to supporting the 
Albanian people grew even stronger, becoming intertwined with a sense 
of historical gratitude rooted in the fact that, during the Second World War, 
Albanians were among the very few nations in Europe who protected Jews, 
offering them refuge and safety.259 
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It is also worth noting that the heritage of the Orthodox Churches in 
Kosova is not only Serbian but also Albanian, as an autochthonous 
population in Kosova. In an interview for Serbian TV on September 6, 
2023, Serbian politician Nenad CČanak said, “The biggest deception is in 
the so-called identity of the Serbian people, which is being used for 
political purposes through forgeries. There is no Serbian monastery in 
Kosovo. They are orthodox monasteries. Then there is another thing that 
the Serbs adopted.…”.260 During the aforementioned interview for 
Kosova TV, the well-known Serbian writer and former politician Vuk 
Drašković said, “…as early as the 15th century, Lekë Dukagjini in his 
Canon ordered that churches and monasteries be protected in the same 
way as Albanians protect their houses. In the Canon of Lekë Dukagjini it 
is written: Churches and monasteries have neither fire nor sword, 
therefore they must be protected. I have taken up this subject and I have 
studied it as a writer. Within a few centuries, around a thousand 
Albanians were killed while they were protecting churches and 
monasteries from thieves across Kosovo. Well, these thieves were Turks, 
Albanians, Serbs, and who knows what else. This is because it was said 
that there was gold, silver, etc. in the churches. So, they were protecting 
those churches. The Serbian population in Kosovo called these protectors 
voivodes of monasteries. In 1983, while I was standing in the Patriarchate 
of Peja (Kosovo) in a popular assembly, I was watching the arrival of an 
Albanian voivode of the monastery, whom the nuns received with great 
honors. He even had his own room inside the Patriarchate of Peja. King 
Alexander, after the creation of the first Yugoslavia, awarded the highest 
state honors to 20 descendants of the Albanian voivodes of the 
monasteries. The people in Serbia do not know this. Truth heals….” 261. 

There also exists a long religious tradition and ethnohistory in the area. 
For example, on August 14, 2023, archaeologists made a remarkable 
discovery in Kosova: A mixed team of international and local experts led 
by Professor Christophe J. Goddard has unearthed a monumental 
inscription of historical importance, dedicated to the Byzantine Emperor 
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Justinian, at the archaeological site of Ulpiana during excavations. This 
inscription dedication by Emperor Justinian (527–565 AD) and his wife 
Theodora of an “Urbem Dardania”, which means “city in Dardania”, is 
one of the very few Latin dedications of the imperial couple in the late 
Roman world. Despite being a relatively young country, Kosova’s 
territory has a rich history. In Roman times, Ulpiana served as the 
country’s political, monetary, and cultural hub. This Roman-pre-
Byzantine settlement, which is located about eleven kilometers southeast 
of Pristina, is also considered a Roman-Illyrian city. Archaeological 
excavations have taken place there since 1954. Traces of pre-Roman life 
were discovered during archaeological excavations from 2009 to 2011. 
Ulpiana was an important place for the Dardan Kingdom and was 
inhabited by the Dardan and Illyrians during the Classical period. The 
unearthing of this mosaic, as well as the discovery of an imposing 
episcopal basilica in 2022, are the concrete results of an EU-funded project 
titled “The European Archaeological Mission in Kosova: from Ulpiana to 
Justiniana Secunda”, which is expected to conclude in December 2024. 
According to archaeologists, this provides evidence of the Dardanian 
origin of the great Byzantine emperor. Emperor Justinian (527–565) was 
born in Tauresium, believed to be near present-day Skopje.262 
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    This archaeological discovery that includes the name Dardania was also 
mentioned by historian Noel Malcolm during an interview for Kosova 
TV’s “Pressing T7”. He said, “... I think it is very important for every 
society to know about its origin as far back as possible, and of course in 
the case of the Albanians, they are, apart from the Greeks, the only people 
of the Balkans who have a clear origin in the pre-Roman civilization and 
pre-Roman societies, in this case Dardanians, who were a branch of the 
Illyrians. So, this is an extremely important matter and I’m sure that the 
archaeologist and ancient historians will be looking for the implications of 
this very carefully....”.263 

At the same time, it should be borne in mind that the Albanian nation 
is multi-religious, and a significant number of Albanians have Orthodox 
religious affiliations. An interesting fact about the religious affiliation of 
the national hero of the Albanians, Gjergj Kastrioti (commonly known as 
Skanderbeg), is that he lived as an Orthodox Christian child, developed 
into a young man and military commander as a Muslim, and fought and 
died as a Catholic Christian king. Skanderbeg met the three religions to 
which the Albanian people belong. 

Skanderbeg was not only a skilled military leader, but he was also 
regarded as a capable statesman. He converted to Catholicism in order to 
gain support from the Papacy, aiming to strengthen the medieval Albanian 
kingdom. During this period, the majority of Balkan populations had been 
reduced to vassalage under the authority of the Ottoman Sultan. There 
have been tendencies to portray Skanderbeg solely as a religious figure, 
but this is not accurate. Had he been concerned only with religion, he 
would likely have returned to the Orthodox faith and perhaps become a 
monk or priest, like his brother Reposh Kastrioti, an Orthodox 
monk/priest. This does not mean that nations, in the modern sense, 
existed in Skanderbeg’s time, or that he thought like a typical nationalist. 
However, it does show that he was deeply concerned with the 
establishment of an Albanian kingdom and had a clear awareness of the 
historical legacy of the proto-Albanians.264 As an example of this, It is 
worth mentioning a testimony, as a primary source, from Skanderbeg 
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himself: the correspondence that he wrote to the Prince of Taranto, 
Giovanni Antonio Orsini: “... if our chronicles do not lie to us, we are 
called Epirotes and you should know that, in other times, our ancestors 
went to the place you hold today and had great battles with the Romans 
and we know that most of the time they parted with honor rather than 
shame...”265 Skanderbeg’s mention of the ethnic past, implicitly referring 
to the Pyrrhus of Epirus, does not prove the existence of the Albanian 
nation in the Skanderbeg period, because nations are modern phenomena. 
Nor does it testify to Albanian nationalism in the Skanderbeg period, in 
the sense of the nationalist doctrine of the rigid distinction between “us” 
and “them”, because nationalism is a modern phenomenon of the late 
17th and early 18th centuries. However, it testifies to the subjective 
memory and the awareness of the ancient historical continuity of the 
Albanian ethnicity that, later, at the start of the 18th century, became the 
basis for the nation-building of the Albanians. 266 

Scanderbeg statues, describing him as “the Defender of Western 
Civilization”, stand in half a dozen European capitals. On October 27, 
2005, the U.S. Congress issued a resolution “honoring the 600th 
anniversary of the birth of Scanderbeg, statesman, diplomat, and military 
genius, for his role in saving Western Europe from Ottoman occupation”. 
In this resolution, which was based on the assessment of the noted British 
historian Edward Gibbon, Scanderbeg was included alongside the names 
of Alexander the Great and Pyrrhus: 267 
    Below is a facsimile of the resolution adopted by the U.S. Congress:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
265 Frashëri 2005: 110 
266 Lekaj 2021: 55-56 
267 Congress.gov: “H.Res.522 - Honoring the 600th anniversary of the birth of Gjergj Castrioti 
(Scanderbeg), statesman, diplomat, and military genius, for his role in saving Western Europe from 
Ottoman occupation” (2005-2006): https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-
resolution/522/text 

http://congress.gov/


219 

 
 
 
    Led by their hero, Skanderbeg (1405–1468), the Albanians resisted the 
Ottoman occupation for more than 20 years. After the occupation, some 
Albanians moved to Italy, Romania, Bulgaria, and Ukraine. The diaspora 
settled in Italy and Romania proved particularly influential in the 
Albanian nation-building process of the 18th century. These communities 
played a pivotal role in preserving a collective historical memory and 
fostering cultural continuity, which they successfully transmitted across 
generations and into the present day. 

Serbian historiography also does not take into account the migrations 
of other people in the Balkans, similar to that of Serbs in 1690, especially 
the contraction, assimilation, and migration of Albanians throughout 
history. These movements were a result of conquests and foreign rule since 
antiquity, including the displacements of Albanians after the death of 
Skanderbeg, to Italy, Romania, Bulgaria, and Ukraine. Regarding the 
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latter (1468), scholar Roel Schuyt writes, “Albanian migration to Italy and 
Romania to some extent can be compared to velikaseoba – Great Migration 
– in 1690”.268  

Serbian historiography claims that in 1690, during the so-called great 
migration from Kosova (Velika Seoba), an estimated 500,000 Serbs were 
displaced. The background to this event was the attack and expulsion of 
local Ottoman forces from the Kosova area by an army of the Habsburg 
Empire in the autumn of 1689. In early 1690, Ottoman forces pushed the 
Austrian army to withdraw from Kosova and, a few months later, also 
from their headquarters in Niš and Belgrade. Along with the Austrian 
forces, a number of Serb refugees fled from Kosova to Hungary, led by the 
Patriarch of Peja, Arsenije III Crnojević. Based on the correspondence 
between Patriarch Arsenije and Emperor Leopold, Malcolm finds that the 
number of displaced people was greatly exaggerated in Serbian 
historiography because the Patriarch, petitioning for help from the 
Emperor, mentions only 30,000 exiles in Hungary, including men, 
women, and children. Moreover, based on another letter sent to Leopold’s 
heir, the Patriarch refers to approximately 40,000 people.269 Furthermore, 
these refugees were not only from Kosova. Regarding these events, 
Malcolm writes the following: “The largest element must surely have 
come from the Nis region, the Morava valley and the area of Belgrade. (A 
comparison between the Ottoman tax registers before and after the period 
1688 - 90 for the sanjak of Belgrade shows that the non-Muslim population 
there fell by seven- eighths.) Other parts of central Serbia must also have 
contributed their refugees, as the geographical spread of the Serb 
dignitaries who met in June 1690 - and much other evidence besides - 
suggests. It is hard to believe, therefore, that more than one-quarter of the 
total refugee population came from Kosovo itself. No doubt many more 
had fled; many of those trying to travel long distances may have died on 
route, but some were probably just taking refuge in the hills, as they had 
done at previous times of crisis, to return home sooner or later. And of 
those who did get as far as Hungary, a minority (perhaps only a small one) 
were either Slav-speaking Catholics, or Albanian-speaking Catholics, or 

 
268 Roel Schuyt: “Greeks, Albanians, Romanians and Vlachs: Antagonism and Symbiosis in the 
nineteenth century”, p.2 (n.d.): http://cf.hum.uva.nl/natlearn/Balkan/athens_schuyt.html  
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Albanian-speaking Muslims, or even Muslim Slavs. Toma Raspasani, 
writing in 1693 about the Catholics of Kosovo, observed that many had 
gone to the district of Budapest, ‘where most of them died, some of 
hunger, others of disease’. Austrian military records mention ‘Arnauts in 
Imperial service’ in December 1690 and March 1691; and a document of 
February 1693 states that on the island of Szent Endre there are ‘a large 
number of Rascians, among whom are there apparently also Turks [i.e. 
Muslims]’. These pro-Austrian Muslims and Arnauts deserve, one may 
feel, a little more recognition from the history books than they have 
hitherto been allowed to receive”. 270  

On August 30, 2024, a statue of Skanderbeg was inaugurated in Sicily, 
Italy, specifically in Hora e Arbëreshëvet (the Village of the Arbëresh), 
known today as Piana degli Albanesi. This village was founded in 1488, 
marking the 20th anniversary of Skanderbeg’s death. The statue, sculpted 
by Gëzim Muriqi, was the result of an initiative led by the Albanian 
Association ‘Hora e Skënderbeut’ in Switzerland, together with its 
supporters. It stands as a gesture of gratitude and respect for the significant 
contributions of the Arbëresh of Italy, including their solidarity in opening 
their homes and generous hearts to Albanian refugees during the Kosova 
War of 1998–1999. 

Below are several photographs from the event. The first and second 
images, taken in the main square of Piana degli Albanesi, feature the 
newly erected statue of Skanderbeg, surrounded by numerous joyful local 
residents and guests from Albania, Kosova, and members of the Albanian 
diaspora from nearly every corner of the world - some of whom were even 
dancing. In the third photograph, from right to left: Nufri Lekaj, Rosario 
Petta (Mayor of the Municipality of Hora e Arbëreshëvet), and Fatmir 
Lekaj. In the fourth photograph, from right to left: Nufri Lekaj, Lulëzim 
Jashari (son of Adem Jashari), and Fatmir Lekaj. In the fifth photograph, 
from right to left: Fatmir Lekaj, Gëzim Muriqi (sculptor of the statue), and 
Nufri Lekaj. In images six, seven and eight, Nufri and Fatmir are pictured 
together with several of the event’s initiators, supporters, collaborators, 
and friends. 

 
270 Ibid: 167-168 
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It is worth noting that the history of Albanians and Serbs in Kosova is 
not entirely black and white. In the past, they often lived peacefully 
alongside one another, and there are instances in which they fought 
together against common enemies - for example, during the Battle of 
Kosova in 1389 against the Ottoman Empire, and again during the Second 
World War against Nazi fascist forces. 271 The roots of the conflict between 
Serbian regimes and Albanians can be traced back to the Načertanije 
project.272 

The Serbian state national project Načertanije was drafted in 1844 by 
Serbia’s Minister of Interior Ilija Garašanin and aimed to form a Greater 
Serbia that would include parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Kosova, Macedonia, northern Albania, and parts of Croatia and 
Bulgaria. 273 Similar to Mussolini’s fascist project for the rebuilding of the 
Roman Empire and Hitler’s Nazi project, as the most prominent examples 
of the misuse of nationalist ideology, the project of Garašanin was based 
on the rebuilding of the Medieval Serbian Empire of Stefan Dušani. This 
project of Garašanin, was also an important forerunner of later Yugoslav 
concepts. In this regard, the Swiss researcher Viktor Meier states, 
“Without doubt, Serbian policy over all the decades until the collapse of 
the first Yugoslavia in 1941 followed, more or less, the lines sketched by 
Garašanin”. 274 Similarly, the American sociologist Rogers Brubaker 
argues, “Just as Russians viewed the Soviet Union as a whole (and not 
just the Russians republic) as `their` state, so Serbs viewed the Yugoslav 
state as a whole (and not just Serbia) as their own, regarding internal 
boundaries as insignificant or `merely administrative.`275  

In other words, in the case of the former Yugoslavia, the Serbian 
nationalist expansionist project Načertanije (1844) as well as the project 
of the Serbian Cultural Club in Belgrade (1936) have been the main causes 
of the failure to achieve lasting peace and political, democratic, and 
economic development in former Yugoslavia. Those projects, especially 
the political approach taken by their followers – Nikola Pašić, Vasa 
CČubrillović, Aleksandar Ranković, Slobodan Milošević, and others – who 
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misused, politicized, and criminalized even the Serbian Orthodox Church, 
shaped the Serbian fascist policy towards others, especially Albanians. 
Without these instigators, national issues in the former Yugoslavia were 
more likely to be resolved with less conflict, similar to the case of the 
Scandinavian people. 276 

In fact, during the late 17th and early 18th centuries, the entry into the 
era of nationalism (nation-building) fuelled the beginning of the nation-
building process in the Balkans, where nationalist ideology was misused 
to the extreme, especially after the Russo–Turkish Agreement of 1878 
(Treaty of San Stefano). In this regard, the process of creating nation - 
states in the Balkans and elsewhere resulted in painful consequences that 
included crimes, ethnic cleansing, and persecution against Albanians, 
Armenians, and Kurds. Similar consequences, caused by the misuse of 
nationalist ideology, were repeated during the Second World War against 
Jews, Roma, and others, and during the break-up of federal Yugoslavia in 
the 1990s against Bosnians, and Albanians. 277 

Unlike Načertanije, the national project of the Albanian League of 
Prizren (1878) aimed to liberate and unify the Albanian-majority vilayets 
into one state and not to expand, assimilate, or ethnic cleanse others. It 
would have been similar to Načertanije if the project had sought to expand 
or enlarge Albanian territories in line with territories formerly inhabited 
by Illyrians. The national project of the Albanian League of Prizren (1878) 
was also a key factor behind the intensification of Albanian uprisings for 
independence against the Ottoman Empire from 1878 onward.278 

It is therefore important to emphasize that, from the beginning of the 
nationalist era – the late 17th and early 18th centuries – there was no 
conflict between the Albanian and Turkish people. Instead, this period 
was characterized by continuous efforts of the Albanian National 
Movement to achieve national rights and liberation from Ottoman Empire 
rule, which resulted in the declaration of independence of Albania in 1912. 
In much the same way, there was no conflict between the Albanian and 
Serbian people after the occupation of Kosova by the Serbian state in 1912, 
but there were continuous efforts by the Albanian National Movement for 
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the liberation of Albanians in Kosova from the oppressive regimes of 
Belgrade. This continuous striving of the Albanians beginning in 1912 
culminated with the legitimate KLA war and, finally, with the liberation 
of Kosova (1999).279  

Therefore, a distinction must be made that in the period from 1912 to 
1999, on the one hand, the policy of the Serbian state – in a state-organized 
manner, through state programmes for the expulsion and extermination 
of Albanians, including the colonization of Kosova, had consistently 
killed, massacred, deported, imprisoned, persecuted, and discriminated 
against Albanians. On the other hand, the Albanian National Movement 
for the Liberation of Kosova, beginning in 1912 and culminating in the 
formation of the KLA, was a continuous liberation attempt, with a clear 
programme against the Serbian state policy and not against the Serbian 
civilian population. At the same time, everyone should be clear about the 
fact that in the period between 1912- and 1999, the crimes and oppression 
against Albanians, organized and systematically implemented by the 
Serbian state, cannot be compared and equated with any individual 
revenge by Albanians (isolated examples), mainly because their land had 
been taken away and their family members had been killed or raped. And 
it should not be forgotten (without delving into history back to 1912) that 
in 1998 - 1999 alone, an estimated 10,000 Albanian civilians were killed, 
hundreds of Albanians were massacred, thousands of women were raped, 
approximately 1 million Albanians were deported, and about 100,000 
houses were burned and destroyed.280 

Finally, it is worth noting that just as Serbia’s claim to historical rights 
over Kosova is unfounded, so too are its arguments regarding legal rights. 
In reality, the facts demonstrate that Kosova was never legally part of 
Serbia. Regarding this, Malcolm stated the following in an interview: 
“…legally, Kosovo was not incorporated into the Serbian kingdom in 
1912; it remained occupied territory until some time after 1918. Then, 
finally, it was incorporated, not into a Serbian state, but into a Yugoslav 
one. And with one big interruption (the second world war) it remained 
part of some sort of Yugoslav state until June 2006. Until the destruction 
of the old federal Yugoslavia by Milošević, Kosovo had a dual status. It 
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was called a part of Serbia; but it was also called a unit of the federation. 
In all practical ways, the latter sense prevailed: Kosovo had its own 
parliament and government, and was directly represented at the federal 
level, alongside Serbia. It was, in fact, one of the eight units of the federal 
system. Almost all the other units have now become independent states. 
Historically, the independence of Kosovo just completes that process. 
Therefore, Kosovo has become an ex-Yugoslav state, as any historian 
could tell you”.281 

Kosova, ultimately, grounded in the Martti Ahtisaari Plan (2007) and 
the ruling of the International Court of Justice (2010), constitutes an 
independent state and a polity that belongs to all its citizens, irrespective 
of ethnic and religious differences. In this respect, the Ahtisaari Plan 
should not remain an isolated example that applies only to Kosova but as 
a point of reference for the region and beyond, ensuring a fairer 
organization and reorganization of political communities between 
majorities and minorities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
281 The Guardian: “Is Kosovo Serbia? We ask a historian” (2008): https://amp.theguardian.com/ 
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KOSOVA POSTHUMOUSLY AWARDS THE PRESIDENTIAL 
MEDAL TO BERIT BACKER FOR HER CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF KOSOVA 
 

Demaçi’s last official visit abroad was to Norway. On December 5, 
2014, he met the director of the department for the Western Balkans, 
Haakon Blankenborg, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, accompanied by 
the organizer of this meeting, Nufri Lekaj, and by Hajdin Abazi. During 
his stay in Norway, Demaçi visited Backer’s grave, as was his custom. 
During his visits to Norway, Demaçi also regularly stopped by to see 
Berit’s mother, Ina Backer, until her death in 1996. 

Below is the first photo from the meeting at the NMFA. In the second 
photo are Adem Demaçi and Ina Backer during one of Demaçi’s previous 
visits to Norway. In the third and fourth photos, Adem Demaçi visits the 
grave of Backer during one of his previous visits to Norway. The fifth 
photo depicts Adem Demaçi during his last visit to Norway in December 
2014, together with his associate for many years, Nufri Lekaj, when they 
visited the common grave of Berit Backer and Ina Backer. 
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The last time Nufri Lekaj and his brother Fatmir Lekaj met Demaçi in 
the fall of 2017, a few months before his death, they discussed the 
importance of a formal recognition by the state of Kosova for Backer. 
Previously, Fatmir Lekaj had written in both Kosovar and Albanian 
media about the important role Backer played in the liberation and 
independence of Kosova. He also dedicated his master’s degree in political 
science at the University of Oslo to Berit Backer about 15 years ago.282 
Both brothers had conversations with some of the politicians of Kosova, 
especially with current Prime Minister Albin Kurti, to discuss Backer’s 
significant contribution to Kosova as well as that of many other 
Norwegians. 
    The first photo below shows Nufri (standing), Fatmir (on the right), and 
veteran activist Xhemajl Duraku (on the left) with Adem Demaçi in 
2017—the last time they met him. The second photo shows Fatmir with 
Prime Minister Albin Kurti in 2002, when they discussed the contribution 
of many Norwegians to Kosova over the past four decades. 
 

       
      
 

On May 14, 2018, the state of Kosova posthumously awarded the 
presidential medal to Backer for her contribution to the freedom and 
independence of Kosova. This was the result of Fatmir Lekaj, Nufri Lekaj 

 
282L ekaj, 2011: Etnisk tilhørighet og politisk felleskap – Det internasjonale samfunnets betydning for organiseringen 
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and Fatmir Zymberaj`s initiative and Demaçi`s suggestion to President 
Hashim Thaçi. 

Thaçi is one of the main protagonists in the liberation of Kosova. 
However, Fatmir Lekaj has criticized him publicly in his writings. The 
reason is that the proclamation of Kosova’s independence in 2008 should 
not have been done by Thaçi but by Demaçi, who was the incomparable 
protagonist of Kosova’s liberation and independence. Moreover, Demaçi 
not only was the symbol of the Kosova Albanians’ freedom and equality 
struggle and the former general political representative of the KLA but 
also was an internationally recognized human rights activist. 283 In 1991, 
he was awarded the Sakharov Prize and in 1993, the Club of University 
Rectors in Madrid awarded him the Special Prize for Peace against 
Racism and Xenophobia. In February 1994, five members of the 
Norwegian Parliament nominated Demaçi for the Nobel Prize for 
Literature, while in September he was nominated for the Nobel Prize for 
Peace. On December 14, 1995, Oslo University presented him with the 
Leo Eitinger Prize for Human Rights.284 Nevertheless, the declaration of 
Kosova’s independence on February 17, 2008, was, in fact, a 
reconfirmation of the first declaration of the Republic of Kosova through 
the demonstrations of 1981, which resulted in a popular referendum for 
the Republic of Kosova and a reconfirmation of the declaration of the 
independence of Kosova on July 2, 1990. These three historical acts 
contributed towards the full independence of Kosova. 

On behalf of the Backer family, the presidential medal was accepted by 
the Ambassador of Norway in Kosova, Per Strand Sjaastad, and some of 
Backer’s closest friends and collaborators: Ann Christine Eek, Nufri Lekaj 
and Shkëlzen Kukleci. The same day, some of Backer’s friends and 
associates gathered on the occasion of her posthumous honour.  

In the following, the first four photos are during the posthumous 
decoration of Backer; in the fifth photo, some of her friends and associates 
are depicted at the event. Sitting from right to left are: Adem Demaçi, Ali 
Aliu and Zekë Sinanaj, and standing from the right are: Xelali (Demaçi’s 
companion), Nufri Lekaj, Ann Christine Eek, Fatmir Zymberaj, 
Gazmend Pula, Shkëlzen Maliqi and Shkëlzen Kukleci. 
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The following is a photo from the funeral of Adem Demaçi (on July 28, 
2018), showing Nufri Lekaj with his family (Genc, Pirro, Era and Eltona), 
along with Demaçi’s son, Shqiptar Demaçi, and Demaçi’s companion, 
Xhelal (far right). 
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As mentioned previously, after the liberation of Kosova in 1999, the 
government of Kosova opened its first diplomatic office in Norway, which 
was headed by Nufri Lekaj. He served as the first diplomatic representative 
of Kosova to Norway in 1999–2000. Then, from 2001 to 2008, Lekaj led 
the Kosova office in Norway until the official recognition of Kosova’s 
independence by the Norwegian state, on March 28, 2008. The same year, 
in October 2008, Norway opened its Embassy in Kosova, and the first 
diplomatic representative/chargé d’affaires was Sverre Johan Kvale, who 
served in this role in 2008–2009. Kvale also was Norway’s first 
ambassador to Kosova, in 2009–2011. Continuing, Jan Braathu was 
ambassador in 2011–2016, Per Strand Sjaastad in 2016–2019, Jens Erik 
Grøndahl in 2019–2023, and currently, Andreas Gaarder is the 
ambassador for the Norwegian Embassy in Ankara, also covering Albania 
and Kosova.  

After 11 years, the Kosova Embassy then opened in Norway. In 2019, 
Nufri and Fatmir Lekaj informed the then ambassador of Kosova in 
Norway, Uliks Emra, and later in 2022, the current ambassador of 
Kosova, Nita Luci, about the enormous contributions provided by Backer 
and other Norwegians to Kosova.  

Two photos follow. In the first are two of Backer’s closest friends and 
collaborators, Ann Christine Eek and Nufri Lekaj, who presented Backer’s 
medal to Ambassador Uliks Emra and placed it in the embassy. In the 
second photo, on the occasion of the celebration of the 15th anniversary 
of Kosova’s independence in 2023, Kosova’s ambassador to Norway, Nita 
Luci, expressed a special thanks to Norway in her substantive speech, in 
the presence of many Norwegian guests, for the contribution of Backer 
and all other Norwegians who helped Kosova over the years.  
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    On March 19, 2015, Fatmir Lekaj worked with Bujar Shala, Vlora 
Haxhimehmedi and Liridona Gashi, with the support of Professor 
Gentian Zymberi, Nufri Lekaj, Anila Nuni, Rezarta Gorani, Kosovare 
Olluri, Rudin Gjata, Mensur Sakiri, Eurona Svirca and Gazmend Berisha, 
to establish the Norwegian–Albanian Interdisciplinary Network (NATN; 
Norsk-albansk tverrfaglig nettverk). The establishment of NATN was 
welcomed by Kosova’s Ambassador to Sweden (non-resident for Norway, 
Finland, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, and Iceland), Ilir Dugolli, and by the 
Macedonian Ambassador to Norway, Enver Abdullahi. Both 
ambassadors subsequently paid official visits to NATN, signaling their 
support for the initiative. 

The purpose of the NATN is to contribute to the maintenance and 
strengthening of the Norwegian–Albanian friendship and to facilitate the 
integration of the Albanian community into Norwegian society as a 
whole. This integration includes opposition to any tendency of the 
Albanian community to misuse or politicize religion. At the same time, 
the NATN respects religion as one of the fundamental universal human 
rights and, therefore, respects any religious activity as long as it does not 
conflict with other universal human rights. In addition to the various 
activities organized by the NATN, such as seminars – and with the 
initiative of Bujar Shala and the support of the board members of the 
NATN, including the support of all Albanian organizations in Norway – 
the NATN also designated a special day each year in Oslo to celebrate the 
Albanian–Norwegian friendship. Below are two photos from one of the 
seminars organized by NATN and four photos from one of the 
celebrations in Oslo of the Albanian–Norwegian friendship day:  
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    In mid-2025, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, in cooperation with 
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, marked the 50th anniversary 
of the Helsinki Final Act (August 1975–August 2025). Below is one 
photograph from the event. From left to right in the photo are: Aage 
Borchgrevink, Senior Adviser to the Norwegian Helsinki Committee; 
Berit Lindeman, Secretary General of the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee; Jan Braathu; and Nufri Lekaj. 
    Braathu joined the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1985285 
and has since served in a wide range of diplomatic positions, both within 
the Ministry and at diplomatic missions abroad.286 He served as an 
Adviser on Balkan Affairs (1996-2000), and was also working with the 
Norwegian Foreign Ministry’s OSCE Chairpersonship-in-Office Section 
from 1998 to 2000 on Western Balkan issues.287 In other words, during the 
war in Kosova (1998–1999), when Norway held the Chairmanship of the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), he played 
a significant role in the Norwegian OSCE Chairmanship Section at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, under the leadership of then Foreign Minister, 
Knut Vollebæk. From 2011 to 2016, he served as Norway’s Ambassador 
to Kosova and Albania. Following his ambassadorship, Braathu was 
appointed Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosova, a position he held from 
October 2016 to December 2020. He is currently the sixth OSCE 
Representative on Freedom of the Media, having been appointed in 
December 2024. 
 

 
 

285 United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), “Ambassador Jan 
Braathu,” https://unmik.unmissions.org/ambassador-jan-braathu. 
286 Store norske leksikon, “Jan Braathu,” https://snl.no/Jan_Braathu. 
287 OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, https://rfom.osce.org/node/582373. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

Alongside the developments in Kosova leading up to and following the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, Backer and Gjøtterud, along with their friends and 
international contacts, played crucial roles in the internationalization and 
accurate understanding of the Kosova issue in the framework of the 
Helsinki Process. That is because, in addition to being exceptional human 
rights activists, they were also professionals of integrity, using the most 
objective information available to assess the state of human rights in 
Kosova and providing advice grounded in a thorough analysis of the 
political landscape in the country. This held significant importance, since 
during this time Kosova lacked external support, making the insights of 
foreign experts such as Backer and Gjøtterud crucial for providing 
objective information and advisory perspectives within the frameworks of 
both the Helsinki Civil Process (International Helsinki Federation) and 
the Helsinki Interstate Process (delegations of Western countries under the 
CSCE).  

This initiative for Kosova, coordinated by Backer and Gjøtterud, 
received substantial and ongoing support from the leadership of the NHC, 
including Stein Ivar Ærester, Bjørn Cato Funnemark, Ole Drolsum, 
former Solidarity activist Aleksander Gleichgewicht, Guri Rusten, Bjørn 
Engesland and other NHC personnel such as Tomasz Wacko (also a 
former solidarity activist), Aage Borchgrevink, Gunnar M. Ekeløve-
Slydal, Maria Dahle and Enver Djuliman. Notably, the NHC, along with 
Backer and her team, played a crucial role in organizing the Kosova 
delegation’s inaugural official visit to the West, led by Rugova on 
February 14-18, 1990, in Oslo, and facilitated the programme of the 
Kosova Assembly delegation’s first journey to Western countries in July 
1990. Backer also was pivotal in fostering the civil society in Kosova, a 
crucial foundation for the establishment of the democratic development of 
society, by providing tangible support and collaborating with organizations 
such as the Kosova Helsinki Committee and the Council for Freedoms 
and Human Rights in Kosova. In this context, the NHC, with assistance 
from Backer and her team, helped establish the Albanian Helsinki 
Committee, marking the first overseas initiative dedicated to promoting 
human rights and democratization in Albania. 
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Moreover, Backer and Gjøtterud, serving as the primary coordinators 
of the KGNHC, provided invaluable counsel to key political leaders of the 
Albanians of Kosova, such as Rugova and Demaçi, in the early 1990s. 
Their guidance significantly shaped the efforts for freedom of the 
Albanians of Kosova to garner ongoing support from Western nations, 
ultimately contributing to Kosova’s liberation in 1999. It is worth noting 
that, following the fall of the Berlin Wall – which, not by chance, 
coincided with a heightened risk of war in Yugoslavia due to Milošević’s 
aggressive policies – the Albanians of Kosova were uniquely positioned to 
engage in peaceful resistance, unlike other ethnic groups in Yugoslavia, 
such as those in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. The peaceful 
movement of the people of Kosova was successfully led by Rugova, with 
support from Demaçi and the entire spectrum of political and civil society 
in Kosova. Through this approach, the Albanians of Kosova garnered 
sympathy from Western countries, which was exemplified by the 
recognition of Demaçi, a symbol of Albanian resistance for freedom and 
equality, and Rugova, a missionary of peace, with the Sakharov Prize.  

In this context, the Albanians of Kosova combined their efforts with 
the international community for years to peacefully resolve the situation, 
but they faced strong opposition from Milošević, who intensified systemic 
oppression through arbitrary raids and police violence against Albanian 
families. Consequently, the emergence of the KLA in Kosova, led by the 
iconic military figure Adem Jashari and its prominent political leader 
Demaçi, was accurately interpreted by Western countries as an armed 
movement defined by principles of self-defence and liberation. As with the 
Peaceful Movement of Kosova, led by Rugova, the KLA worked closely 
with Western countries to seek a resolution for Kosova, yet faced 
continued opposition from Milošević. As a result, the West intervened to 
stop Milošević, because the West could not tolerate another genocide like 
the one in Bosnia, especially given the unique geopolitical circumstances 
and the potential for an armed conflict in Kosova (unlike Bosnia) to 
expand beyond the borders of Yugoslavia. During the 78-day NATO 
airstrike campaign that commenced on March 24, 1999, to stop the 
Milošević regime’s genocide in Kosova, Milošević retaliated against the 
vulnerable civilian population of Kosova Albanians, perpetrating crimes 
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on a genocidal scale. Milošević ultimately stopped only after NATO 
issued a threat of deploying ground troops for an attack.  

In summary, the patience and ongoing collaboration of Kosova’s 
political leaders with Western countries were crucial in preventing the war 
from escalating beyond Yugoslavia and in fostering peace in Kosova, 
despite the significant challenges, oppression and atrocities faced by 
Kosova Albanians under the Milošević regime. This political vision can 
serve as an example for resolving various global conflicts, including the 
Israeli–Palestinian conflict, despite the significant variations in context 
between these different situations. Backer and Gjøtterud, whose initial 
guidance through the NHC significantly contributed to the political vision 
of patience and ongoing cooperation between Kosova Albanians and 
Western countries, played a crucial role in guiding and encouraging 
Kosova’s political leaders, such as Rugova and Demaçi, to recognize the 
importance of continuous collaboration between the leadership of Kosova 
and Western countries to achieve peace in Kosova. In fact, the contribution 
of the NHC towards achieving peace in Kosova – and the general 
contribution of the NHC in many countries in the past, including the 
current contribution of the NHC, headed by General Secretary Berit 
Lindeman – should be greatly appreciated. There would be no surprise if 
the NHC were to be recognized with the Nobel Peace Prize for its 50 years 
of general contribution to the cause of peace, or with another prestigious 
human rights award conferred by EU institutions, on the occasion of its 
50th anniversary (1977–2027). 

Even amidst the Kosova war, human rights activist figures such as 
director and journalist Maria Warsinska-Varsi, a member of the NHC 
council, played a crucial role in shedding light on the crimes committed 
by the Milošević regime in Kosova. Warsinska-Varsi’s documentary film 
and photocatalogue were classified as evidence in the trial against 
Milošević by the Hague Tribunal. Previously, Warsinska-Varsi and the 
NHC as a whole had also contributed to uncovering war crimes in Bosnia.  

In addition to the NHC, other Norwegian organizations have supported 
Kosova Albanians in various ways and during different time periods, 
responding to the oppression and crimes inflicted by the Milošević regime. 
For example, the Norwegian organization Norwac, led by doctors Erik 
Fosse and Kristin Refsdal along with their collaborators, successfully 
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established a field hospital near the combat zone (the Kosova–Albania 
border) saving the lives of numerous wounded Albanian civilians and 
KLA soldiers. Furthermore, Kristin Refsdal’s brother, journalist Pål 
Refsdal, entered Kosova during the war to join the KLA; despite being 
injured upon arrival, he remained in the region for some time, where he 
gathered crucial information on the development of the war in Kosova.  
    It is worth noting that these instances of solidarity are not isolated: 
Norwegians have consistently supported Albanians since the late 1980s, 
in response to the suppression of Kosova Albanians by the Milošević 
regime. Among those engaged from the late 1980s onward were activist 
Olav Breilid, lawyer Pål O. Haugland, and professors Svein Mønnesland, 
Trond Nordby, and Tore Lindholm. Others became active later, in the 
early and late 1990s, including Elise Kipperberg, Josef Martinsen, and 
Professor Kenneth Andresen, among others. Furthermore, Norwegian 
civil society organizations, notably the Norwegian Organization for 
Asylum Seekers led by French–Norwegian Anette Thomassen, continuously 
provided assistance to Albanian refugees fleeing repression during the 1980s 
and 1990s. Additionally, Norwegian churches played a crucial role during 
certain periods by offering ecclesiastical asylum to Albanian refugees until 
the relevant state structures made permanent decisions on the asylum 
requests for some of the Albanians involved.  

Moreover, the Norwegian state has persistently sought to establish 
peace in Kosova, regardless of whether left-leaning or right-leaning 
governments have been in power. During the Kosova War from 1998 to 
1999, the Norwegian government, under Prime Minister Kjell Magne 
Bondevik, made a significant contribution to peace efforts in Kosova, 
particularly through the leadership of Foreign Minister Knut Vollebæk, 
who headed the OSCE, thereby ensuring a continuity of the Helsinki 
Process. Additionally, the Norwegian government, led by relevant 
ministers – such as Minister of Social Affairs Magnhild Meltveit Kleppa – 
showcased a strong commitment to assisting Albanian refugees who had 
been displaced by the Kosova war. Norway’s contribution to maintaining 
peace in Kosova persisted beyond the country’s liberation, exemplified by 
Norwegian diplomat Kai Eide, who, serving as a United Nations emissary 
and successfully mitigated the political unrest following the March 2004 
riots, paving the way for a safer future for all citizens of Kosova.  
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In July 2010, the ICJ deemed Kosova’s declaration of independence 
legal, prompting the UN General Assembly on September 9, 2010, to 
adopt a resolution that not only embraced the ICJ’s ruling but also 
underscored the EU’s readiness to facilitate dialogue between Serbia and 
Kosova. The resolution emphasized that it is crucial that this dialogue be 
viewed as essential for promoting peace, security and stability in the region 
while helping both countries progress in their path towards EU 
membership. In this context, successive Norwegian Prime Ministers Jens 
Stoltenberg, Erna Solberg and Jonas Gahr Støre played pivotal roles in 
advancing the goals of this UN resolution aimed at strengthening peace in 
Kosova and the region. In this regard, in 2013, Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Espen Barth Eide informed the media that Norway serves as an 
unofficial arena complementing the official EU efforts in fostering the 
normalization of relations between Serbia and Kosova and enhancing 
peace in the region. During Jens Stoltenberg’s term as NATO secretary 
general from 2014 to 2024, Kosova’s status was elevated from observer 
member to associate member, the highest level achievable prior to full 
NATO membership.  

Norway, like the United States, has consistently been committed to 
achieving peace in Kosova since the late 1980s. This commitment 
intensified in the late 1990s, driven not only by leaders such as U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, but also 
by Norway, led by Kjell Magne Bondevik and Knut Vollebæk, as well as 
other Western states. At the time, Great Britain, under the leadership of 
Tony Blair and Robin Cook; Germany, led by Gerhard Schröder and 
Joschka Fischer; and France, governed by Jacques Chirac and Lionel 
Jospin, faced significant pressure from activists, intellectuals and foreign 
politicians both within Western countries and beyond, who sought to 
persuade these countries to intervene and halt the violence and crimes 
perpetrated by the Milošević regime during the war in 1998–1999.  

Among these activists, intellectuals and politicians were Adelheid 
Feilcke‐Tiemann, Alfonse D’Amato, Alexandra Boulat, Anna Di Lellio, 
Anne‐Marie Lizin, Anto Kovačević, Antoine Garapon, Benito Mares, 
Bernard Kushner, Bernard-Henri Lévy, Bob Dole, Branka Magash, 
Bülent Ecevit, Christane Amanpour, Daniel Chohn-Bendit, David Loyn, 
Emma Bonino, Ervin Hladnik-Miharčić, Ines Sabalić, James Pettifer, 
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Janez Janša, Jaša Zlobec, Jean Ziegler, Joe Biden, John Mc Cain, Joseph 
DioGuardi, Justin Elliot, Marc Weller, Matjaž Hanžek, Melanie 
McDonagh, Noel Malcolm, Olivier Dupuis, Peter Božić, Quintin Hoare, 
Reginald Hibbert, Richard Holbrooke, Ruth Dreifuss, Stjepan Mesić, 
Süleyman Demirel, Tim Judah, Tom Lantos, Ueli Leunberger, Viktor 
Meier, Vlado Gotovac, Vlado Šeks and Yves Laplace. 

Overall, all NATO member states, including Denmark in the broader 
context of Scandinavia, made significant contributions to achieving peace 
in Kosova. Furthermore, many Danes, including activists, intellectuals 
and politicians, consistently demonstrated solidarity with the people of 
Kosova in their struggle against the oppression of the Milošević regime, 
among them Jørgen Petersen, Marianne Petersen, Lotte R. Madsen, 
Minna Skafte Jensen, Erik Sisby, Tue Magnusen, Søren Søndegård, 
Niels Henrik Hooge, Thomas Sjørup and Mogens Jensen. Additionally, 
support in Sweden came from Ullmar Qvick, Anders Wessman, Örjan 
Sturesjö, Göran Wassenius, Rolf Ekeus and others. Although Sweden was 
not a NATO member until 2024, it actively supported efforts to achieve 
and strengthen peace in Kosova, especially the government headed by 
Prime Minister Göran Persson, who served from 1996 to 2006, and 
Foreign Minister Anna Lindh, who held office from 1998 to 2003. 

At the end of this conclusion, I first want to reiterate – as I mentioned 
in the introduction of this book – that fully capturing the detailed 
contributions of all foreigners to the achievement of peace in Kosova 
cannot be done in a single book. My goal with this book is to highlight the 
significant contributions of specific foreigners to the achievement of peace 
in Kosova, drawing from verifiable documents and sources, while also 
expressing gratitude to all foreigners for the roles they played in achieving 
peace in Kosova. Secondly, while Kosova is not an isolated case – because 
history indicates that no nation has fully liberated itself or formed a state 
independently, without relying on external support – the Albanians of 
Kosova are and will remain forever grateful for the help they received from 
foreigners in achieving and maintaining peace, as gratitude is a 
cornerstone of Albanian tradition. Furthermore, in the words of the 
esteemed German philosopher Immanuel Kant, gratitude emerges as a 
“sacred duty”.  



242 

Thirdly, the NATO alliance against the Milošević regime was 
specifically directed at the tyrannical government, much like the coalitions 
formed against Hitler and other oppressive regimes, and it should not be 
misconstrued as an alliance against the Serbian people. Fourthly, the 
efforts of the Albanians of Kosova for freedom and equality were targeted 
against the Milošević regime, and against the previous oppressive regimes 
of the Serbian state towards the Albanians, and not against the Serbian 
people. In the words of Demaçi, the winner of the Sakharov Prize and a 
symbol of freedom and equality for the Albanians of Kosova, “There are 
no bad peoples, only bad regimes”.  

Lastly, I want to thank my brother Fatmir Lekaj for his collaboration 
and contribution to the realization of this book. I also want to thank him 
for his ongoing support and cooperation throughout all my activities for 
Kosova. His continuous support started as early as in his adolescence – 
after my imprisonment in the early 1980s – when he showed solidarity 
with my stance against the repressive Serbian regime. Because of this, he 
experienced difficulties from the regime at that time, as a young boy. 
Therefore, I want to thank him especially for the fact that despite his 
negative experience as a young boy – including that of our family members 
– with the Serbian regime, he has consistently maintained his stance 
against interethnic and interreligious hatred, as well as the importance of 
respecting human rights for all people.  

As a gesture of deep respect, just as I began this book by presenting 
photos of Berit Backer and Kristoffer Gjøtterud, I conclude it with two 
photos below from my recent visit to their graves. 
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    APPENDIX: PROPOSAL FOR HONORING THE NORWEGIAN 
HELSINKI COMMITTEE (NHC) 
 
    The following proposal for the conferral of an honor will be submitted to the 
relevant institutions of the state of Kosova and the state of Albania, as well as 
to the European Union and the Norwegian Nobel Committee. 
 
 
    Subject: The Norwegian Helsinki Committee 
 
 
    Justification: 
 
 
    The Norwegian Helsinki Committee was the first organization in the West to 
include the issue of Kosovo on its agenda — a development that marked a 
significant historical moment, as for the first time, efforts to internationalize the 
Kosovo issue became an official part of the agenda of an influential Western 
organization. 
    Being an almost semi-governmental organization, with an advisory role to the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and considerable influence within 
the International Helsinki Federation (IHF), the Norwegian Helsinki Committee 
gave the Kosovo issue a new international dimension, turning it into a genuine 
topic within the Helsinki Process. This process, based on the Helsinki Final Act 
(1975), developed on two interrelated levels: through the international civil 
activity of the Helsinki process, led by the International Helsinki Federation for 
Human Rights (IHF), and through the intergovernmental activity of the Helsinki 
process, carried out by state delegations within the framework of the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). The latter was conceived as an 
arena for dialogue between East and West during the Cold War period and 
introduced an essential innovation: the inclusion of human rights as a distinct 
principle in interstate relations. This meant not only facing criticism for possible 
violations of these rights but also that the human rights situation in CSCE member 
states became a subject of discussion at various political levels. As a result, the 
issue of human rights became a dominant theme of discourse among the CSCE 
member states throughout the Helsinki Process. The Western countries criticized 
the Eastern ones for violations of political and civil rights, while the latter rejected 
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the criticism by referring to one of the fundamental principles of the Helsinki 
Final Act — the principle of non-interference in internal affairs. At the same time, 
they accused the West of violating economic and social rights. 
    The legacy of the Helsinki Process remained highly influential even after the 
institutionalization of the CSCE, which in 1995 took the form of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). This development contributed 
to reducing the absolute importance of the principle of non-interference and to 
affirming human rights as an international standard. This, however, does not 
mean that the Westphalian principle — now also included among the fundamental 
principles of the Helsinki Final Act — was abolished or disappeared. It remained 
in force as a guiding principle of interstate relations, but its significance 
diminished insofar as it concerned respect for human rights. In this sense, 
violations of fundamental rights could no longer be considered merely internal 
matters, but legitimized international reaction, especially in cases where state 
regimes infringed upon basic citizens’ rights and caused humanitarian crises. At 
the same time, this process contributed to the consolidation of European policies 
of security and peace through NATO. In this context, for the implementation of 
peacekeeping operations, the OSCE could request military support from NATO 
or the EU — as was the case with Kosovo. Fortunately, during that period, 
Norway — a country with extensive expertise and a strong humanitarian 
commitment within the framework of the Helsinki Process — held the role of the 
OSCE’s chairing state during the war in Kosovo. 
   Seven main reasons for the proposal to honor the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee (NHC): 
 
1. The NHC encouraged and supported the organization of the first fact-finding 
mission to Kosovo concerning the human rights situation there. The delegation 
consisted of individuals with direct influence within the network of the Helsinki 
Civil Process, who also enjoyed friendly relations and cooperation with important 
figures within this network. This was of particular importance, since, unlike the 
Council of Europe and the United Nations, the less bureaucratic organizational 
structure of the CSCE created greater space for influence and “bottom-up” 
lobbying. In this way, the Helsinki Civil Process — through the International 
Helsinki Federation, composed of the National Helsinki Committees — exerted 
a significant influence on the Intergovernmental Helsinki Process, especially in 
relation to the delegations of Western states within the CSCE framework. 
Specifically, this delegation traveled to Kosovo before the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and aimed to observe and analyze the human rights situation. Among others, it 
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consisted of: Karl von Schwarzenberg, Chairman of the International Helsinki 
Federation — a friend and collaborator of Václav Havel; Kenneth Anderson, 
representative of American Helsinki Watch — a friend and collaborator of Jeri 
Laber, Vice President of the International Helsinki Federation and Executive 
Director of American Helsinki Watch; and Kristoffer Gjøtterud, representative of 
the Norwegian Helsinki Committee — a friend and collaborator of Andrei 
Sakharov. In fact, this delegation traveled to Kosovo under the guidance of Berit 
Backer, who at that time acted as a coordinator between the Group for Kosovo — 
which operated within the Norwegian Helsinki Committee (GKNHC) — and the 
International Helsinki Federation (IHF). 
    Backer also made a special contribution to the collection and interpretation of 
information on the human rights situation during the stay of this delegation in 
Kosovo. As a result, in January 1990, the first report on the situation in Kosovo 
was published by this joint delegation, authored by Kenneth Anderson, titled 
“…Crisis in Kosovo.” This report presented concrete recommendations to 
decision-makers in the European Community, the Council of Europe, and U.S. 
foreign policy regarding developments in Kosovo. The information and 
recommendations contained in this report — prepared by a delegation of such 
stature — were of particular importance, as they provided an independent and 
credible overview of the situation on the ground. Moreover, as an important part 
of the International Helsinki Federation, the American Helsinki Committee, 
namely American Helsinki Watch (later known as Human Rights Watch), played 
a significant advisory role in U.S. foreign policy, particularly for the American 
delegation within the framework of the CSCE. During the period 1986–1989, this 
delegation was led by Warren Zimmermann, who later served as the U.S. 
ambassador to Yugoslavia until 1994.  
    In fact, in this report, at the insistence of Berit Backer, two important advisory 
recommendations were adopted and included as an integral part of it. Specifically, 
on page 43 of the report, U.S. foreign policy decision-makers were officially 
advised to open an American consulate in Kosovo. This request had been raised 
earlier, but now it gained a formal and institutional basis, as it was included in an 
important and authoritative report. At the same time, on page 44 of the report, the 
European Community and the Council of Europe were urged that any future 
process of integrating Yugoslavia into the European market and economic 
system, should be conditioned on the full restoration of respect for human rights 
in Kosovo. It is also emphasized that the European Community and the Council 
of Europe have an obligation to require Yugoslavia to fulfill the international 
human rights standards that it had long pledged to uphold. Moreover, the report 
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stresses that the European Community and the Council of Europe should begin 
by demanding accountability regarding why the delegation of the European 
Parliament, sent to Kosovo in May 1989 to investigate developments, was forced 
to leave, since, according to the delegation’s own statement, it had been 
impossible to fulfill its mandate. 
 
2. The NHC organized the first visit of a Kosovo delegation, led by Ibrahim 
Rugova, to the West from February 14th to 18th, 1990 — in Oslo and departing 
from Oslo — thereby helping to establish the first political and diplomatic 
connections between Kosovo’s representatives and Western circles. This visit 
took place in the spirit of the objectives of the Helsinki Civil Process, one of 
which was to encourage and promote opposition forces operating under 
repressive regimes. During the visit to Norway, the Kosovo delegation led by 
Ibrahim Rugova met with several important Norwegian state and cultural figures. 
Moreover, earlier on September 12th, 1989, Berit Backer had been present as an 
encourager and observer during the initial discussions at the Association of 
Writers of Kosovo, which later resulted in the founding of the Democratic League 
of Kosovo (LDK). This occurred specifically when Berit Backer led the joint 
delegation’s visit to Kosovo, consisting of representatives of the International 
Helsinki Federation, the American Helsinki Watch, and the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee. 
                                                                   
3. The NHC organized the visit and program of the Delegation of the Assembly 
of Kosovo to Western countries immediately after the Declaration on July 2nd, 
1990, thus contributing to the dignified representation of Kosovo’s institutions 
during that highly sensitive period. 
 
4. The NHC encouraged and supported the formation of the core of civil society 
in Kosovo, particularly through its concrete cooperation with Gazmend Pula in 
the establishment and support of the activities of the Kosovo Helsinki Committee, 
as well as through its cooperation with Adem Demaçi and others, in supporting 
the Council for the Defense of Human Rights and Freedoms in Prishtina. Within 
this framework, the initiative to establish the Center for the Rehabilitation of 
Former Albanian Political Prisoners in Kosovo, which was implemented in 1999 
by Feride Rushiti, was also included. 
                                                                       
5. The NHC encouraged and supported the formation of the core of civil society 
in Albania, particularly through the establishment of the country’s first non-
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governmental organization — the Center for Human Rights and for the 
Rehabilitation of Victims of the Political Persecution by the Totalitarian Regime 
— which represented the first external nucleus for the promotion of human rights 
and democratization in Albania. It also assisted in the establishment of the 
Albanian Helsinki Committee, through concrete cooperation with Arben Puto, 
Kujtim Çashku, and others. This engagement also included Berit Backer’s 
additional efforts to enable Albania’s representation at the Expert Meeting of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), even though at that 
time, Albania was not a CSCE member and was the only European state that had 
not signed the Helsinki Final Act (Helsinki Declaration, 1975). 
 
6. The Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NHC) established the Group for Kosovo 
within its framework in 1988 (GKKNH). From 1990, this group obtained official 
status as an integral part of the Committee and simultaneously as an activity 
within the International Helsinki Federation (IHF).  
Upon Backer’s initiative, the KGNHC, continued its activity as the Balkan Group 
within the NHC (BGNHC). They did this to ensure that the information and 
activity of this group would not be completely prejudged as subjective to Kosovo, 
but would be as accessible, convincing and acceptable as possible for the 
chancellors’ offices in Western countries. The information and recommendations 
that this group sent—both as part of the “Helsinki Civil Process” (under the 
umbrella of the IHF) and directly to Western state delegations participating in the 
Intergovernmental Helsinki Process (Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe – CSCE)—carried undeniable weight. They were valued for the 
credibility of their sources and for their influence in shaping an objective picture 
of the situation in Kosovo, helping to dismantle the false image spread by 
Serbian-Yugoslav propaganda. The importance of this contribution was further 
enhanced by the fact that this activity was carried out on behalf of the Norwegian 
Helsinki Committee, which functioned as almost semi-governmental and 
advisory organization to the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs—a state with 
an active role and high moral credibility in international relations. A special merit 
for this contribution and for the abovementioned points belongs to Berit Backer 
and Kristoffer Gjøtterud. 
 
7. The NHC had a significant advisory influence. In particular, the coordinator 
and co-coordinator of the Kosovo Group within the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee - Berit Backer and Kristoffer Gjøtterud, gave valuable advice to the 
two most influential political figures in Kosovo in the early 1990s - Ibrahim 
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Rugova and Adem Demaçi, regarding the approach and vision of the Albanian 
resistance in Kosovo. They recommended that efforts should focus on democratic 
and non-violent methods, avoiding any hasty actions and not falling for 
provocations that could give the Milošević regime a pretext to present the 
Albanian resistance as violent. Such a perception, according to them, would help 
the Belgrade regime convince foreign observers and international opinion that the 
Albanians were not willing to resolve the Kosovo issue through democratic 
means. At the same time, it is worth mentioning that during the first visit of the 
Kosovo delegation, led by Ibrahim Rugova – as mentioned in point 2 – an open 
gathering for journalists was held at the Norwegian Helsinki Committee in Oslo 
on February 17th, 1990 (at which the author of this text was also present). During 
this gathering, Ibrahim Rugova held a speech where he publicly expressed the 
highest regard for Backer and Gjøtterud, as well as for their valuable advice. 
Meanwhile, Adem Demaçi, in his capacity as chairman of the Council for the 
Defense of Human Rights and Freedoms in Prishtina (the CDHRF), had 
consistently appreciated the advice of Backer and Gjøtterud, the latter of whom 
was simultaneously the vice-chair of the Board of the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee and an honorary member of the CDHRF. 
    It was of particular importance that Demaçi – who was considered the spiritual 
leader of the LPK and was regarded by many of his associates as self-willed – 
especially appreciated the advice of Backer. Not only did Demaçi say this in his 
remarks on the day of Backer’s funeral, when he emphasized “her valuable 
advice”, he often repeated it privately (in which it happened that the author of this 
text was also present) that for the freedom of Kosova that we enjoy today, 
Backer’s advice had been invaluable. It is significant that Backer had convinced 
Demaçi that if Kosovo Albanians could not be freed through peaceful efforts or 
passive resistance, this would legitimize other forms of active resistance, and the 
international support for Kosovo would not be lost. In other words, although 
Demaçi was not optimistic that Kosovo would be liberated only through peaceful 
methods, he had been persuaded that these methods would have a legitimizing 
effect for other eventual methods for the liberation of Kosovo, with the support 
of the international community. Therefore, he remained loyal to this political 
approach until the Dayton Conference. As an example of this, in a 1992 interview 
(an interview also published in the biographical book on Demaçi by Shkëlzen 
Gashi, on page 98), Demaçi stated the following: “Peaceful resistance is a 
modern method, but I am afraid that Serbia is trying to pull us out of tact to 
‘prove’ to the world that Albanians do not like solving problems by democratic 
means without violence. Nevertheless, thanks to the help of the Democratic 
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League of Kosovo (LDK), the people are keeping their calm, wisdom, peace and 
patience. As things are going further, time will require other forms of resistance, 
which I don’t know what will be, but the people will look for them in one moment 
and will find those forms. If the international community will support us 
energetically for the realization of our goals, then the sacrifices will be 
smaller...”.  
    At the same time, through their extensive network of contacts within the 
framework of the Helsinki Process, Berit Backer and Kristoffer Gjøtterud insisted 
that some of Kosovo’s most well-known dissident figures – distinguished for their 
activism before and after the fall of the Berlin Wall – among them Adem Demaçi, 
Ibrahim Rugova and Ukshin Hoti, should be nominated for the “Sakharov Prize.” 
This insistence aimed to increase international recognition of the peaceful and 
legitimate efforts of the people of Kosovo for freedom, democracy, and self-
governance. 
 
 
                                            Final Considerations 
 
    The Norwegian Helsinki Committee was established much earlier (in 1977) 
than many of the other Helsinki committees in Western countries. This can only 
be explained by Norway’s strong willingness to engage in the service of global 
peace and the protection of human rights, in accordance with the humanitarian 
tradition of the well-known Norwegian humanist, diplomat, and scientist Fridtjof 
Nansen. At the same time, this is also connected to the political context of the 
Nordic states after the Second World War, which were under constant threat from 
the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, among them, Norway proved to be the most 
proactive state in the field of international relations, especially in relation to 
NATO, the United States of America, and other international structures such as 
the CSCE (which later became institutionalized as the OSCE), etc. 
    Specifically, the establishment of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee was 
connected to the expansion of the international civil society dimension for human 
rights that accompanied the Helsinki Process. On one hand, this dimension 
included the efforts of activists in totalitarian and authoritarian countries who 
demanded respect for the human rights principle enshrined in the Helsinki Final 
Act — as in the cases of the Moscow Helsinki Group, the Solidarity movement 
in Poland, or Charter 77 in Czechoslovakia. On the other hand, the support these 
activists found in the West — through the first Helsinki committees, such as the 
U.S. Helsinki Watch, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, and other sister 
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committees — in line with Andrei Sakharov’s appeal for international 
cooperation, led to the establishment of the International Helsinki Federation, 
which further strengthened the international dimension of the civil activity for 
human rights within the Helsinki Process. 
    In the early 1980s, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee expanded its activities 
to include support for the Polish “Solidarity” movement. As part of this 
involvement, one of the well-known Polish dissidents, Aleksander Gleichgewicht 
- a former political internee in Poland, became engaged as an information 
secretary in the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, after his escape to Norway. This 
engagement reflected the organization’s openness to direct cooperation with 
representatives of movements opposing repressive regimes in Eastern Europe. In 
the same spirit, the Committee began to take an increasing interest in the dissident 
movements of Kosovo, which operated against Belgrade’s oppressive regime. 
This interest led to the establishment of the Group for Kosovo within the 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee (GKKNH) — a development of particular 
significance, as for the first time the efforts to internationalize the Kosovo issue 
became an official part of the agenda of an influential Western organization. In 
this context, the Group for Kosovo, with the full support of the Norwegian 
Helsinki Committee, in addition to its general activities for Kosovo within the 
Helsinki Process, undertook several initiatives with far-reaching impact. It 
encouraged, supported and guided the journey of the first fact-finding mission 
concerning the human rights situation in Kosovo; organized the first visit of a 
Kosovo delegation, led by Ibrahim Rugova, to the West — specifically to Oslo, 
from where the visit began on February 14th, 1990; organized the visit and 
program of the Kosovo Assembly Delegation to several Western countries 
immediately after the proclamation of the Declaration of July 2nd 1990; 
encouraged and supported the establishment of the core of civil society in Kosovo 
and in Albania; and contributed, in the early 1990s, with valuable advice to 
Kosovo’s key political figures — Ibrahim Rugova, Adem Demaçi, and others — 
regarding the approach and vision of the Albanian resistance in Kosovo. 
    This activity was not only the result of the commitment of the GKKNH 
leadership, but also of the broad institutional support within the Norwegian 
Helsinki Committee itself. At the forefront of this work stood the coordinators of 
the GKKNH: Berit Backer, a renowned anthropologist, idealist, and great friend 
of the Albanian people, and Kristoffer Gjøtterud, a professor of physics at the 
University of Oslo and simultaneously vice-chair of the Board of the Norwegian 
Helsinki Committee. The responsible person of the GKKNH was Nufri Lekaj, a 
former prisoner and politically persecuted individual under the Serbo-Yugoslav 
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regime. Before his arrest, he had pursued studies in electrical engineering in 
Kosovo, while after his release — having avoided a second arrest and managing 
to escape — he continued studies in sociology and journalism in Norway. Lekaj 
was proposed as the responsible person of the GKKNH because, since 1987, he 
had gained public recognition in the Norwegian media as a proven example of a 
torture victim of the Serbo-Yugoslav regime, as well as an active and organized 
member of the movement of Kosovo Albanians against Belgrade’s oppressive 
regime. Moreover, the activities of the GKKNH were strongly supported by the 
Board, the Secretariat, and, in general, the staff of the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee. Among the most important supporters were Stein-Ivar Aarsæther, 
journalist and chair of the Board for more than ten years, as well as several 
secretary-generals who served during various periods: Bjørn Cato Funnemark 
(journalist), Guri Rusten, philologist — who later served as Norway’s 
ambassador to Bosnia and Herzegovina and as a senior adviser in the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs — Bjørn Engesland (law graduate), and the deputy 
secretary-general for more than two decades, Gunnar M. Ekeløve-Slydal (with an 
academic background in philosophy). Valuable support was also provided by 
three members of the Polish “Solidarity” movement who operated within the 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee: Aleksander Gleichgewicht (with a degree in 
physics and a former political internee in Poland before fleeing to Norway), 
Tomasz Wacko (who had studied history and had been a political prisoner in 
Poland before escaping to Norway), and Jarosław Pawlak (journalist). Also 
included in this support were other staff members of the Norwegian Helsinki 
Committee: Ole Drolsum — one of the committee’s veterans (journalist), Ole-
Petter Sunde (law graduate), Aage Borchgrevink (literature graduate and well-
known writer), Maria Dahle (journalist and later director of the Human Rights 
House Foundation), as well as others who contributed in various ways. 
     At the same time, it is worth emphasizing that during this period, in addition 
to the Board and Secretariat of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee being led by 
individuals with significant national and international influence in the field of 
human rights, the Council of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee was also 
composed of several political figures with substantial national and international 
impact, among them: the chair of the Council, Reiulf Steen (who, during his 
political career, served as leader of the Norwegian Social Democratic Party – the 
Labour Party – from 1975 to 1981, a member of Parliament from 1977 to 1992, 
twice a government minister, etc.), and the vice-chair of the Council, Jan Petersen 
(who, during his political career, served as leader of the Norwegian Conservative 
Party – Høyre, as a member of Parliament, Minister of Foreign Affairs, etc.). 
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During this period, Jens Stoltenberg was also a member of the Council of the 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee. He later became known, among other things, as 
Secretary General of NATO, during whose term Kosovo’s status in the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly was advanced from observer member to associate 
member. 
    It is also important to highlight that even during the war in Kosovo, prominent 
figures within the Council of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, such as the film 
director and journalist Maria Warsinska-Varsi, who played a decisive role from 
June 1999 to the end of 2003 in shedding light on the crimes committed by the 
Milošević regime in Kosovo, documenting the major war crimes committed for 
the Kosovo War crimes commission with lawyers and forensic experts. First she 
documented two years with the Kosovo commission on war crimes and later she 
continued with the family association of missing people, when the commission 
was not allowed to work more. She played a key role in helping the family 
associations to be created, through her contacts in Bosnia with the Srebrenica 
women and the ICMP, who started to fund and facilitate the work of the 
association. Warsinska-Varsi was, with the help of Nufri Lekaj and his team, a 
key figure to establish the war crimes commission, coordinating expert 
cooperation the first year with the Bosnian commission of missing people and the 
Bosnian commission of war crimes. During the Balkan wars there had been 
created an international team of expertise helping the local organizations. They 
provided expertise in the field, and offered IT-programs to organize the evidence. 
She also coordinated the cooperation with the Albanian forensic team to join the 
work on the mass graves. With the forensic team she uncovered multiple mass 
graves throughout the country and cooperated with the Haag tribune about the 
discoveries. The Kosovo commission with Warsinska-Varsi could open graves 
with less than 20 bodies. Later they had to reopen larger graves with the family 
associations to find and identify victims like in Mitrovice and Voushtrri, where 
they uncovered half of the Izbize victims. Her contribution was significant, 
earlier, Warsinska-Varsi and the Norwegian Helsinki Committee itself had also 
contributed to exposing war crimes in Bosnia. Warsinska-Varsi was a contact for 
the NHC, giving updates on the situation in the field on the war crimes committed. 
For the NHC, she gathered info on Albanian political prisoners in Serbia, the 
releases of prisoners, information on rape cases, and their vulnerable situation 
and the total lack of interest or recognition from the UN on the matter. Also, in 
2001, she was asked by NHC to investigate if Albanian refugees from Macedonia 
had crossed the border to Kosovo. On this mission she was targeted and arrested 
by the Spanish Nato soldiers and brought to Bond steel. Once the Americans 
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realized she worked for NHC, she was released. She later reported to NHC about 
the dire situation for the Albanian prisoners kept there in cages. Her critical 
independent point of view from the inside, with the Albanians was unique.  Many 
of her images were published and made public by NHC. Images have also been 
used as evidence in the Hague Tribunal on war crimes committed on the 
Albanian people. This extensive engagement should also be seen in the context 
of Warsinska-Varsi’s long-standing institutional role within the Norwegian 
Helsinki Committee: she served as a member of the NHC Council from 1997 to 
2020. 
    At the same time, it is worth mentioning that the Group for Kosovo, which 
operated within the Norwegian Helsinki Committee during the period 1988–
1995, also had a number of external collaborators and supporters, both Norwegian 
and Albanian. Among them were: Tore Lindholm (professor of philosophy at the 
University of Oslo), Svein Mønnesland (professor of Slavic languages at the 
University of Oslo), Pål Haugland (lawyer), Kjell Høibraaten (politician and 
businessman), Trond Nordby (historian and professor of political science at the 
University of Oslo), Ann Christine Eek (photographer and close friend of Berit 
Backer), as well as others. Included in this group of collaborators were also 
Shkëlzen Kukleci (a sociologist who had developed a friendship with Berit 
Backer in the 1970s, during the period when she conducted a social-
anthropological study in the village of Isniq in Kosovo), as well as several other 
activists from the Albanian diaspora in Norway: Ali Aliu, Hajrie Aliu, Isa Thaçi, 
Blerim Rexhepi, Jashar Etemaj, Qani Dehari, Afet Ismajli, Jonuz Emini, Rrahim 
Përçuku, Antigona Qena, Xhemadin Neziri,  Gëzim Haklaj, and Fatmir Lekaj. 
Likewise, during this period, several Albanian students studying at the University 
of Oslo in the early 1990s were also involved; Berit Backer had helped them to 
continue their studies abroad: Anila Hyka (IT), Anila Nauni (sociology), Fisnik 
Bardudha (IT), and Najada Mandi (sociology). After the liberation of Kosovo in 
1999, Sylo Taraku and, later, Liridona Gashi were involved in the work of the 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee for a period. 
   Consequently, the contribution of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee to 
achieving peace in Kosova – as well as its overall contribution over the years 
in many countries, including its current activities under the leadership of Berit 
Lindeman (Secretary General and internationally renowned human rights 
activist) – deserve the highest recognition, not only from the Republic of 
Kosova and the Republic of Albania, but also from the European Union and 
the Norwegian Nobel Committee. 
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KOSOVA AWARDS THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF MERIT TO 
THE NORWEGIAN HELSINKI COMMITTEE (NHC) 
 
On September 1, 2026, on behalf of the Republic of Kosova, acting 
President Albulena Haxhiu awarded the Presidential Medal of Merit to 
the Norwegian Helsinki Committee in recognition of its contribution to 
the promotion and protection of human rights, the affirmation of the 
Kosova issue in the international arena, and its continued commitment to 
strengthening peace. The medal was accepted on behalf of the Norwegian 
Helsinki Committee by Secretary General Berit Lindeman and Deputy 
Secretary General Gunnar M. Ekeløve-Slydal. 
    The following photographs were taken during the award ceremony at 
the Presidency of the Republic of Kosova: 
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